US Forces Tighten Military Noose on SE Iraq as UN Countdown Begins 

DEBKAfile Exclusive Military Analysis – Part I

November 9, 2002, 7:31 PM (GMT+02:00)

Friday, November 8, while international attention was fixed on the UN Security Council vote by 15 to nothing in favor of the US-UK-Ireland ultimatum to Iraq to disarm, US aircraft dropped hundreds of thousands of leaflets over Iraqi troop concentrations that are building up in southwest Iraq, calling on them not to fire on US and British forces. The leaflets fluttered down over a 250-mile strip running close to the Iranian border from the big Iraqi land and air base at Al Kut, 135 miles southeast of Baghdad in the north, to the Shatt al Arb port city of Basra, Iraq’s only outlet to the Persian Gulf, in the south. 

In Baghdad’s first comment on the UN vote Saturday, November 9, Iraqi foreign minister Naji Sabri praised the UN Security Council for thwarting US plans to attack Iraq, clearly disregarding events on the ground. He promised a detailed response would be forthcoming within days. 

DEBKAfile’s military sources report the American leaflets targeted two major Iraqi military...
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  The Nuclear Threat is Real!

From DEBKAfile’s Special Counter-Terror Sources

November 9, 2002, 10:41 PM (GMT+02:00)

 Nuclear power station - prime target for terrorists

A bureaucratic mix-up in London Friday, November 8, forced British officialdom into the unwilling admission that international terrorists may now wield a nuclear threat and it could be aimed at Britain. 

On Thursday, November 7, Tom Ridge, US homeland minister and senior member of the Bush cabinet, said to the center for defense studies at King’s College London: “Our transportation networks, power generating plants and industries can be attacked with potentially catastrophic consequences. Our public safety and health infrastrucfures can be quickly overwhelmed producing casualties in the thousands or tens of thousands. This is the inescapable reality of the 21st century.” 

After the lecture, Ridge went into conference with British Home Minister, David Blunkett. Hours later, Britain had its first major warning of a potential “dirty bomb” or poison gas attack by “fanatical extremists of al Qaeda, who would attempt to strike again”. 

This is the text of the warning handed out to the...
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Battle for Tigris, Euphrates Rivers of S. Iraq 

DEBKAfile Exclusive Military Analysis – Part II

November 9, 2002, 7:41 PM (GMT+02:00)

   Saddam sets fire to southeastern Iraqi marshes

  Both the US-UK-Iranian alliance and Iraq have in the last two weeks beefed up their elite units in southeastern Iraq. The US-led assault force has two primary missions: 

A. Within the 60 days assigned to the UN inspectors for completing their report, the troops aim to assert military control over all southeastern Iraq up to the Iranian frontier including the Hawr al-Hammar lake and marshes. They will encircle the great oilfields of Khozistan, but stay outside. This mirrors the situation established earlier in northern Iraq, where US, British, Jordanian, Turkish and Iranian special forces present since April have taken control of much of the region, but came to a standstill at the gates of the two oil cities of Kirkuk and Mosul. 

US-led allied forces are under orders to skirt Iraq’s northern and southern oilfields for two reasons: One, their capture would nullify the UN oil-for-food program that requires Iraq to pump oil according to a quota. Two, it could goad Saddam to extreme...
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  Israel Plunges into Campaign for January election

DEBKAfile Special Analysis

November 5, 2002, 2:17 PM (GMT+02:00)

Sharon calls early election

Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon announced Tuesday, November 5, he had opted for an early election reluctantly as the lesser evil, rather than bow to “political extortion”. Later, a parliamentary committee set January 28, 2003 as voting day. 

This decision touched off a whirlwind of political action before Tuesday afternoon. In a broadcast news conference mobbed by the media, he denounced Labor’s walkout from the unity government last week - which left him with a minority government based on 55 out of 120 seats - as “politically capricious and irresponsible”. He also rejected as unacceptable the conditions laid down by the right-wing National Union (7 seats) leader Avigdor Lieberman to his subsequent overtures. Those terms included binding exceptions to a unity government with Labor - now or in a post-election lineup - and to a Palestinian state, as well as an early election. 

Former Likud prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu came back with a similar early election pre-condition for...
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Saudi Hand behind Egypt’s Anti-Jewish TV Serial 

DEBKAfile Special Analysis

November 4, 2002, 3:40 PM (GMT+02:00)

This week, two Egyptian TV channels begin running an extravagantly-produced serial based on the notorious Protocols of the Elders of Zion, an anti-Jewish document fabricated by the Tsar’s secret police in the early 20th century and decisively judged a forgery by historians. It will be aired nightly during the peak viewing period of the Muslim Ramadan, by two Egyptian channels - Dream TV, a private satellite channel, and the state-run Channel 2. 

