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OUR CODE OF ETHICS: HAVE PERMISSION AND DO NO HARM

FEBRUARY MEETING
Our February 12th program will feature South

Florida Treasure Hunter’s Club (SFTHC) member Nick
Mosca. Nick is a jeweler with more than 30 years
experience who is also a diamond & colored stone
specialist. He will demonstrate gold testing, talk about
how, when and where to sell your gold, give ideas about
turning less attractive finds into true treasures, and even
ID any stones that you’ve been wondering about. Nick
buys gold from many SFTHC members and gives good
prices. (Editor’s note: when asked if he would buy gold at
our meeting, Nick said yes, but that is not his goal. He
might just talk you out of selling right now! Come to the
meeting and find out why!)

Thanks in advance to volunteers Joe & Joanne Keeley
for volunteering to bring Refreshments and to Tom
Lieberman who will provide the “Mystery Item.”

JOIN US AT PA BBQ BEFORE THE MEETING!
Catch up with friends, old and new, over dinner in the

back room of PA BBQ at 5:30 p.m. (Dutch treat!)

Park Ave. BBQ & Grille
2401 N. Dixie Hwy (US 1)

Lake Worth, Florida

Please don’t forget to return books, DVDs and tapes that
you checked out from the library last month!

SILENT AUCTION
Start cleaning out your closets, garages and storage

facilities! It’s that time once again to gather goodies to
donate to the GCTC Silent Auction. Our March 12th

meeting will not have a speaker. Our mission will be to
RAISE MONEY for our club. More information will
follow in the next meeting and newsletter.

JIM WARNKE MEMORIAL HUNT/ PICNIC
This annual hunt and picnic will be held on Sunday,

March 8 at a place to be announced at the club meeting.
Planted items will be American coins older than 50 years.
Some of the coins will be silver. Unfortunately, due to the
cost of silver coins and current difficulty to obtain silver
coins, the club had to switch from an all silver coin hunt to
American coins. A hunt orientation meeting will be held
at 9 a.m. The hunt will be followed with a picnic. The
club will provide hot dogs, buns, condiments, beverages
and all eating and drinking accessories. Members are
encouraged to bring a side dish. Also, bring a chair, table
and other items that make a picnic enjoyable. The entry
fee for the hunt is $5 per metal detector if paid before the
hunt. At the hunt, the cost will be $7. Sign up at the
February club meeting or RSVP by March 5 to Linda
Bennett (561-791-7682) with the number in your party.
This will allow the club to provide enough coins and food.
Only members may participate. Sorry, NO coils over 12”
or PI detectors allowed! Also, headphones are
required! This is a standing club policy for planted hunts!

HEAD$ UP PROCRASTINATORS!
In light of the current economy, the board is offering a

“bail out” to those who’ve had difficulty paying their
membership renewals. Typically, the $5 initiation fee is
due, in addition to the $30 membership fee, if a member
has not renewed by January 31st. This year the renewal
deadline is extended until the February 12th meeting. If
you haven’t renewed, now is your chance!

AWESOME RAFFLE!
Thank You, White’s Metal Detectors, for donating a

Bull’s Eye Pinpointer! Don’t miss out! Tickets are only $3
each, or 2 for $5. See Karen or Ken to get your tix!

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE 7:30 P.M. FEBRUARY 12
AT THE WEST PALM BEACH GARDEN CLUB IN DREHER PARK

IN WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA
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MEMBERS BUY AND SELL COLUMN

KEVIN REILLY offers a complete line of new & used
detectors, scoops, cleaners, tumblers and books. He also
does custom metal working and laser detailing. For
details, call 954-971-6102. Low prices plus 10% discount
to members! See my website: www.rtgstore.com.

TOM LIEBERMAN – Ready to serve your real estate
needs. Call 561-852-7409; email: telieberman@aol.com

ED WESTON – WANTED: Collectable and antique
fishing tackle. Lures, rods, reels. 561-622-9282.

FRANK and PAULINE NASH – Minelab and Fisher
metal detectors for sale: palmbeachmetaldetectors.com.
The owners are club members Frank and Pauline Nash.
When you purchase a new detector from them or refer a
customer to them, 10% of the net profits will go directly
to benefit our club and its members. Call 561-743-5248.

JERRY LAUR – FOR SALE: Hard-bed cover for
short-bed truck. New in Jan 2008. Paid over $800. Will
sell for $450. Call 561-694-7963.

