SYLLABUS

ECONOMICS AP


Mr. Hunt

Room 246
Technology
Access to a working, relatively modern computer with internet access is required.  If a student does not have a computer at home, they should get one.  They will need one in college soon anyway.  It is a good educational investment.  

Materials and articles will be posted on my website (www.geocities.com/ghuntbla) , emailed (only to their gmail accounts) and referenced in class.

If for some reason the student does not have a computer at home, they must make accommodations to use school computer and printers during the day.
The Course

Economics AP is a college level course.  We cover all material that would be covered in a 6-credit set of Micro Economics 101 & Macro Economics 102 courses at the college level.

All students MUST take the AP Test administered in the first 2 weeks of May.  Most colleges accept passing scores of 3/5 or higher.  A student may pass either Micro or Macro, or both.  The object of this course is to have them pass both.

Students must take notes in class and must LISTEN to areas of emphasis.  The college-level text is by N. Gregory Mankiw.  Mr. Mankiw was recently Chief Economic Advisor to the President of the U.S.  There is a great deal of material in this well-written text.  The text can not be memorized, it must be analyzed and understood.

Economics is about rational thinking and scare resources.  Economics is not about math and money.  The math needed in the course is basic algebra & simple graphing.  

The class will get handouts on softer “consumer economics” issues such as credit cards, mortgages, loans, etc., but since they are not a primary part of the AP test, there will only be time to hand out material and direct to websites.

Team Study Roles

Students MUST be prepared to get help from their fellow classmates.  This requires PROACTIVELY getting other students phone #s and emails, and using them.

Homework

Homework is assigned, usually 4 times per week (most nights that there is no test the next day).  This includes taking of notes on the chapter, Questions for Review, Problems & Applications, Activities, Problem Sets and various handouts.

The MOST IMPORTANT aspect of the homework is a strong, timely, attempt.  Skipping 1-2 problems is acceptable on the first try.  It is not acceptable to think problems a student chose to skip wont be on the class test or the AP exam … they most likely will be.  IT IS VITAL that student convey not only what they know, but also what they don’t understand.

Topics Covered

For a completed listing please go to collegeboard.com, the curriculum is provided there.  Or simply see the table of contents for Mankiw. 

Generally speaking topics include, economics thinking, trade, supply and demand, elasticity, taxes, government policies, externalities, competition, monopolies, oligopolies, money, banking, accounting, monetary policy, basic finance, aggregate supply and demand, etc.

The class completes the 70-80% of Mankiw text through the year with the exception of a few chapters.

Requirements

Engagement with the material

Group work

Notebook in Class EVERYDAY

Mankiw Texts are in classroom

Class Participation on a Regular Basis

Homework

Quizzes

Exams

Internet Access

Practice Tests

Self-Evaluation of Home and Practice Tests

Notifying Mr. Hunt when you are lost

Make-Ups, Absences, & Tardies

Absolutely NO late Homework will be accepted (absences excepted)

Absence on Quiz days results in a ZERO.  The lowest Quiz is dropped every term.  The lowest test is dropped, also.  No make-ups are given unless a second test is missed in a term.  If there is not a serious personal issue, make-up exams are generally a sign of poor digestion of material.

Tests are cumulative – meaning about 20% of EVERY test will be on PRIOR chapter material.  It is imperative that, as a class, we don’t forget what we’ve learned.

Absence on test day requires a make-up, which will be much harder.  Make-ups MUST be taken within 5 school days of the absence, preferably, the next day present.  

Semester Grades

15% Homework

5% Class Participation

10% Quizzes (2-4)

70% Exams (3-5)

Extra Credit is often available, but only to the entire class, not on an individual basis

(flexible, based on term-by-term design)

Contact Information

Geoffrey Hunt, MPA

School: 617-635-9957

Cell: 617-913-0333, 3pm to 10pm only, please

Email: ghuntbla@gmail.com (checked every 48 hours or so)

Website: www.geocities.com/ghuntbla

Parental “Office Hours”: please call, by appointment only

Student “Office hours”: As needed during free periods.

In the Classroom 

Always respect others and yourself.

Drinks are discouraged.  

No drinks with “high fructose corn syrup” are permitted.  

Food is not permitted.  

Putting head down is not permitted, if a student needs to go to the nurse, they should ask.

