Taking Opportunities to Prevail: Meeting Two

October 17, 2002

Kinard Room 101

Study Perspectives and Possible Topics of Research
· T.O.P… What’s the point? What are we seeking to do in this ministry?

· To develop and assist in the further development of your relationship with…

· …GOD through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.

· The only way to get to GOD is through Christ.

· The only way to be Christ-like is by the Holy Spirit.

· …self through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.

· …others through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.

· To help you understand the importance of the Bible and Biblical Truths

· Sometimes it takes more than just picking up the King James Version of the Bible (KJV). 

· Sometimes it takes research:

· E.g. The anointing oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit working in the believer.

· E.g. Mercy- GOD’s pardoning and unconditional love despite our sin

· E.g. Grace- GOD’s favor and unconditional love despite our sin

· Consider the differences between Mercy and Grace! Research them!

· To help you understand the importance of the Universal and the Local Church

· The local church is a geographic location:

· It has an address and it is physical.

· It is the place of your current membership.

· The universal church is the body of believers:

· All the children of GOD who have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior.
· How do we plan to emphasize these things?
· Each lesson will be GOD-centered.
· Straight line thinking is not allowed.
· There are a lot of things to consider in your life besides how many times you read your Bible in a week.
· You must learn to be wholistic:
· You deal with things on many different levels: spiritual, physical, mental, financial/economical, emotional, social, educational, vocational/career and relational.
· What exactly are we thinking about studying?

· Prayer
· Love: wholistic aspects and its unconditional characteristics
· Obedience
· Sacrifice
· Loneliness
· Women/Men and relationships 
· Media and Music
· The dynamics of other faiths and their foreign personalities
· E.g. Osama bin Laden
· Meeting Two’s Topics of Discussion

· The Dreamer’s Heart
· Proverbs 16:1–“The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord.”
· See also Proverbs 16:2, 9
· See also Ecclesiastes 7 (dreams)
· Commit your heart’s contemplations and dreams to the Lord! Communicate them to Him.
· GOD purges the impurities of your heart as you delight in the Lord.
· Chastening (Discipline)
· Hebrews 12:11–“No chastening seems joyous, but it yields righteousness in those where it is exercised.”
· Discipline hurts for a minute, but when it’s all over it yields peaceable fruits of righteousness—it wills over GOD’s right to you!
· Give your life over to GOD, allow Him to chastise you in areas where you need it, and the result will be the creation and development of a GOD-like nature in you as there is in no other.
· To pursue GOD’s purpose in your life, you must be disciplined!
· Read your scriptures wholistically.
Home: http://www.geocities.com/genuine1998/TOP.html
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