Taking Opportunities to Prevail: Meeting Two

October 24, 2002

Kinard Room 101

Understanding Purpose
“The purpose of a man’s heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding draws them out.”– Proverbs 20:5 

· Welcome In… 
· Holistically, who are you right now?

· Spiritually

· Physically

· Emotionally

· Socially

· Educationally

· Mentally

· Financially

· Vocationally

· Relationally

· Understanding Purpose

· What will satisfy or fulfill you? The human need for personal meaning and satisfaction is universal. In order to truly be fulfilled, to live a WHOLE, MEANINGFUL LIFE, we should seek to know our purpose.
· In seeking to know our purposes, there are certain universal questions: 

· Why did the creator make me, the creation?

· Why was I born the way I am?

· Who am I?

· What are you doing?

· Where are you going?

· What am I?

· Why am I here on earth? At Winthrop? 

· See Proverbs 16:9 for further information on personal plans, goals and paths taken in life.

· Everything you do is wrapped up in the discovery of your purpose. Thus, you must discover your personal purpose and pursue it!

· Whose standards are you living up to?

· What exactly are we talking about?

· Purpose

· How do you define purpose? What does the dictionary say about purpose? What have you heard others say about purpose, and do you believe them? Do some research on these questions and search your heart!

· Success

· Various students defined success as being…

· Measured by financial prosperity

· Measured by peace of mind

· Measured by happiness

· Measured by joy

· Measured by goal-setting

· Measured by existence

· Living in the will of GOD

...which students do you agree with, and what do you think is a good indicator of success. What do other references say about success and does the Bible talk about success? What does the Bible say about successful living and gaining success? How should we view success? Consider the spiritual views versus the carnal views.
· Activity: Case Scenarios
· In your opinion, who is/was the most successful?

· A father (CEO) who owns a $700,000 house, a $300,000 car, has 2 children and a wife.

· A spiritual leader who owns a 3-bedroom home, a 1996 Buick, has 1 child and a wife. This is a person of prayer.

· An athlete with all the fringe benefits.

· An entertainer who was rich, powerful, beautiful and is now dead.

· How did you determine the person’s rate of success? 

· Remember, it is drilled into us at an early age to gain and/or obtain material wealth.

· Discussion: Child Stars

· What ever happened to many of the child stars that were displayed in the media?

· Analyze whether their lives continued positively and why or why not they did.

· What role has mass communication/media played in painting images of success in our minds?

· As a child, what may your own parents have imparted to you that could hinder what GOD wants you to have today?

· Biblical Truths about Wealth and Success
· Wealth
· Determination–the wealth is gotten through obedience to GOD or to the god of this world. Which do you choose:
· The sinner’s wealth, Proverbs 13:22
· The righteous man’s wealth, Deuteronomy 8:18
· The seeker of wealth… is he a seeker of material wealth? See Matthew 19:13-30. 
· Look for other Biblical references on wealth, prosperity and success.
· Determine and examine your source of success.
· Study a bit…

· Joshua 1:7-8, the success of the righteous
· Psalm 73
· Consider these things…

· How does purpose tie into success?
· See Proverbs 18:16 or Proverbs 3:4.
· Why are divorces, suicides, emptiness and violence found in the camp of the righteous?
· What satisfies you?
· What fulfills you?
· What will cause you to grow and mature?
· What will bring glory to GOD most importantly, what pleases GOD as truly the Head of our lives (as Creator)?
· Why don’t you feel fulfilled after being saved and accomplishing many things in life already?
· What was in GOD’s mind when you were born?
· Interesting Tidbits of Information…
· Success without purpose or success without discovery of GOD’s purpose (or mandate for your life) can leave you empty, depressed, broken and suicidal.
· There is no source of greater fulfillment (human need or strongest desire) than to find GOD. Find or discover your purpose and work toward it! Call it, “Working Toward My Dream.” Doesn’t that make you go hmmmm...?
· Personal satisfaction and well being comes from seeking one’s purpose and destiny.
· We try to meet the standards of success placed in our lives by people or even ourselves and not GOD. We sacrifice personal satisfaction to SOCIETAL NORMS. 
· Seek after your purpose and draw it out!!
· You’ve been saved by grace through faith, and this is a gift. See Ephesians 2:8:10.
· Something else to do on your own…

· Watch yourself…
· What are your unique qualities?
· What do you see in your hands that GOD has purposed you to be?
· Evaluate the counsels and purposes of your heart and draw them out. 
· Be real with yourself, GOD and others. Frankly, everything you draw out may not be so good. 
· Remember that you have an advocate in Jesus when you find sin. See I John 2:1 (before Jude and Revelation).
· Be yourself, express yourself and be what you are. The author of the study book In Pursuit of Purpose and we, TOP, suggest that. 
· Lastly, think on this!
· Grace is applied to the sin. Sin is forgiven, despite its sting, because you are covered in Christ. That forgiveness is through the grace of GOD.

· Mercy is applied to the sinner. Though you sin, GOD still loves you and grants you unmerited favor. Thus, when you sin and escape the maximum punishment, GOD has shown you mercy. Originally, the wage of sin… any sin… was the death of the sinner, Romans 6:23. So, Christ’s death covers you. 
· Allow GOD to work in you and make you pleasing to Him, Philippians 2:13.
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