"Analysis of My Ideology" Project


(This project represents 20-25% of the term 4 grade.)
Text (70%)
Three pages of well-written edited text in standard format (which will be enforced, like last project – papers not meeting standards will be rejected).

· Describe your ideology in terms of government, politics, capitalism, business, etc.

· Where do you stand on major political issues?  Give brief examples.
· What issues are most important to you politically / least important politically?

· Are you Democrat, Republican, Independent, undecided?

· Who impacted your ideology's development?
· How does it compare to the current ideology of the majority of people in the U.S., MA, and Boston?
· Do you think it will change over time?  If so, how?

· Is it similar to most of your family's?

· How does your ideology compare to other famous politicians (reference the graph, see below)

· How active do you plan to be as a citizen?  If you are going to do more than “just vote” once in a while, what is it that you will do?

etc. etc.

Include references to your belief and faith, or lack thereof, in U.S. (Federal) government, referencing class discussion.

Grading

1. Thoughtful Evaluation of Ideology – Hitting Items Above 50%

2. Clear explanation reference to the graph that follows, explaining why people are positioned in certain spots relatively close or far from one another. 

3. Highlighted & Clear Class and Reading References (8 needed, 2 pts. each) 20%
a. The Corporation Video
b. Wal-Mart Video
c. Reich & Political Readings
d. Education Readings

e. Tipping Point & Freakonomics

f. Websites

4. Poorly formatted papers will be rejected and penalized per “old late paper” standard
Due / Late Papers

In class, Thursday, April 12, 2007  = No late papers accepted.
Incomplete papers (must have graphic) or non-submission of paper ( to the List of Doom
OVER  (
(
(
(the fun stuff)
Line Graph (30%)
Develop a well-labeled accurate graphic depict of your ideology relative to 14 famous political leaders.  These people are distributed across the ideological spectrum.  
(Your graph should have only ONE AXIS from LIBERAL-CONSERVATIVE … do not attempt a dual axis graph as might depicted on the web or given in a homework assignment.)

Depict the following:

1. George W. Bush

2. Barak Obama
3. Ronald Reagan

4. Hillary Clinton 

5. Dick Cheney
6. John McCain
7. Rudy Giuliani
8. Fidel Castro

9. John Edwards
10. Bill Clinton

11. Mitt Romney
12. Saddam Hussein
13.  ______________ (other, your choice)

14.  ______________ (other, your choice)

15.  You

(Hint: Some of these people are ideologically close.   Their relative position is debatable, while others have very clear positioning relative to one another.)
Technology Requirement

This item must be electronically generated.  Absolutely NO handwritten portion will be accepted.  It may be done in either Word or Excel.  

Key computer skills include using landscape, borders, lines, text boxes, font sizing, alignment, and the drawing toolbar.
(Hint: It doesn’t really need to be an actual “graph”)
You can show me a draft prior to the due date in order to receive clarification on the “graphing” assignment.

Grading
1. Accuracy of politicians’ locations on the ideological graph (15%)

2. Effective use of technology (15%)
3. Explanation and reference within prior text
