Huckleberry Finn Comprehension Questions, Chapter One
Directions: Read the following questions carefully. Answer all the questions in complete sentences. For the sake of discussion, you might want to list the page numbers where you found the answers to these questions. 

(1) About how old do you think the narrator is?

(2) How does the narrator address the importance of truth and lies?

(3) What seems to be the financial state of the narrator and his friend Tom?

(4) Why did the narrator run away from the widow Douglas?

(5) Who do you think the narrator is?

(6) How are the widow Douglas and the narrator different in personality? Hint: Observe how they like to dress and other behaviors.

(7) What is the narrator’s view on learning Bible stories? Why does he have this view?

(8) Do you think Huck has any understanding of why he’s learning Bible stories? Why or why not?

(9) What commentary do you think might be made about teaching religion to children?

(10) What is Huck’s response to his education? Why?

(11) What is the good place? What is the bad place?

(12) Why does Huck say he wants to go to the bad place? Hint: There are four reasons.

(13) Considering Huck’s comment on going to the bad place, what commentary is being made about religion?

(14) What kind of woman is Ms. Watson? 

(15) What seems to be one of Huck’s greatest problems as a child?

(16) What seems to be Huck’s “faith?” Where did he learn it? Is he serious about it?

(17) At the end of the chapter, why is Huck smoking?

(18) Consider all the comments in chapter one that might offend a conservative reader. Make a list of those offensive things. Next, write down A) Why it might offend and B) How it might be satire. 

