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May 11, 2005



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Please Think Twice About Letting Your Child or Teen Ride “Pocket Bikes” and “Go-peds”
 
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA . . . Now that warm weather is upon us, the Prince William County Police Department urges parents and other caregivers to think twice about “pocket bikes” and “go-peds” as gifts for the children and teens in your lives.

Throughout the United States, communities have struggled with how to classify these motorized vehicles as reports of death and injuries from them have increased.  In Prince William County, the Police Department has been receiving numerous complaints from citizens concerned with the increased presence of “go-peds” (motorized scooters) and “pocket bikes” (miniature motorcycles) in their neighborhoods.
The Police Department considers these vehicles dangerous for a variety of reasons.  The first concern is the low profile of the pocket bikes, which makes them difficult to be seen – putting young riders at risk.  The bikes are capable of going quite fast and a person backing out of a driveway, for instance, may check and see that the way is clear only to miss a child on a pocket bike.  Younger children also tend to operate these motorized bikes and scooters, meaning they are not always aware of state and County traffic laws – again putting their lives in danger.
“Until last night we had not seen a serious accident involving these pocket bikes and go-peds” said Police Chief Charlie T. Deane.  “We have always felt very strongly that use of these types of vehicles are very dangerous.”  
Parents should keep in mind the laws regarding these vehicles when considering a purchase.  They can be operated on private property with the written consent of the property owner.  It is illegal to operate these vehicles on the roadway unless the driver obeys all laws related to their operation; this includes the age restrictions of the operator.  
“Go-peds” fall under the classification of mopeds, and therefore all state and county codes for mopeds apply to the motor scooters as well.
* * * more * * *

Go-peds operated on private property must observe the following:

· Drivers must be 16 years of age or older.
· “Go-peds” cannot be capable of exceeding 30 mph.  If they have been modified, they are illegal.
· Drivers must have some form of identification on them while operating the vehicles.  This identification must include the operator’s name, birth date, and current address.
· Drivers and passengers must wear helmets.
· Drivers must either wear a protective face shield, safety glasses, or goggles.  Otherwise the vehicle must be equipped with a windshield.
Violations of these laws may result in the issuance of a traffic summons and the vehicles being towed.

Because of their ability to reach speeds above 30 mph, “pocket bikes” are classified as motorcycles.  The laws, which pertain to those who operate motorcycles on the roadways, will also apply to any who choose to operate the “pocket bikes” on private property. They are:
· Drivers must wear a face shield, safety glasses, or goggles, or have these motorcycles equipped with a windshield.

· Drivers and passengers must wear helmets.

· Vehicles must have a valid license plate.

· Drivers must have proper operators’ license.
Violations of these laws may result in the issuance of a traffic summons and vehicles being towed.

Electric scooters are regulated by traffic laws and rules of the road (speed limits, stopping at stop signs, etc.).  There is currently no age restriction for their operation.  Traffic violations by electric scooter operators may also result in summonses being issued.
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* * * end * * *
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