STACEY deLUCIA - selling never used, NEW Singer
Commercial Grade Sewing Machine, CG-590: 18 built-in
stitch patterns, 4 step buttonhole, motor is 60% stronger
than standard machine, faster speed - up to 1,100 stitches
per minute, free arm, stainless steel bed plate, automatic
needle. Includes carrying case, a special ruffler & Singer
Essentials "Side Cutter" to trim away excess fabric as
you sew. Paid $425. Reduced! Yours for $285. E-mail:
sdeLuc823@aol.com / call 561-687-2310 for more info.

STACEY deLUCIA - For Sale: Minelab X-Terra 50
with Minelab Carrying Case, Manual & DVD. Purchased
NEW 4.28.08; used ONCE for 2 hours. MINT Condition!
Excellent competition hunter! Must Sell! Sacrifice: $485.
Call 561-687-2310 or e-mail sdeLuc823@aol.com

JOHN SILLING - KollectAll V8! Software to catalogue
anything and everything you collect. K8! has over 40
collectibles templates including the Treasure and Water
Treasure hunter. K8! is an EZ way to inventory all your
finds. Special GCTC member pricing, only $10.00 per
copy with all proceeds going to the club treasury. See
Ken Lubinski to buy your copy!

Bob Dobski is seeking a roommate to share hotel
expenses at the Great Southern Beach Shootout in April.
The cost for two nights will be $100/person (not
including taxes). Call Bob at 561-265-0437 or 989-245-
0110. Email address is kb8wjf2@yahoo.com

Club members can advertise items for sale or items wanted, free of
charge. Sometimes ads will need to be edited due to available space.
Items do not have to be related to metal detecting. Contact Linda
Bennett to place your ad.

Email: gctreasureclub@yahoo.com
Website:www.geocities.com/gctreasureclub/

CLUB MAILING ADDRESS
c/o Gail Hoskins
206 Russell Dr

Lake Worth, Fl 33461

Dues are $30 a year
New members pay an

initiation fee of $5
and $30 if joining between Jan 1st

and the end of June
or $15 if joining between July 1

and Dec. 31



2008 YEARLY BEST FINDS
Club members voted on the entries for yearly best finds and the winners for the 10 major categories received a silver half
dollar, a certificate and picture of the find on the website for a year. The subcategories in the American coin category
received a silver quarter, a certificate and picture of the find on the website for a year. Each member was allowed one
entry per category.

Congratulations to the Winners!

Jim Sharp, Nikolay Malchev, Cheryl Petenbrink, Jason Petenbrink, Betty Laur, Tom Lieberman

BEST GOLD
GOLD DIAMOND TENNIS BRACELET

BETTY LAUR

BEST COSTUME JEWELRY
BRACELET
JIM SHARP

BEST SILVER
TIFFANY BRACELET
NIKOLAY MALCHEV

BEST PLATINUM
JASON PETENBRINK

BEST COSTUME JEWELRY
BRACELET
JIM SHARP

BEST TOKEN
BEANIE BABY

JIM SHARP

BEST TOKEN
BEANIE BABY TOKEN

JIM SHARP

Picture withheld
by request

DIAMOND RING

BEST TOY
METAL CAR

TOM LIEBERMAN



OLDEST AMERICAN COIN SUBCATEGORIES

OLDEST NICKEL OLDEST DIME OLDEST QUARTER OLDEST DOLLAR
1902 1943 1936 1979

JASON PETENBRINK LINDA BENNETT JIM SHARP LINDA BENNETT
JASON PETENBRINK

Jim Sharp, Linda Bennett, Jason Petenbrink, Frank Nash

BEST FOREIGN COIN
AUSTRIA GOLD COIN

FRANK NASH

MOST UNUSUAL
GOLD TEETH
JIM SHARP

OLDEST AMERICAN COIN
1888 INDIAN HEAD PENNY

JIM SHARP

BEST RELIC
? OBJECT

CHERYL PETENBRINK



MONTHLY BEST FINDS CONTEST
(Winners receive a silver quarter and certificate)

BEST GOLD – NIKOLAY MALCHEV
18 Kt Bracelet

BEST SILVER – CHERYL PETENBRINK
Cross with Clear Stones

MOST UNUSUAL – TOM LIEBERMAN
Ring

COSTUME JEWELRY – GARY SPIROCH
Necklace

BEST COIN – Irving Smith
1918 French Coin

BEST PLATINUM
FOUND SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER

NIKOLAY MALCHEV
Ring

Second Place for Monthly Best Finds
Gold – Paul Hamlin

(14K White Gold Ring with Diamonds)
Silver – Gary Spiroch (Ring)

Most Unusual – Cheryl Petenbrink
(Zodiac Earring)

Best Costume – Tom Lieberman (Bracelet)
Best Coin – Gary McNew (1964 Silver Dime)

Platinum – Nikolay Malchev (Ring)

ELAYNE AND BETTY’S CORNER
AND THE WINNERS ARE!

