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The Governor’s School for Government and International Studies 

Advanced Placement United States and Virginia History

Dr. Ericson

354-6800 Ex 3055

Office Hours: Periods 3 & 4, Room 305

bericson@gsgis.k12.va.us
http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
Course Description: AP United States History requires student involvement in an in-depth study of the political, social, economic, and diplomatic history of the United States from the early 17th century until the 1980s.  An emphasis is placed on the time period after 1763 with particular focus on the events of the 19th and the first half of the 20th centuries.  The rigor of the course is comparable to a freshman survey of U.S. history at most colleges and universities.  Classroom instruction is conducted through lectures, student-led discussions, presentations, and cooperative work.  In keeping with this advanced level, reading and writing requirements are extensive.  A significant component of the course concerns the development of academic skills including; historical research, information analysis, formal research writing, appropriate source documentation, persuasive essay construction, oral presentation, and debate.  It is expected that student taking the AP course will take the College Board’s AP exam in this subject area.  Accordingly, emphasis is given throughout the year to the techniques and skills required to do well on the exam.

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the goal is for students to:

1. Learn to acquire and manage large amounts of information delivered through a variety of instructional methods;

2. Identify, interpret, evaluate, and employ primary and secondary historical sources to questions of American history;

3. Engage in the acquisition of primary and secondary sources for use in their own historical analysis and interpretation;

4. Formulate written and oral arguments, which encapsulate their own interpretations of U.S. history as well as those of leading scholars in the field;

5. Learn to recognize the varieties of historical interpretation;

6. Experience a full range of written and oral communication methods appropriate to the historian’s craft and learn procedures and/or formatting of such methods;

7. Become aware of local, regional, and national opportunities for the advancement of knowledge of U.S. history.

Class Rules and Expectations: 
1. Respect the teacher as well as each other.

2. Major assignments (Papers and projects) will be accepted one school day late, but at a loss of one letter grade. After four school days, the highest possible grade will be 70%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

3. All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class. No exceptions. Assignments must be printed out. Late homework will be accepted with a loss of one letter grade the following school day. Any assignments turned in after four school days, the highest possible grade will be 50%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally.

4. Students who are absent are expected to turn in assignments on the school day they return to school. You can always find me in room 305 if I am not in class. Early dismissals or late arrivals are not considered absences. If you are in the building, your homework is due.

5. No absences are excused unless a doctor’s note is submitted.

6. No chewing gum or eating is allowed in class. Students are not permitted to leave the class during a lecture or class discussion. If you have an emergency, let me know. Students may leave, one at a time only, during class activities. Please sign out and in.   

7. Students are responsible to make arrangements with the teacher for making up tests and    quizzes missed during excused absences. All tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of your return to school. Any make-ups beyond that date will be graded at a maximum of 85%. All make-up tests will be taken after school either with the teacher or in the testing lab. 
All assignments must be completed by the end of the marking period.
8. Students should have a binder, paper, and black and blue pens in class at all times. All students are required to take notes. Students are responsible for getting notes if they are absent. Notes are not posted. Get them from a classmate. Notebooks will be checked regularly. 

9. Extensive amounts of reading and writing are required for this class. Tests will cover all assigned readings. There may be unannounced quizzes on the readings. Due to the heavy writing component, do not expect immediate grading results. 

10. Midterm and Final exams will count as 20% of semester grades’ respectively.

11. Students are responsible for assignments missed during absences. Assignments will be posted on my web-page accessible at http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
12. Disruption, tardiness, cell phone use or working on other subjects during this class is prohibited. No Ipods or MP3 Players are allowed in class, ever. All honor council rules and regulations must be followed. All assignments must be pledged. 

13. Plagiarism is a punishable offense. Plagiarism includes copying from classmates, copying words and ideas from web-sites, textbooks, encyclopedias, reference sources, historical works, etc…Cut and paste is plagiarism! Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and will automatically be referred to the honor council. Don’t Do it!  

