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What comes to mind when you think of an Arabic person? It is likely that the first image you see will be bearded man wearing a turban and a robe, possibly bearing some sort of weapon and proclaiming a war call. This is known as a cultural stereotype. Our society is based solely on face values where we tend to place someone in a category because of his or her actions. This especially applies to people from different cultures. Although they are tools for simplification, cultural stereotypes have demeaned the Islamic culture, prevented a full understanding, and should be brought down to a minimum.


Stereotyping is a tool, used for classification and simplification. It keeps people from having to think individually about every person they come in contact with. The same is applied to other aspects of life. For example, should the average person encounter a snake, it is likely they will be experience fear, even if the snake is in fact harmless. Stereotypes of all kinds are loosely based on facts, but thrive more on perceptions, which classify an entire group with one image. A man of Arabic descent will likely be perceived as less intelligent, less sensitive, and shady. It is very unlikely the man will match up to his full image, as most of it is built on a foundation of misconceptions.


Cultural stereotypes are often demeaning to a culture. For example, the image that Arabic people have in America causes them to be thought less of. With the shady, suspicious aspects of their image, they are far more likely to be thought of as an enemy, and searched at airports and customs. In reality, a very small percentage of them will actually pose a threat, but their stereotype will preserve the fear. The fact that this stereotype exists will prove degrading to an Arab, as he strives to create a good and respectable image for himself. This discrimination may even extend to him getting a job, or succeeding in other competitive fields. Stereotypes like this are built for most cultures, and they are often cruel and unfair to them.


With such a “vivid” image already built up for specific cultures, people tend to feel they know more about them than they may actually know. It is only when these stereotypes can be set aside that one can actually begin to learn about a culture. One must realize that it is impossible to classify an entire culture, despite the existing common traits. Therefore, stereotypes are restrictive on understanding, and tolerating a culture. 


Because of the impact they have on the target cultures, including that of the Muslims, cultural stereotypes should be kept to a minimum. The existence and effects of stereotypes should be introduced more readily to those who use them in order to minimize them. It should be brought to attention more often that people behave as individuals, not as a member of a specific culture. The knowledge is common sense, but people who use stereotypes rarely put it together on their own.


Cultural Stereotyping is a tool used to classify cultures, and the people who make them up. This does not necessarily mean that the members of the culture live up to this image, in fact, the process often works the other way. Cultural stereotypes create an image of a culture which in turn becomes expected of that culture. They are often demeaning to a culture, and create vast misunderstandings about them. For these reasons and more, cultural stereotypes should be kept to a minimum.
