January 2008

To Whom It May Concern:
I had the opportunity to work closely with Georgia Costalas at Colegio Bolivar between 2002 and 2005 while she had the roles of College Counselor and, then, High School Principal.   Georgia’s commitment to her profession and generous heart to students and staff make it a pleasure to write this letter of recommendation.  
A respected and extremely well known College Counselor from the Latin American Region for nine years, Georgia built a College Placement Office that was effective and efficient for her students at Colegio Bolivar.  I had the good fortune of stepping into Georgia’s Placement office in 2003.  Her organizational abilities were immediately apparent through the procedures, documentation and time-lines which kept her office running smoothly.  Her students knew what they had to do for the application process and knew where to find the help they needed to succeed.
Acknowledged for her abilities to work with Colombian students, admissions officers were grateful for the bridges Georgia built with North American Universities.  A generous host and clear communicator, Georgia opened the school doors to visitors and actively traveled to conferences and University visits in the USA and Latin America.  Always an ambassador for her adopted country, Georgia built a reputation for Colegio Bolivar that remains strong.

Georgia was also instrumental in creating and guiding supplementary programs through her Placement Office.  Career Week for the Juniors was deemed as perhaps one of the most successful and meaningful experiences for countless students due to Georgia’s vision and dedication to building the program.  Georgia was also a key player in overseeing the Senior Projects, a most important culmination for the Grade 12 students before heading off to University.
Georgia’s involvement in school and community spread into other areas such as volleyball, book clubs, church and volunteer organizations.  A well rounded and grounded individual with a long history of living in Colombia, Georgia was a help to countless teachers upon their arrival to a new country.   Sensitive to the special needs of these incoming teachers, Georgia became an advocate of International Education from both the perspective of an expatriate teacher and a Latin American student.

First to arrive in the morning and last to leave, Georgia was a dedicated principal with an open door policy.    Vast experience in counseling and college placement, she was always ready to speak with students and guide them in both their daily life as well as help them seek out their future goals.  Georgia was very aware of her staff and quick to lend a helping hand or a kind ear, always looking for solutions for problems.
Georgia will bring with her a wealth of information, experience and expertise to a variety of position in education and her presence on your campus will add to the vision and success of your programs for international and US students around the world.
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