14. Please keep the classroom clean!

Grading Policy

Tests

35%

1-2 per quarter – Includes Multiple Choice, Essay and

Document Based Questions

Papers and Projects
35%

Individual and Group Projects

Daily Grades
30%

Homework, activities, participation, quizzes 

Textbook: Brinkley, Alan. American History: A Survey. New York, NY: McGraw Hill, 2007.
Supplimental Texts: 

Oats, Stephen and Errico, Charles Portrait of America, Volumes I and II: From the European Discovery of America to the End of Reconstruction. Boston; Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007.

Suggested Sources:

The National Repository of Online Courses at http://www.montereyinstitute.org/nroc/nrocdemos.html
Historyteacher.net at http://www.historyteacher.net/index.htm
AP United States History Test Preparation Manuel from Research and Education Association, Princeton Review or similar manuals. 

 Supplementary Readings Sources: (usually provided as handouts)


Boorstin, Daniel J. The Americans: The Colonial Experience, The Americans: The National Experience, and The Americans: The Democratic Experience. New York: Vintage Books, 1958, 1965 and 1974.


Brinkley, Alan and McPherson (eds) Days of Destiny; Crossroads in American History. New York, DK Publishing, 2001


Foner, Eric. (ed.) The New American History. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1997.


Hofstadter, Richard. The Age of Reform: From Bryan to FDR. New York: Vintage Books, 1955.


Jefferson, Thomas. Notes on the State of Virginia, William Peden, (ed.) Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1982.


Loewen, James. Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong. New York: Touchstone, 1996.



Madison, James, Hamilton, Alexander and Jay. John, The Federalist Papers, Isaac Kramnick (ed.) London, Pengiun Books, 1987.


Ketcham, Ralph (ed). The Anti-Federalist Papers and the Constitution Convention Debates. New York; Signet Classics, 1986.


Riordon, William.  Plunkitt of Tammany Hall: A Series of Very Plain Talks on Very Practical Politics. New York: Signet Classics, 1995.


Schlesinger, Arthur M. The Cycles of American History. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999.

Smith, Duane (general editor). We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution. Calabasas, CA: Center for Civic Education, 1995.


The Bedford Series in American History and Culture (in chronological order)

Rowlandson, Mary. The Sovereighty and Goodness of God; with Related Documents. Edited with an Introduction by Neal Salisbury. Boston: Bedford Books, 1997.

Countryman, Edward, (ed.) How Did American Slavery Begin? Boston: Bedford Books, 1999.

Kornfield, Eve (ed). Creating an American Culture, 1775-1800; A Brief History with Documents. Boston: Bedford Books, 2001.

Watson, Harry L. (ed) Andrew Jackson vs. Henry Clay; Democracy and Development in Antebellum America. Boston: Bedford Books, 1998. 

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Written by Himself. Edited with an Introduction by David W. Blight. Boston: Bedford Books, 1993.

Green, Micheal and Perdue, Theda (eds). The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents. Boston: Bedford Books, 1995. 

Etulain, Richard (ed.) Does the Frontier Experience Make America Exceptional? Boston: Bedford Books, 1999.