DOOR PRIZES
1 oz Silver Round – Irving Smith

Treasure Diving Book – Jerry Laur
Headlamp – Irving Smith

Surprise Bag – Nancy Stephens
K8 Collectible Software – Carmelo Basilico

Treasure Pouch – Mindy Spiroch
Scratch off Ticket – Ken Lubinski, Pete Schneider,

Jim Smith and Carmelo Basilico

Donations of items for our monthly drawings are
always appreciated! Thank you to the following donors:
Elayne Lynch and Ben Smith donated scratch off
tickets; K8 Collectible Software by John Silling; and
headlamp by Bob Smirnow.

50/50 DRAWING
Ken Lubinski won $34 for his share of the

50/50 drawing. Congrats, Ken!!!

You know what they say…
IT PAYS TO PLAY!

And the odds are MUCH better than the Florida Lottery,
so, be sure to buy YOUR tickets at our next meeting!



JANUARY MEETING
Our newly elected President, Mindy Spiroch,

presided over her first meeting on January 8th,
welcoming 42 members and five guests (Pete Sneider,
Val & Dan Wilson, Jack Saint, and David & Marie
Levine). We did not have a speaker or a program that
night, since our meeting was focused on our Annual
Best Finds Contest. (Details about our illustrious
winners can be found within these pages. Check it out!)

Thank you, Jim Sharp, for your “Tall Tales” story
which informed us that historical markers aren’t always
located on the right spot. Jim urged us to do more
independent research so we can learn the actual spot on
which historic events occurred.

We thank Mindy Spiroch for coming through for the
club at the last minute when no one else volunteered to
bring refreshments. THANKS A MILLION, Mindy!
We also thank Stacey deLucia for volunteering to
provide the Mystery Item. Remember, club members, we
need each of you to volunteer occasionally for these
duties so that we can keep our meetings running
smoothly! (In return, you get a free door prize ticket!)
******************************************

BIRTHDAYS
January birthday celebrants Nina Smith, Irving

Smith and Wayne Stephens each received a gold
Presidential dollar for attending the meeting during their
birthday month. Happy Birthday, gang!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH TO:
Carmelo Basilico (2/9)
Glenn Gamble (2/19)

Vera Hujar (2/5)
Joanne Keeley (2/16)

Pauline Nash (2/3)
Nancy Maduri (2/21)
Peter Maduri (2/19)

Cheryl Petenbrink (2/13)
Bill Rogers (2/20)

Marilyn Smith (2/5)
Mindy Spiroch (2/3)
Ron Tillotson (2/23)

What do the above people have in common? If they
come to the meeting during their birthday month,
they each will receive a gift of a gold Presidential
dollar!

DONATION THANKS
Thank you to Gary Spiroch for his donation of

treasure magazines. Also thanks to Gary McNew for his
donations of cigar boxes and a ring mandrel.
******************************************
Good Will Ambassadors Performing

Random Acts of Kindness
The GCTC recognizes members who provide selfless

service to our community. The first time a member
returns an item, that individual receives a metal detecting
pin (handcrafted by Steve Hoskins) to wear on his or her
hat, in addition to a certificate of appreciation. Future
returns are recognized by additional certificates. Kudos
to all club members who go out of their way to return
items to their owners. The actions of each of our
“Ambassadors of Goodwill” enhance the public’s
perception of our hobby! Way to go, gang!

Repeat Ambassador

Gary Spiroch
Returned a Medic Alert Bracelet

Gary McNew
Returned a Pair of Earrings

Gary Spiroch received a letter from the Medic Alert
organization thanking him for returning the lost item.
Medic Alert provided a prepaid envelope.

Gary McNew assisted a young man at South Beach
by finding his lost earrings. Besides getting a thank you,
Gary also received a reward.



