
1. Why can neither Kino nor Juana protect their baby from the scorpion?

2. Why could Kino kill the doctor more easily than talk to him?

3. Why is it important to Juana that Kino be the one to throw the pearl back into the sea?

4. Why does Kino think the killing of a man is not as evil as the killing of a boat?

5. What does the narrator mean when he says, "A town is a thing like a colonial animal" (p. 21)?

6. Why does the music of the pearl change?

7. Why does Kino come to feel that he will lose his soul if he gives up the pearl?

8. Why does Tomás help Kino?

9. Why does Juana feel the events following the pearl's discovery may all have been an illusion?

10. What is the significance of Juana and Kino's walking side by side when they return to the town?
For Further Reflection

1. Did Kino do the right thing in demanding a fair price for the pearl, even if it meant leaving his community?

2. Why does Steinbeck choose the parable as the form for this story?
Discussion Questions acquired from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/pearl1.asp#discuss
1. Does wealth create happiness ?   
   2. Are humans greedy by nature?    
   3. Are the effects of colonialism on native cultures good or bad? 

Discussion Questions Acquired from:

http://help4teachers.com/AmyThePearlSheet.html
John Steinbeck’s The Pearl
Comprehension Questions and Vocabulary

Part One: Define the following terms and use them in a sentence: avarice, bougainvillea, indigent, financial, lymphatic, mutter, plaintive, procession, sparingly. Do this part before you start reading. 

Part Two: Comprehension Questions

Read each question carefully. Be sure to answer each question in complete sentences, including a part of the question in the answer. Example: Is Bob is shape? Answer: Bob is in shape because…

1) What is this music Kino is hearing? Explain.

2) Is the setting of this text modern or in the past? Explain.

3) What do you think it means to “watch with the detachment of God?”

4) What sounds make up Juana’s song?

5) How is Kino’s life balanced at the beginning of Chapter One?

6) Is Kino’s family rich or poor? Explain how you know.

7) Why is the family so afraid of the scorpion?

8) How does the scorpion change the balance in Kino’s household?

9) How do we know Juana is strong?

10) Why is it hard to get the doctor to serve Kino’s son?

11) How does Juana’s music change when the doctor will not come? Why?

12) What was the doctor really doing when Kino arrived with his son?

13) What is Kino’s race?

14) What are the Indians paying with?

15) Why does the doctor refuse to see the baby?