Major Topics

1. The Spanish Discovery and conquest of the Americas

2. Discovery and settlement of North America

3. British Colonial America

4. The American Revolutionary Period

5. The Articles of Confederation, The Constitution and the Federalist period

6. Jeffersonian Democracy and the Rise of Nationalism

7. The Jacksonian Era and the Antebellum South

8. Economic Expansionism, Manifest Destiny and Native American Land.

9. Abolitionism, Slavery and Political Debate

10. Reform Movements and Free Labor vs. Wage Slavery

11. Civil War and Reconstruction

12. The Roots and Impact of Gilded Age Industrialization

13. National Politics, the Closing of the West and the emergence of Populism

14. Immigration and the Growth of Urban Centers

15. Progressivism

16. American Expansion Abroad, 1865-1914

17. World War I

18. The 1920s

19. The Great Depression and the New Deal

20. Foreign Policy in the inter-war years, 1920-1941

21. World War II

22. Post-War Economic Booms: 1945-1965 

23. The Cold War

24. The Civil Rights Movement and the Foundations of Domestic Upheaval

25. Vietnam: The War and its Legacy

26. The 1970s: Watergate, The Equal Rights Amendment, The Energy Crisis and Tension in the Middle East

27. The Rise of Conservatism: The Reagan-Bush Years and the end of the Cold War.

28. Desert Storm and the 1990s


Advanced Placement United States History

Dr. Ericson

2009-2010
This acknowledges that the undersigned student has received an overview of the course noted above, as well as a briefing on teacher expectations, general requirements for success and class rules. A syllabus provides learning objectives, key themes and related questions, and the year’s reading assignments will be provided. Any changes to the syllabus are subject to teacher discretion. 

Please feel free to contact me if there are any questions or concerns.

Dr. Ericson

_______________________________                    __________________________

Student Signature                                                   Date

_______________________________                    __________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                   Date

The Governor’s School for Government and International Studies 

United States and Virginia History

Dr. Ericson

354-6800 Ex 3055

Office Hours: Periods 3 & 4, Room 305
bericson@gsgis.k12.va.us
http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
Course Description: The Honors United States History course requires students to analyze the political, economic, social, and cultural history of the American nation and its peoples.  Students will receive a thorough and differentiated knowledge of American culture through a chronological and/or thematic survey and assessment of the major issues, movements, peoples, and events in both United States and Virginia history.  Students will practice and understand the skills necessary for responsible citizenship and participation in our multicultural American society. Classroom instruction is conducted through lectures, presentations, student-led discussions, presentations and cooperative activities. Opportunities are also provided for students to explore historical topics of personal interest beyond the SOLs. Students may choose to take the College Board Advance Placement Exam in American History. 

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the goal is for students to:

1. Establish a solid framework in historical research, writing and document analysis.

2. Explain and analyze patterns of historical change and continuity over time.

3. Develop an appreciation for the impact of geography, economy, individuals and policy on the development of the United States.

4. To develop a deeper understanding and interest in American History.

Class Rules and Expectations:

1. Respect the teacher as well as each other.

2. Major assignments (Papers and projects) will be accepted one school day late, but at a loss of one letter grade. After four school days, the highest possible grade will be 70%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

3. All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class. No exceptions. Assignments must be printed out. Late homework will be accepted with a loss of one letter grade the following school day. Any assignments turned in after four school days, the highest possible grade will be 50%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally.

4. Students who are absent are expected to turn in assignments on the school day they return to school. You can always find me in room 305 if I am not in class. Early dismissals or late arrivals are not considered absences. If you are in the building, your homework is due.

5. No absences are excused unless a doctor’s note is submitted.

6. No chewing gum or eating is allowed in class. Students are not permitted to leave the class during a lecture or class discussion. If you have an emergency, let me know. Students may leave, one at a time only, during class activities. Please sign out and in.   

7.  Students are responsible to make arrangements with the teacher for making up tests and    quizzes missed during excused absences. All tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of your return to school. Any make-ups beyond that date will be graded at a maximum of 85%. All make-up tests will be taken after school either with the teacher or in the testing lab. 
All assignments must be completed by the end of the marking period.
8. Students should have a binder, paper, and black and blue pens in class at all times. All students are required to take notes. Students are responsible for getting notes if they are absent. Notes are not posted. Get them from a classmate. Notebooks will be checked regularly. 

9. Midterm and Final exams will count as 20% of semester grades’ respectively.

10. Students are responsible for assignments missed during absences. Assignments will be posted on my web-page accessible at http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
11. Disruption, tardiness, cell phone use or working on other subjects during this class is prohibited. Follow all honor council rules and regulations. 

