F.7 GEOGRAPHY

Revision Test 2

Topic: Urban Landscape, Housing and transport problems

Section I (20 marks)

1. Refer to Table 1.


Hong Kong Island
Kowloon
New Territories

1986
22%
43%
35%

1996
21%
32%
47%

Table 1: Population growth by regions

a. Describe and account for the main trends in the population shifts in Hong Kong over the period.















(5 marks)

· population shifts from urban areas (HK& Kowloon) to rural areas (New Territories)

Reason: suburbanization

· push factor (urban): saturation in urban areas -> urban problems (e.g. overcrowded)

· pull factor (rural): spacious environment, improved transport……
b. Explain the transport and urban problems that would happen in Hong Kong as a result of the population shifts in Qa.











(6 marks)

Transport Problems:

· high commuter journeys between urban (CBD) and new towns: high complementary

· insufficient transport network (e.g. NO MTR in NW New Territories): low supply of transport network

· bottleneck problem resulted

· traffic congestion in urban areas (e.g. Cross Harbour Tunnel)

Housing Problems:

Urban decay: 

· rich & young couples move to new towns -> poorer moves in urban areas -> less $ for repair 

   work

· old houses waiting for re-development

c. Select a region in HK, explain how land use and transport are having a complementary relation.

1. Transport affects land use

Example: NE New Territories

Past: little development, mainly agricultural activities

Transport development: KCR, Tolo Harbour => shorten distance between rural & urban

- more development along the transport network (sector model)

e.g.
Commercial land use: Shatin


Industrial land use: Tai Po Industrial Estate


Residential land use: Sheung-shui, Tai Wai……
2. Land use affects transport

· all land use need to be linked by transport in order to increase accessibility

Example: NW New Territories

Past: New Towns (Tuen Mun, Tin Shui Wai): Residential land use

-> great demand for transport because of linkage with different land use (e.g. CBD)

=> West Rails are under constsruction

d. How should land use and transport arrange so as to minimize their impacts to the environment?  What are the difficulties encountered when carry out the above suggestions?

· transport should by-pass the environmental importance region (e.g. wetland)

Difficulties: higher cost, cannot avoid complete by-pass the conserved regions

· segregation of land use (e.g. industrial and residential land use should not be located together)

Difficulties: poor land use planning in the past = no segregation, difficult to have complete segregation as not all land use arrangement is based on land rent mechanism, other factors (e.g. behavioral, institutional) work

Paper II (25 marks)

The urban structure of the city reveals its economic development.  With reference to different land use models you have studied and from examples of different cities, explain to what extent is this statement valid.
I. Concentric Model (6 marks)
People “compete” for limited space within the town, those who can pay for the largest amount of money obtain the most desirable location.  As a result of competition, land use is zoned into the followings:
A. Zone in transition
· occupied by people of low status, immigrants

· e.g. Little Sicily Slum, China Town

· they go to work easily in the CBD as poor transport and save the transport cost

· living condition : poor

· buildings: oldest, poorest

b. Working men’s residential

· still poor condition

· mainly the ‘second immigrant settlement” that escape from the slums in zone in transition

The economic situation and living condition improved with increasing distance from the CBD.  Outside the working men’s residential is the middle class residential with “bright light area” and “bungalow” is found in the outer ring of high class residential.

II. Sector Model (6 marks)

· residential land use arrangement is similar to concentric model with Lower Class residential near the centre and Upper Class Residential in the periphery.  Lower Class Residential is “twilight districts”, so only the poor, immigrants will live here

· economic situation improved (industrialization) because of the emergence of Wholesale Light Manufacturing outside CBD

· land use arranged in sectors instead of concentric ring because of the improvement of transport.  Transport radiated out from the CBD to the suburbs

III. Multiple Nuclei Model (6 marks)

· With industrialization & urbanization, 1 centre is too small & congested

· Agglomeration of industry/decentralization/ suburbanization and special requirement of certain activities result in new types of land use

- multiple nuclei (CBD, outlying business districts)

- industrial & residential suburbs

- development extend to the suburbs

- light industry is not enough -> heavy industry

IV. Validity of the statement (3 marks)

To a large extent, economic development is revealed from the urban structure of land use models.  However, the following phenomenon can also be found:

· social status: the higher the social status, the further the distance they live from the centre (3 models)

· racial discrimination: racial minority live near the cetnre in zone in transition (concentric model)

V. Examples (4 marks)
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(3 marks)
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(6 marks)
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(7 marks)
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  What are the difficulties encountered when carry out the above suggestions?
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