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Essay #1


For every action a person commits, there is a motivation behind it, regardless of how small it may be. Any philosopher, psychologist, or even experienced parent could tell you that. As much as those motivations may vary, however, there will always be one pattern, which they will follow. In some way or another, every action that one will commit will be for his or her own happiness.


Happiness is the basis for all that drives mankind. At any given time, the actions of mankind can be traced to their own will to achieve happiness, in some form. In response to this topic, one might wonder why, if every individual strives for happiness, are there so many unhappy people in this world?  Although mankind may be equipped to know what it is they may want, they are seldom equipped to obtain it. Such a tragic flaw in humanity would account for all of the tainted characteristics of mankind. Failure, however, to obtain happiness as a whole is not as cut and dry as it may seem. There are many ways that humanity’s flaw may impact somebody.


First, there is the Perfectionist. The Perfectionist will set goals unreasonably high, and expect to follow through with them. Anything short of success in meeting these goals will result in a loss of happiness. Therefore, the Perfectionist will be unhappy more than not, as a result of their failure to be perfect. The Perfectionist can only be truly happy under the must ideal, perfect circumstances, and such circumstances may never exist as a byproduct of the flaw previously mentioned. An example of a Perfectionist would be Aylmer from Hawthorne’s “The Birthmark”.


Next, there is the Materialist. The Materialist can obtain happiness by fulfilling a worldly lust, but it is rare their happiness will last long. More often than not, the Materialist will soon experience a different lust and all happiness will be delayed until their new need is met. This will continue in a cyclic pattern, as the Materialist will be overcome with too much lust and desire to be truly happy. The materialist is typically unable to think far enough ahead to achieve goals beyond those of Lust. Also, the Materialist may be willing to harm others to obtain the temporary happiness, which they thrive on. This drive alone can account for dishonesty, greed, and the actions that result from it. An example of a Materialist would be Dr. Rappaccini from Hawthorne’s “Rappaccini’s Daughter”.


Finally, there is the Glutton. The Glutton, much like the Materialist, strives to seek happiness through short-handed, worldly means, usually directly associated with lust. The Glutton is familiar with the temporary happiness associated with lust, and would prefer it to a more complex means to a more sincere happiness.  As their worldly desires are fulfilled more and more, it would require more of the same thing to give them the same happiness. The amount would continue to rise, until standards are set to an unreachable level, at which point the Glutton is now trapped in a state of unhappiness.


All that mankind does is driven by the desire for happiness. When one is unhappy, it is because he or she failed to make an adequate goal for themselves, or failed to properly execute it. The occurrence of such failure is inevitable, as a flaw in the characteristic of mankind triggers it. When one is unhappy, they have failed to obtain what is defined as the purpose of life, and are living demonstrations of humanity’s imperfection.