12. Plagiarism is a punishable offense. Plagiarism includes copying from classmates, copying words and ideas from web-sites, textbooks, encyclopedias, reference sources, historical works, etc…Cut and paste is plagiarism! Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and will automatically be referred to the honor council. Don’t Do it!  

13. Please keep the classroom clean!

Grading Policy

Tests


30%

1-2 per quarter

Papers and Projects
35%

Individual and Group Projects

Daily Grades
35%

Homework, special activities, participation, and 

quizzes 

Textbooks:

The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People, Alan Brinkley, ed. New York: Columbia University, 2008.
Supplemental readings and a variety of primary source documents will also be provided. 

Supplimental Texts: 

Oats, Stephen and Errico, Charles Portrait of America, Volumes I and II: From the European Discovery of America to the End of Reconstruction. Boston; Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007.

Reasoning with Democratic Values, Volumes I and II, by Alan Lockwood and David Harris

Major Topics
1. Discovery and settlement of North America

2. British Colonial America

3. The American Revolutionary Period

4. The Articles of Confederation, The Constitution and the Federalist period

5. Jeffersonian Democracy and the Rise of Nationalism

6. The Jacksonian Era and the Antebellum South

7. Economic Expansionism, Manifest Destiny and Native American Land.

8. Abolitionism, Slavery and Political Debate

9. Reform Movements and Free Labor vs. Wage Slavery

10. Civil War and Reconstruction

11. The Roots and Impact of Gilded Age Industrialization

12. National Politics, the Closing of the West and the emergence of Populism

13. Immigration and the Growth of Urban Centers

14. Progressivism

15. American Expansion Abroad, 1865-1914

16. World War I

17. The 1920s

18. The Great Depression and the New Deal

19. Foreign Policy in the inter-war years, 1920-1941

20. World War II

21. Post-War Economic Booms: 1945-1965 

22. The Cold War

23. The Civil Rights Movement and the Foundations of Domestic Upheaval

24. Vietnam: The War and its Legacy

25. The 1970s: Watergate, The Equal Rights Amendment, The Energy Crisis and Tension in the Middle East

26. The Rise of Conservatism: The Reagan-Bush Years and the end of the Cold War.

27. Desert Storm and the 1990s

United States and Virginia History

Dr. Ericson

2009-2010
This acknowledges that the undersigned student has received an overview of the course noted above, as well as a briefing on teacher expectations, general requirements for success and class rules. A syllabus provides learning objectives, key themes and related questions, and the year’s reading assignments will be provided. Any changes to the syllabus are subject to teacher discretion. 

Please feel free to contact me if there are any questions or concerns.

Dr. Ericson

_______________________________                    __________________________

Student Signature                                                   Date

_______________________________                    __________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                   Date

The Governor’s School for Government and International Studies 

International Relations, First Semester

Dr. Ericson

354-6800 Ex. 3055

Office Hours: Periods 3 & 4, Room 305

bericson@gsgis.k12.va.us
http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
Course Description: This is an introductory level, one semester course in which students will discuss the evolution of the world political system from the nation state to the contemporary cooperative examples of the United Nations and the European Economic Community. The diplomatic instruments of international politics are stressed. Questions such as the use and abuse of power, arms, and international law solutions are covered. Contemporary world problems and their solution are considered in light of national interest and power relationships. 

Course Objectives:


1. Develop a comprehensive understanding of the structure and operation of world politics;

2. Understand the basic fundamental principles which formulate American foreign policy;

3. Increase their awareness of current international issues and events.

Class Rules and Expectations:

1. Respect the teacher as well as each other.

2. Major assignments (Papers and projects) will be accepted one school day late, but at a loss of one letter grade. After four school days, the highest possible grade will be 70%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

3. All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class. No exceptions. Assignments must be printed out. Late homework will be accepted with a loss of one letter grade the following school day. Any assignments turned in after four school days, the highest possible grade will be 50%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

4. Students who are absent are expected to turn in assignments on the school day they return to school. You can always find me in room 305 if I am not in class. Early dismissals or late arrivals are not considered absences. If you are in the building, your homework is due.

