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1st 9 Weeks Ends

Congratulations on completing your first 9 weeks of High School! As you receive your report card, please use it as a warning signal as to what you need to do to end the First Semester with passing grades. If you are failing at this point, you need to adjust your study habits and “buckle down” to bring the grade(s) to passing. Remember: Each class you are taking counts towards graduation and each class is worth ½ credit towards your 22 required credits.

Grade Point Average

What is your grade point average? The Grade Point Average or GPA is the average of all of your grades beginning with the end of the first semester. Let’s pretend that we are at the end of the semester using your current report card. Give a value to each of your grades and average. The Hope GPA is used to determine eligibility for the HOPE grant for college/technical schools. It only includes academic classes. Academic classes are Science, Social Studies, Math and English to include Foreign Language. Assign these values and average: A= 4.0, B= 3.0, C= 2.0, D= 1.0 F=0. What is your GPA and HOPE GPA?
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Schedule Changes

Please note that we do not change elective classes after the 3rd week of the start of a semester.  We can change programs of study from College Prep to Technical Career Program during the first 10 weeks of a semester. This change requires a parent conference. Once the change is made it is almost impossible to change back to the other program of study and must be done during the first 2 weeks of a semester with a teacher recommendation and parent signature. Please think before you ask to change your program of study! VHS does not allow students to choose their teachers or change a class for another teacher.

Need help? Just Ask!

If you are struggling in an academic class, tutoring is available Monday through Thursday in all academic classes from 3pm to 4pm. Transportation is provided. This is a free service. Stop by guidance to pick up a tutoring schedule. Just a quick note: participation in tutoring shows that you are concerned about your grades and are trying to do your best. 
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No Pass, No Play

There is a rule in the Georgia High School Association that requires students to pass 5 out of 6 classes the prior semester in order to participate in extra curricular, competition activities. This rule includes such activities as ROTC, Band and all Sports. Other competition within clubs also applies to this rule. All freshmen come into the high school eligible to play. However, if you fail more than 1 class during this semester, you will not be eligible to participate next semester. Don’t loose your right to play!
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Got an A in Attendance?

Research shows that students are more successful if they are in class. Please note that you could loose credit for a course if you miss more than 11 days in a semester. Referrals are also made to the Juvenile Justice system after 5 unexcused absences. Skipping classes will count as an absence from a class. Be there; get what you deserve- an education!

[image: image5.wmf]
Who’s your Advisor?

Make sure you know your advisor and attend advisement each month. Skipping advisement will result in a referral to the appropriate administrator. Ask your homeroom teacher who your advisor is if you are unsure. Advisors are just one more caring adult that will help guide you through your freshmen experience and help you to be successful. Advisement is held once a month.

Time is of Essence!

Make the most of your time. Have a study schedule that includes time for extra curricular activities. Make sure you are organized and write down assignments and deadlines for due projects. If you need assistance in organization or time management see Mr. Law or Mrs. Rayford for an assignment sheet and a time manager. Remember to turn in the work that you do…. work left in your locker or notebook = a zero!
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Dear Students: My first 9 weeks at VHS have been wonderful! I have enjoyed getting to know those of you who have visited the counseling office. I look forward to meeting each of you and taking you through the “Best of Times” into 2009.

Always…for the children,

Email me at:

blaw@gocats.org
Call:

333-8550

 Visit my website for information:

http://teach.gocats.

org/blaw/