DEBKAfile’s Middle East sources report “The Horse without Horseman” was produced by Arab Radio and Television of Saudi Arabia as an epic that was written, directed and played by Egyptians. It portrays the fictional Elders, the purported blueprint for Jewish global domination, as historical fact and, in a mishmash of periods, makes it also the guiding principle of Israeli policy. A director of the program says the series “is based on the history of Zionism”. 

Calls to cancel the Horse without Horseman, especially from the US government - on...
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  Arafat Molds Tanzim, al Aqsa Brigades into Private Army of Suicides

DEBKAfile Special Report 

November 6, 2002, 10:55 PM (GMT+02:00)

Tanzim militia suicide killer

 Egypt, with quiet American encouragement, is engaged in a complicated diplomatic maneuver to persuade the Hamas to halt its suicide-murder attacks on Israelis by setting up meetings in Cairo between PLO representatives and the Damascus-based leaders of the Hamas: Khaled Mash’al and Abu Marzuk. This initiative comes from officials in the US State Department and European Union, led by Colin Powell and Javier Solana. 

DEBKAfile’s political analysts note that both these officials cling against all odds to their dream of persuading Yasser Arafat to one day give up terror. Their latest ploy addresses the Islamic extremes of the Palestinian movement, the Hamas and the Jihad Islami, the idea being that if they are induced to stop their suicidal terror practices, the Tanzim and al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades run by Arafat’s Fatah will follow suit. 

The Damascus officials of the two Islamic groups, who collaborate closely with the Hizballah and the al Qaeda contingent in Lebanon, see no reason to...
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Sharon Expands Strategic Cabinet Ahead of Coalition Talks

November 2, 2002, 8:56 PM (GMT+02:00)

Since Labor quit Israel’s ruling coalition government, prime minister Ariel Sharon has been widely expected to re-orient to the right for the sake of new ultra-nationalist partners to shore up his minority government of 55 – or else face an early election. 

However, DEBKAfile’s political analysts note that Sharon’s first actions after losing his national unity government last Wednesday, October 31, signal no such policy shift. 

Sharon will not be hustled into giving ground to right-wing demands. 

He is not the first Israeli prime minister to govern with a parliamentary minority. If he falls at a parliamentary hurdle – a non-confidence motion will be tabled Monday, November 4 - he must call an election within 90 days, remaining at the head of a caretaker administration. Since Labor’s walkout, all the opinion polls promise Sharon’s Likud a landslide victory against a sharply reduced Labor. 

The prime minister is therefore fairly free to focus on firming up the informal body that he considers of prime importance for keeping the country – and his government – safe during this period of emergency: his inner war, or strategic, cabinet. 

Ben Eliezer has been quoted as describing Sharon as the master chef of this kitchen cabinet who dishes up its product to the rest of the government with the help of Peres as waiter. 
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Iran’s Jewish Prisoners – Hostages to Its Trade Ties

November 2, 2002, 8:50 PM (GMT+02:00)

A small group of Iranian Jews - between three and eight – is missing. 

After announcing their imminent release from jail, no one in the Islamic Republic now admits to knowing their whereabouts. DEBKA-Net-Weekly’s Tehran sources have established that the men never reached their homes, leaving their families gravely concerned. 

The closed-door trial in July 2000 in the southern Iranian city of Shiraz which convicted thirteen Iranian Jews of spying for the “Zionist regime” was widely condemned internationally. It was held in a “revolutionary” court, in which the judge is also prosecutor. The sentences handed down ranged from eight to twelve years. Human rights groups urged Iran to overturn the convictions. Three were subsequently cleared and two completed their sentences. 

Suddenly, last week, it was announced in Tehran that Iran’s supreme ruler, Ali Khamenei had pardoned three of the jailed Jews, their names placed on the list of 742 to be released on the occasion of the birthday of the Mahdi, the Shiite messiah. The announcement came with a promise to commute the sentences of the last five Jews still in prison. 
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Sharon’s Minority Government Will Survive Labor’s Walkout

October 30, 2002, 9:41 PM (GMT+02:00)

Ariel Sharon shows no sign of knuckling under to the demand from his resigned defense minister, the Labor leader Binyamin Ben Eliezer, for an early election next March or April. Labor’s walkout from the unity government leaves Sharon with a minority government of 55 out of 120 Knesset seats instead of the handy 80 his unity government enjoyed for one year, ten months. But he has prospects. The prime minister achieved his first victory one hour after his government was whittled down when he rallied a majority of 67 Knesset members for the passage of the 2003 State Budget against 45 nay voters led by Labor and 2 abstentions. 

Winning over the Mahane Leumi-Israel Beitenu and other hawkish factions to take his government past the 61 barrier will be his next order of business. 
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Red Sea Shipping and Ports as WMD Targets

October 28, 2002, 10:02 PM (GMT+02:00)

Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon informed the Knesset foreign affairs and security committee on Monday, October 28, that Iraq has airplanes capable of delivering biological and chemical weapons over Israel. The official “there’s nothing to worry about” campaign run from Jerusalem until now is gradually making way for a more realistic assessment.
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