5. No absences are excused unless a doctor’s note is submitted.

6. No chewing gum or eating is allowed in class. Students are not permitted to leave the class during a lecture or class discussion. If you have an emergency, let me know. Students may leave, one at a time only, during class activities. Please sign out and in.   

7. Students are responsible to make arrangements with the teacher for making up tests and    quizzes missed during excused absences. All tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of your return to school. Any make-ups beyond that date will be graded at a maximum of 85%. All make-up tests will be taken after school either with the teacher or in the testing lab. 
All assignments must be completed by the end of the marking period.
8. Students should have a binder, paper, and black and blue pens in class at all times. All students are required to take notes. Students are responsible for getting notes if they are absent. Notes are not posted. Get them from a classmate. Notebooks will be checked regularly. 

9. This course will be instructed as would a seminar. Consequently class participation is necessary to a successful learning environment. Students should be prepared to both participate and lead panel discussions. 

10. Exams count as 20% of semester grade.

11. Students are responsible for assignments missed during absences. Assignments will be posted on my web-page accessible at http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
12. Disruption, tardiness, cell phone use or working on other subjects during this class is prohibited. Follow all honor council rules and regulations. All assignments must be pledged.
13. Plagiarism is a punishable offense. Plagiarism includes copying from classmates, copying words and ideas from web-sites, textbooks, encyclopedias, reference sources, historical works, etc…Cut and paste is plagiarism! Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and will automatically be referred to the honor council. Don’t Do it!  

14. Please keep the classroom clean!

Grading Policy

Tests


30%

1-2 Tests per quarter

Projects


35%

Individual and Group Projects

Daily Grades
35%

Homework, Current Events, Panel Discussions, Class Activities, Participation, and Quizzes

Text:
Michael G. Roskin and Nicholas O. Berry, The New World of International Relations, 7th Edition, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2008. 

Supplemental readings, scholarly articles, documents and case studies will also be provided

Outline: From The New World of International Relations
Part I: The Cold War Come and Gone

Chapter 1: Strange New World: Power and Systems in Transformation

Chapter 2: America’s Changing Interests

Chapter 3: “Wrong, Terribly Wrong”: The United States and Vietnam

Chapter 4: Can the United States Lead the World?

Chapter 5: From Russia to the Soviet Union

Chapter 6: From the Soviet Union back to Russia

Part II: The Global South 

Chapter 7: South Africa and the End of Colonialism

Chapter 8: Eternal Warfare in the Holy Land

Chapter 9: Oil and Turmoil: The Persian Gulf

Chapter 10: The Troubled Americas: Our Neglected South

Chapter 11: Economic Development: The Rich and Poor

The Governor’s School for Government and International Studies 

International Studies, Second Semester

Dr. Ericson

354-6800 Ex. 3055

Office Hours: Periods 3 & 4, Room 305

bericson@gsgis.k12.va.us
http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
Course Description: This is a one semester, duel enrollment course, which introduces various approaches to the study of international problems. It briefly reviews the history of world politics with particular emphasis on issues, such as unilateral versus multilateral relations, balance of power, and collective security. The course will also focus on legal and ethical issues such as war crimes, human rights violations, genocide, sustainable development and Globalization. The course will also cover current discussions in international politics such as the role of the United Nations, and military intervention. 

Course Objectives:


1. Students will learn various approaches to analyzing and understanding many of the alternative theories and processes in the world today.  

