Oxidation of alcohols
Combustion is complete oxidation to give carbon dioxide and water. Alcohols can be gently oxidised in stages to give different products.
1° alcohols 
aldehydes (RCHO)                      carboxylic acid (RCOOH)
1° alcohols             aldehydes (RCHO)

Conditions;

Example;

aldehydes (RCHO)             carboxylic acid (RCOOH)

Conditions;

Example;

2° alcohols 
ketones (R2CO)

Conditions;

Example;

3° alcohols 
no reaction
