Questions to Ask When Beginning Your Research 
1) If you can choose your own topic, decide “What general field of study am I most interested in?”
a. Medicine?

b. Sociology?

c. Economy?

d. Government or Politics?

e. Sciences?

f. Psychology?

g. Music?

h. There are lots of others…

2) If you cannot choose your own topic, but you must select from a list, make your decision based on the following questions…

3) What kind of paper am I being asked to write?

a. Descriptive?

b. Argumentative?

c. Compare and Contrast?

4) Now, knowing the kind of paper I must write…

a. What exactly do I want to describe?

b. What exactly do I want to argue?

c. What processes would I like to compare or contrast?

This question will help you narrow your topic to a thesis.

5) Considering the length of my paper…

a. Is my working thesis too narrow? Will it not cover the required length?

b. Is my working thesis too broad? Does it require many more pages than asked of me?

6) Considering the amount of time I have to complete this paper…

a. Do I know enough about this topic to write an extended abstract for it? (An outline of ideas that I plan to include in the paper that will be supplemented by—not dependent upon—my research.)

b. Is my paper primarily descriptive, such that most of my creative process will be based on cleverly organizing new information?

c. Is my paper going to be comparative, such that I will need space to argue or describe two sides of the same viewpoint?

7) And lastly…you must consider: “Am I sure I want to do this?” Unfortunately, the research process is so involved that it’s very easy to start your process believing one thing, get half way through the paper, and decide that everything you’ve done is meaningless banter. In such cases, you will be forced to cut your losses: destroy the paper or continue to be disappointed in your product while writing. Often times, your choice will depend upon your time restriction. So:

a. Be sure that you’ve chosen something you’re going to stick with.

b. If you are tackling a subject that is “iffy” for you, make sure that you are able to recover should you have to switch subjects midstream.

c. Never let someone else’s progress on their paper deter you from continuing. Your paper may take longer to complete, but it may be of better quality. 
d. Exhaust your resources. Ask teachers or mentors for sources to help you. Make sure that you check books, refereed Web sources and all manner of possibilities (journals, articles, etc.) for information. If your topic requires current events, be sure to check news broadcasts and public radio. THERE IS A LOT OF INFORMATION OUT THERE!!! 