2. They will also learn how to argue for and against foreign policy options utilizing each of these approaches. 

3. They will learn reach informed assessments regarding the significance the nature of world politics.  Is the world becoming more global, or will sovereign and autonomous states will continue, individually and in alliance, to control most outcomes as they have done since the 17th Century. 
Class Rules and Expectations:

1. Respect the teacher as well as each other.

2. Major assignments (Papers and projects) will be accepted one school day late, but at a loss of one letter grade. After four school days, the highest possible grade will be 70%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

3. All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class. No exceptions. Assignments must be printed out. Late homework will be accepted with a loss of one letter grade the following school day. Any assignments turned in after four school days, the highest possible grade will be 50%. It is the responsibility of the student to find me and give the assignment to me personally. 

4. Students who are absent are expected to turn in assignments on the school day they return to school. You can always find me in room 305 if I am not in class. Early dismissals or late arrivals are not considered absences. If you are in the building, your homework is due.

5. No absences are excused unless a doctor’s note is submitted.

6. No chewing gum or eating is allowed in class. Students are not permitted to leave the class during a lecture or class discussion. If you have an emergency, let me know. Students may leave, one at a time only, during class activities. Please sign out and in.   

7. Students are responsible to make arrangements with the teacher for making up tests and    quizzes missed during excused absences. All tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of your return to school. Any make-ups beyond that date will be graded at a maximum of 85%. All make-up tests will be taken after school either with the teacher or in the testing lab. 
All assignments must be completed by the end of the marking period.
8. Students should have a binder, paper, and black and blue pens in class at all times. All students are required to take notes. Students are responsible for getting notes if they are absent. Notes are not posted. Get them from a classmate. Notebooks will be checked regularly. 

9. This course will be instructed as would a seminar. Consequently class participation is necessary to a successful learning environment. Students should be prepared to both participate and lead panel discussions. 

10. Exams count as 20% of semester grade.

11. Students are responsible for assignments missed during absences. Assignments will be posted on my web-page accessible at http://www.gsgis.k12.va.us/facultyweb/index.html
12. Disruption, tardiness, cell phone use or working on other subjects during this class is prohibited. Follow all honor council rules and regulations. All assignments must be pledged.
13. Plagiarism is a punishable offense. Plagiarism includes copying from classmates, copying words and ideas from web-sites, textbooks, encyclopedias, reference sources, historical works, etc…Cut and paste is plagiarism! Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and will automatically be referred to the honor council. Don’t Do it!  

14. Please keep the classroom clean!

Grading Policy

Tests


30%

1-2 Tests per quarter

Projects
35%

Individual and Group Projects, including a major research

project

Daily Grades
35%

Homework, Current Events, Panel Discussions, Class Activities, Participation, and Quizzes

Text:
Michael G. Roskin and Nicholas O. Berry, The New World of International Relations, 7th Edition, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2008. 

Supplemental readings, scholarly articles, documents and case studies will also be provided

Outline: From The New World of International Relations
Part III: Eternal Threats


Chapter 12: Why Wars?


Chapter 13: National Security: How States Protect Themselves


Chapter 14: Nuclear Politics: The Bomb is Here to Stay


Chapter 15: The Challenge of Terrorism

Part IV: The Economic Blocs


Chapter 16: Europe Divorces America


Chapter 17: Asia: China as Number One


Chapter 18: The United States and Globalization

Part V: The Politics of the new World


Chapter 19: Diplomacy


Chapter 20: International Law


Chapter 21: The United Nations


Chapter 22: Giving Peace a Chance

 International Relations and International Studies

Dr. Ericson

2009-2010

This acknowledges that the undersigned student has received an overview of the course noted above, as well as a briefing on teacher expectations, general requirements for success and class rules. A syllabus provides learning objectives, key themes and related questions, and the year’s reading assignments will be provided. Any changes to the syllabus are subject to teacher discretion. 

Please feel free to contact me if there are any questions or concerns.

Dr. Ericson

_______________________________                    __________________________

Student Signature                                                   Date

_______________________________                    __________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                   Date
