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George M. Plasterer

Summary of qualifications.  

As a United Methodist pastor since 1979, I have had the privilege of working with churches and with people throughout southern Indiana.  I have preached and taught on a weekly basis throughout that time.  I have also worked with people to accomplish our objectives.  I have learned to deal with the inevitable conflict that arises as people work together.  I consider myself a person who can stay focused on the vision, be persistent in order to reach an objective, and be well organized in order to do these things.  I want to keep the team working with good relationships among the members.  However, I am not afraid to keep the accomplishment of the task primary.  

	Summary of United Methodist Church ordination
	1983
South Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

Elder

This ordination in the United Methodist Church has given me “authority” of word, sacrament, and order in local churches.

1981
South Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church


Deacon

At the time, this was the first stage toward ordination.

 

	Education
	1984 - 1987
McCormick Theological Seminary
Chicago, IL

Doctor of Ministry

The focus of this degree was parish revitalization and spiritual formation.  Course work included: conflict management, change, leadership and management, working with groups, and prayer and spiritual life.  

1975-1979 Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, KY

Master of Divinity

Though this is a general degree for pastor in most denominations, my focus was theology, biblical studies, and history.

1972-1974 Marion College (Indiana Wesleyan) Mariod, IN

Bachelor of Arts

My major was religion and philosophy.

1970-1972 Miltonvale Wesleyan College (Bartlesville Wesleyan College) Miltonvale, KA (now Bartlesville, OK).

Associate of Arts

General degree for basic requirements.

1966-1970
Austin High School, Austin, MN

High School Degree

General Degree, though I took classes related to history and political science as I completed my high school education.



	Professional experience
	2002- Crawfordsville First United Methodist Church


Crawfordsville, IN

Pastor

1998-2002
Dearborn Hills United Methodist Church


Lawrenceburg, IN

Pastor

This congregation has had the potential to grow since its creation by merger in 1984.  However, it has not done so.  I arrived the year after a church fight that lost a significant number of young families, worship attendance going from 365 to 306.  We initially experienced moderate growth, though recently we have experienced growth that is more rapid: from 306 to 318, to 323, to 345, and 350.  We also grew the budget from $320,000 to $400,000 in one year.  I have helped the congregation make the transition to a contemporary style of ministry and worship.  We now have two lively worship services, one traditional and one contemporary. The church has a large preschool and daycare program that has about 190 children enrolled. The church has a strong mission, youth and music program. We have hired an associate pastor to assist in our outreach programs. 

1992-1997 Community United Methodist Church

Vincennes, IN

Pastor

I had responsibility for putting the merger of three United Methodist congregations.  We built the 30,000 square foot facility on a 30-acre site.  We also began building the staff when the bishop asked me to go to my present appointment.  We grew from 250 in average worship attendance to 350 in worship.  I preached weekly.  I dealt with conflicts of building a staff that could work together.  I had many opportunities to teach.  Leaders need to learn where to be flexible and where to be firm.  We had to make many difficult decisions along the way.  

1991-1992
Meridian Street United Methodist Church


Indianapolis, IN

Associate Pastor

I had responsibility for missions, evangelism, and adult education.  In this church of 700 in worship attendance, I worked with a staff that was in conflict when I arrived.  I served on various committees in the church.

1987-1991 Plainfield United Methodist Church

Plainfield, IN

Associate Pastor

Along with general pastoral duties, I focused upon adult education and evangelism.  I helped design a Lay Seminary program.  I worked with various committees in this church of 1300 in membership and 500 in worship.  I preached on a monthly basis.

1982-1987 Brownstown United Methodist Church, 

Brownstown, IN

Pastor

Second appointment as senior pastor of a congregation averaging 150 in worship attendance.

1979 – 1982
Greenville-Galena United Methodist Church, 
Greenville, In.

Pastor

My first appointment in a rural congregation north of Louisville, KY.

Two rural congregations numbering 80 and 30 in worship attendance.



	Additional professional activities
	Chair of the South Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church Nominating Committee.  This puts me on the Annual Conference Council on Ministries.  

The Board of Ordained Ministry trained me as a mentor in 1997.

Member of the Board of the Franklin United Methodist Community, a retirement center, 1996-2004. 

Member of the Spiritual Formation of the South Indiana Annual Conference for several years.  I participated in the Three-year spiritual formation community, as well as became director of another one.  This experience gave me the opportunity to use my passion for teaching to organize events that taught people in the area of spiritual growth and Christian discipleship. 

I received training as a Stephen Minister in 2000. This is a ministry to people who are hurting.

I went to Israel in 1987 as part of a ten-day tour.

In 1989-1991 I was part of a three-year covenant group.  We had four retreats per year, dealing with the inner journey of prayer and spiritual life, the outward journey of relationships with others, and the corporate journey of the relationship between our faith and our society.  

I have been part of the Walk to Emmaus program.

In 1981 I attended the National School of Evangelism course on evangelism for the small membership church.

	Objective
	My objective is to help people grow in their relationship with God and in their outreach to the community through the United Methodist Church.  

	Extracurricular activities
	I enjoy tennis, jogging, and exercise.  My wife and I enjoy dancing (ball room), and going to the theater and movies.  We enjoy travel.  We enjoy exploring new options for the second phase of our lives.

	Interests and activities
	I enjoy reading in many fields, such as philosophy, theology, biblical studies, and contemporary issues such as politics and culture.


