High School Vocabulary

· Credits – The student’s “pay” for passing a class. These are kept on record on the student’s transcript “bank” and recorded at the end of each semester.  Each diploma track requires 22 credits to graduate. There are different requirements in the different subject/elective areas but both require 22 credits. Each class that a student takes and passes is worth ½ credit or .5. The credits required to pass to the next grade are 10th – 4, 11th – 10 and 12th – 16.  

· Class Rank – Where a student stands in comparison to other members of the graduating class. The student with the highest GPA is number one, etc. Only academic classes are counted in this formula. There is a weighted scale for AP/Honors, College Prep and Tech Career classes with each class worth different values. (Handbook pg. 14). Class ranks are written as two numbers. The first number represents the student’s place in the class; the second number represents the total number of students in the class…eg. 2/724

· Semester Final Exam – The test taken at the end of the semester is weighted as 15% of the final grade.  Exemptions may be earned for Semester Final exams…see criteria in Student Handbook (page 12). Some classes require passing an End of  Course Test (EOCT) in order to get the class’s credit: Algebra 1, Applied Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Physical Science, Economics, US History, Ninth Grade English and American Literature.  There are no exemptions for EOCT.

· Grade Point Average (GPA) – The average of a student’s semester grades, starting with the freshman year. This is figured on a 4.0 scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0). All classes are averaged in for the cummulative GPA. Class rank and Honor Graduates are determined by a weighted Scale GPA (Handbook pg. 14)

· HOPE Grade Point Average – The average of all academic classes excluding electives. For Technical Career students there are 13 classes averaged for this GPA, and the student must have an average of 85 (not rounded). For College Prep students there are 16 classes which are averaged for this GPA, and the student must have an average of 80 (not rounded). The final average qualifies or disqualifies the students for HOPE funds to pay for post-secondary study in Georgia. Starting with the class of 2007, all failed & retaken grades will be averaged together.

· Transcript- The document that details a student’s academic achievement in high school. The “bank” that records the credits and grades for each class taken. It contains: final semester grades and credits for each course completed beginning with grade 9, attendance records, current GPA and class rank, test scores and graduation date.  An official transcript is one that has a signature, stamp or seal verifying its authenticity. This is the only one accepted by a high school when transferring or applying to a college. An unofficial transcript is simply a copy with no seal, stamp or signature that is usually used to check credits or to discuss credits with a counselor, college admissions office, and/or teacher advisor. 
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