JANUARY CLUB HUNT
The extreme and unusual heavy fog that the group of

16 members had to drive through to Okeechobee City
was an omen of what the club hunt at Dark Hammock
Boy Scout would be. A group that used a GPS
proceeded to get lost. Finally all met at the entrance to
the camp after multiple cell phone calls. Our fearless
leader Linda Bennett, in the car driven by the reluctant
Karen Larson, took the lead position to drive off the
road and through an overgrown and rough looking entry
into this primitive camp. Within 10 seconds, the front of
Karen's car was in a deep hole! A small group was able
to lift and push Karen’s car out of the hole. After driving
back into the camp, it became evident just how primitive
and overgrown this camp was! The only way one could
metal detect there was after a bush hog had been used.
Two decided to go east to the beach; the remaining 14
caravanned to Indiantown and spent their time metal
detecting in parks. The day ended after lunch in a small
family-owned restaurant. No old coins were found, but
interesting decorative horse items were found at the local
horse show ring. Bob Dobski found 5 horseshoes.
Hopefully they will bring him luck for the rest of 2009!

****************************************
PAUL HAMLIN'S TIP OF THE MONTH

Keep in mind that people are watching us all the time
on the beaches, so make sure you cover your holes. I've
had people thank me for covering my holes.

At South Beach the people who rake the chair lines
are a very good source for finding things. If they like
you, they talk, and they like to tell what they hear. SO?
Treat them nice! Do not dig holes in the raked area they
just worked on!

Take a boy scout to grassy parking lots. You never
can tell where all the holes are. I'll talk more on this at
the meeting! (Editor’s note: Not sure what this last tip
means, but we’re eager to find out!)

TCAS 22TH ANNUAL BENEFIT HUNT
The Treasure Coast Archeological Society in

Sebastian will be holding its competition hunt on
Saturday, March 14 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Kiwanis-
Hobart Park, Wabasso, Florida. Multiple hunts will be
held: Competition; Pin Point; and Silver & Reale. The
entry fee of $75 includes all three hunts and lunch. Hunt
applications will be available at the GCTC meetings.

For further information regarding the hunt contact
Mitch King, Hunt Coordinator at

mking11@earthlink.net or
www.geocities.com/tcas_club/tcasbenefithunt.htm

****************************************
7th GREAT SOUTHERN BEACH SHOOTOUT

APRIL 3-5, 2009
Held every year in Daytona Beach, Florida, the

GSBS has quickly become known as the world's largest
and best beach metal detection event! This year's Great
Southern Beach Shootout will feature several
competition hunts, plus a kid's hunt! As always,
thousands of coins, prizes and cash awards will make
this GSBS an event not to be missed by any metal
detecting enthusiast! Just ask Jan Smirnow how great it
is! She won $5,000 there last year! Information and
application forms will be available at the next meeting.

CHECK OUT THIS SITE:
http://www.gsbsdaytonahunt.com/

****************************************
LW OCEANSIDE MARKET

To promote our club, we have booked booth space
at Lake Worth Oceanside Market for Saturday, Feb. 28.
The space is free for not-for-profit organizations. We are
looking for volunteers who can help and participate.
Here is what we are looking to do that day.

Setup is at 7 a.m., the show is open from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. The booth space is 10 x 10, which allows us to
setup three 6 foot tables to display finds, detectors and
information about our club. We need participants to
bring closed displays of interesting finds, photos of
valuable finds (gold jewelry, etc.) and their metal
detector(s). Most importantly, we need volunteers who
are willing to talk with visitors about our club, the hobby
and to give a short demo of their metal detector. We’ll
have a guest book for interested visitors to sign so we
can contact them again and a brochure that they can take
with them. I would like to have everyone who will
participate have their displays ready two weeks before
the show so we can setup a mock booth and workout any
kinks. Your suggestions and support are welcomed.
Please contact me if you would like to be a part of this
fun PR event. John Lobota - Mobile: 561-628-2629.



EYEGLASS DONATION
Thank you to each and every one of you who donated

prescription glasses, reading glasses, and sunglasses to our
club so that we could make a very large and much
appreciated donation to economically disadvantage, sight-
impaired individuals. Stacey deLucia gathered donations
all year, then sorted the glasses in preparation for the
donation to the Lion’s Club of South Florida, which was
coordinated through Bascom Palmer Eye Institute.
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, the Department of
Ophthalmology for the University of Miami Miller School
of Medicine, is recognized as one of the world’s premier
providers of eye care, improving sight, preventing
blindness, and advancing ophthalmic knowledge through
compassionate patient care and innovative vision research.

