Benchmarks 
	Government 
Students use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare. 


	By the end of the K-2 program: 
A. Identify elected leaders and authority figures in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority. 

     1.) Creating Classroom Rules

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?DocID=293
     2.) Know your Local Government

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/US_Government/GOV0024.html
B. Recognize and explain the importance of symbols and landmarks of the United States. 

     1.) An EDSITEment Tour of the National Mall

http://edsitement.neh.gov/monthly_feature.asp?id=107
     2.) Stars and Stripes Forever: Flag Facts for Flag Day

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=338
     3.) There Are Symbols that Represent Our Country

http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec3/k2/unit4/u4g2l3.htm
C. Explain the purposes of rules in different settings and the results of adherence to, or violation of, the rules. 

     1.) Creating Class Rules: A Beginning to Creating Community

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=136
     2.) It’s Too Loud in Here!  Teamwork in the Classroom

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=218

	By the end of the 3-5 program: 
A. Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary.

     1.) Balancing Three Branches at Once: Our System of Checks and Balances

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=222
     2.) Three Branches of Government

http://www.instructorweb.com/lesson/governmentbranches.asp
B. Give examples of documents that specify the structure of state and national governments in the United States and explain how these documents foster self-government in a democracy. 

     1.) The Preamble to the Constitution: How Do You Make a More Perfect Union?

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=233
     2.) Declare the Causes: The Declaration of Independence

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=282
     3.) Historical Documents

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/documents/index.html

	By the end of the 6-8 program: 
A. Explain why people institute governments, how they influence governments, and how governments interact with each other. 

     1.) Lost Hero: Starting a Government from Scratch

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=455
     2.) Canada’s territorial Instincts: Exploring Canadian Provinces and Territories in the Social Studies Classroom

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/19990405monday.html
B. Explain how the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, and the Northwest Ordinance have provided for the protection of rights and the long-term future of a growing democracy. 

     1.) Freedom by the Fireside: The Legacy of FDR’s “Four Freedoms” Speech

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=582
     2.) When Human Rights are Wronged; Designing a Bill of Human Rights

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/19981202wednesday.html
C. Compare the defining characteristics of democracies, monarchies and dictatorships. 

      1.) Whose Job Is It?

http://www.learningtogive.org/lessons/unit130/lesson1.html
2.) Transitions to Democracy

http://www.usip.org/class/guides/democracy.html



Notes: 

