Updated to October 21, 2009
International Relations

Lesson Plan for Week of September 8, 2009

Dr. Ericson

Day 1

Objective:
To discuss course expectations and requirements

Handout:
Syllabus, Study Guide for Chapter 1 (see below)

Homework:
Chapter 1 Study guide due Wednesday, September 16
Day 2

Objective:
To discuss framework for a public policy debate on topic TBA
Discussion:
Walter Russell Meads’ Four Schools on American Foreign policy
International Relations

Lesson Plan for Week of September 14, 2009

Dr. Ericson

Day 1 and 2
Discussion of global systems in the post Cold War era. What is the connection between the implementation of policy objectives from the standpoint of the departments of State, Defense and National Security?



Reading and Discussion:
Cobra II, Chapter 1



Video:

Frontline:
Bush’s War  
International Relations

Dr. Ericson

Text: The New World of International Relations
Chapter 1:
Strange New World, pages 2-18
· Key Terms:
Identify and define the following terms in approximately four sentences each.
· balance of power


bipolar system

· globalization


multipolar system

· Systems



Westphalian

· Metternichian


Bismarckian

Key Questions:
Answer the following questions in roughly 2-3 

paragraphs per question.

· What new system is emerging? How can you tell? Is this new system likely to be stable?

· Explain Huntington’s “Clash of Civilizations” Theory. Do news events since 9/11 confirm or refute this theory?

Answers can all found in the textbook. Due Wednesday, September 16, 2009
International Relations

Lesson Plan for Week of September 21, 2009

Dr. Ericson

Day 1:


Objective:
To discuss in detail Chapter 1 on Power Systems.
Day 2:
Objective: 
To read and discuss classical origins of Realism and Classical Liberalism

Readings from: 
Aristotle’s Politics, Hobbes’ Leviathan, Locke’s Second Treatise and Marx and Engels’ Communist Manifesto.

Day 3:

Current Events discussion: Obama’s Speech to the General Assembly.  
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Lesson Plan for Week of September 28, 2009

Dr. Ericson

Day 1:


Reading:
From:
Foreign Policy: on Realism, by Paul Wolfowitz


Class Discussion:
What is Realism in the 21st Century? Is President Obama a realist? Was George Bush? Use classical theorist in defense or to refute.

Day 2:
Reading and Discussion: 
George Kennan’s Sources of Soviet Conduct
International Relations

Lesson Plan for Week of September October 5, 2009
Dr. Ericson
Days 1-2 
Objective:
To understand factors leading to the Russian withdrawal from the Great War in 1917, the Bolshevik Revolution, Civil War and the Red Scare.

 Reading: From: The Dynamics of Soviet Foreign Policy, and Primary Source Documents 


Video: Excerpts from the History Channel’s Stalin, Man of Steel 

Day 3

Current Events: US/Pakistani Relations

International Relations

Dr. Ericson

Text: The New World of International Relations
Chapter 2:
“America’s Changing National Interests,” pages 20-35

· Key Terms:
Identify and define the following terms in approximately four sentences each.
· Containment


Marshall Plan

· Manifest Destiny


Truman Doctrine

· Atlantic Charter


Globalism

· National Interest


Isolationism


Key Questions:
Answer the following questions in roughly 2-3 

paragraphs per question.

· Why was the Nineteenth Century a poor guide for U.S. national security in the Twentieth Century?

· How were the Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan and Kennan’s “X” Article all part of the same policy?

Answers can all found in the textbook.  Due Monday, October 5

International Relations

Lesson Plan for Week of September October 12, 2009
Dr. Ericson
Day 1


Objective:
To understand how tensions between the US and the USSR escalated immediately following the end of WWII. How did American perceptions of the USSR change under the Truman administration?”

Discussion:
What was the Baruch Plan for Atomic regulation? How did the crises in Turkey and Greece mark a turning point in American foreign policy? How did the Truman Doctrine reshape American perceptions of its role in maintaining peace? 


Readings: Truman Doctrine and NSC-68
Day 2


Current Events:
Russia
International Relations

Dr. Ericson

Text: The New World of International Relations
Chapters 5 & 6 “From Russia to the Soviet Union… and Back to Russia”

Key Terms:
Identify and define the following terms in approximately four sentences each.
· Brest-Litovsk


Detente

· Comintern



Glasnost

· Non-Aggression Pact

Perestroika

· Geopolitics



Kleptocracy

· Yalta





Key Questions:
Answer the following questions in roughly 2-3 
paragraphs per question.

1. How does geography structure Russia’s history and security policies? How does this differ from those of the U.S.?

2. Why did the collapse of communism not lead to a prosperous, friendly and democratic Russia? How would you define today’s Russia?

Due: 
Monday, October 19, 2009
Test:
Chapters 1, 2, 5 & 6, Wednesday, October 21, 2009

