Building a Successful Intro

Hello argumentative research paper writer. The purpose of this resource is to help you build a successful introduction. Before attempting this step, you should already have chosen a thesis.

Please review the answers to the following questions:

1) What is a thesis?

2) How are a thesis and a topic (or subject) different?

3) Can a thesis statement be a question?

4) What is the purpose for having a thesis?

5) What is an argumentative thesis?

Now that you have reviewed this information and answered all the questions correctly, you are ready to move on to building your introduction. 

There are many ways to build an introduction, but I will show you three processes that will help you to build a solid introduction every time you try. For the sake of using examples, my practice thesis is: English classes are a very important part of students’ education. 

(Notice how my thesis is a declarative (telling) statement that shows my belief about an issue in the Education topic.)

Now, we will use this thesis to develop three different kinds of introduction.

The Questions Method

The first kind of introduction is the Questions Method. When using the questions method, you 

1) Generate (create) questions related to your thesis that are not your thesis. These questions should help your reader begin to think about what you are going to argue.

2) Use three to four of these relative questions to open your paragraph.

3) Creatively add your thesis to the end of these opening questions.

4) Your opening paragraph is finished!!!

Example Introduction Using the Questions Method:

Are English classes unnecessary? Can’t American schools allow students to choose the classes they are most interested in, even if English is not one of them? Wouldn’t students be better off taking their favorite classes or the subjects where they perform the best? The answer to all of these questions is no. English classes are a very important part of students’ education. They should never be cut out of schooling. 
Notice how the thesis is constructed of three questions related to the thesis.

- Are English classes unnecessary?

- Can’t American schools allow students to choose the classes they are most interested in, even if English is not one of them?

-Wouldn’t students be better off taking their favorite classes or the subjects where they perform the best?

After these three questions, a sentence is added to connect the body of questions to the thesis. This transitional sentence is not always needed. Sometimes, all you need is a set of questions that easily lead to your thesis question. 

Example:

Can English be removed from American students’ education? What would happen if this subject disappeared from our classrooms? Would students be able to function well without the skills being taught in English classes? English is a very important part of students’ education. Without it, all pupils would be lost. 
In this second example, a sentence is only added to the end of the questions and thesis combination for flow. You too can add sentences to your Questions introduction to make the flow better. 

The State, Negate, Correct and Thesis Method

In this type of introduction, you simply do the following:

1) Choose a false idea that most people believe is true about your thesis.

2) Negate that idea. Come right out and say it is wrong or untrue.

3) Correct that idea. Come right out and say what is true.

4) Cite your thesis.

Example Using State, Negate, Correct and Thesis Method

Most students believe that English is just a waste of their school time. This is not the truth. As a matter of fact, had it not been for English, many of these students would not be able to read, or speak, or form such an idea in their minds. English is a very important part of students’ education.

Notice how there is a false idea chosen to start the introduction.

- Most students believe that English is just as waste of their school time.

Then, I came right out and say that this idea is wrong.

-This is not the truth.

Next, I came right out and cast a correction for this idea.

-As a matter of fact, had it not been for English, many of these students…

Finally, I tacked on my thesis:

- English is a very important part of student’s education. 

The Use a Reliable Quotation Method

To use this method, you need to know exactly where to get a reliable quotation related to your thesis. Unless the person that spoke this quotation is terribly famous or known worldwide, your best bet would be to use a quotation recently spoken on a popular newscast, in the newspaper or in another reliable place where you can get the exact quotation to cite it. 

1) Introduce the quotation by telling who said it (and maybe when).

2) Briefly explain what this quotation means.

3) Agree or disagree with this quotation.

4) Tell why your agreement or disagreement is valid.

5) State your thesis.

Example of the Quotation Method

According to the National Council of Teachers of English, “educators generally agree that a rich literate environment is the beginning of literacy development” (“Print-Rich Environment, par. 1). This means that students learn their reading, writing and speaking skills in places where reading, writing and speaking are made a daily part of student development. This is the truth. Because literacy is so important today, students should be exposed to such “rich literate environments” as often as possible. They can get this exposure in English classes. English is very important to students’ education.
National Council of Teachers of English. “On the Importance of a Print-Rich Classroom


Environment.” NCTE.org. 16 Nov. 2006 < http://www.ncte.org/
about/over/positions/category/literacy/107510.htm?source=gs>.
Notice how I chose a quotation from a source I already knew about. 

- “According to the National Council of Teachers of English…”

Why should I make my paper more difficult by launching a large search when I know where some things are? If you can remember a good source to use in your introduction with a quotation, go to that source and get the exact quotation you need. Then, cite the paragraph number or page number and you have a source and a good intro quotation. 

Next, I explained what that quotation meant. Never overdo this. You want the reader to feel engaged but not stupid. 

- “This means that…”

After that, I stated that the quotation was true. I agreed. This was outright, but outright is okay is an argument. 

- “This is the truth.” 

Then, I told why my agreement was valid. 

- “Because literacy is so important…”

Last, I folded in my thesis. 

- “English is very important to students’ education.”
After a little discussion about the statement I used to open my paper, I introduced my thesis. I already knew that the quotation I had in my intro could not be used again, so it was okay to discuss this point in the introduction. This gets the reader involved in the topic I chose for my thesis. 