The donation from the Gold Coast Treasure Club to the
Lion's Club, through Bascom Palmer, included a total of
374 prescription glasses and sunglasses, plus 42 nice
cases. Bascom Palmer officials, shown in the
accompanying picture, were impressed with the quality of
glasses. Many stylish, notable designer labels were
included: Gucci, D&G, Versace, Oakley, Kenneth Cole,
Ralph Lauren, Oliver Peoples, Tommy Hilfiger, Ray Ban,
Maui Jim, and others. Most were in excellent shape, but a
few needed repair. Prescription glasses, reading glasses,
and children’s sunglasses were included. Thanks to all
who donated for giving the gift of sight to those who
otherwise would not be able to afford corrective lens.

Marie Bloom Deckert, CFRE, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Director of Major Gifts; Stacey deLucia, VP, GCTC; Dr.
Terrence P. O'Brien, Professor of Ophthalmology; Dr.
Brian Haft, Fellow to Dr. O'Brien.

Stacey deLucia, VP, GCTC; Patrick Jameson, in charge of
the Optical Department at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute;
Marie Bloom Deckert, CFRE, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Director of Major Gifts.

HAVE DETECTOR WILL TRAVEL
Bridge End Farm, Cyangyl, Cybercop, River Rat,

Sniffer, Ocala 6, Scuba Treasure – those were just a few
of the names being introduced Jan 29 – Feb 1. Was this a
trucker’s CB convention? No, it was a weekend hunt with
fellow TNET (TreasureNet Forum) members. Gypsy
Huntress (Linda Bennett) and her guests Karen Larson,
Ken Lubinski, and Jerry and Betty Laur traveled nine
hours to Vortex Springs in Ponce deLeon, FL. Around 30
hunters from FL, TN, GA, NC, LA, KA, OK and TX
attended. One flew in from Oregon.

Vortex Springs is a commercially operated recreation,
camping and dive park that covers 400 acres. It is the
largest diving facility in the state of Florida. The type of
metal detecting was similar to the weekend camp hunts
with the CFMDC. While it was mainly a wild hunt, there
were 96 Buffalo nickels and two special quarters planted
by the hunt master, Bridge End Farm (Bobby). Only three
Buffalo nickels were found. Plenty of clad coins were
recovered. A few older coins were found. A small gold
diamond ring was dug up by a Kansas hunter along with
some other jewelry – but not as much jewelry as was
expected. We were allowed to hunt anywhere on land, but
not in the water. Because it was deer hunting season, any
metal detecting in the woods was done with extreme
caution. Wearing orange clothing was recommended.
Also, we had to keep an eye out for panthers.

A steak dinner was provided, courtesy of Bobby. Side
dishes were brought by other attendees. A variety of
cheesecakes was brought in from Baton Rouge, LA.
(Luckily, one of the members owns a cheesecake factory!)
One cheesecake must have weighed at least 10 pounds!

After dinner on Saturday, prizes donated by various
forum members were presented. Each hunter received four
prizes. Our prizes can be seen at the next meeting. Ken
Lubinski won the grand prize - a conquistador helmet.
Linda Bennett’s prize wasn’t too shabby – a NICE wood
display case made by Sniffer (Dennis) from Kansas.

For more pictures see TNETForum
http://forum.treasurenet.com/index.php/board,366.0.html



CLUB DIRECTORY
The directory is for the personal use of members only.
Names, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses are to
be used only for contact within the club. If there are any
errors or omissions, notify Jan Smirnow: 561-735-8921.

NEW MEMBER
David Levine
19 Via Lago

Boynton Beach, FL 33435
561-733-7610

******************************************
RECYCLING & DONATIONS

Jan Smirnow collects cell phones and used ink
cartridges to raise money for the GCTC. Jan is also
collecting pull tabs that will be donated to the Ronald
McDonald House. Please SAVE yours and give to Jan!

Stacey deLucia is still collecting prescription glasses
and sunglasses for the Lion’s Club of South Florida.

John Lobota will accept member donations of metals
such as brass, copper and lead weights that we find
while metal detecting. He will take them to the recycling
plant to sell for the metal content. All cash raised will
help to replenish our treasury, so please see John to
donate! Don’t let all that digging go to waste!
******************************************

FOREIGN COINS
Our club, along with the South Florida Treasure

Club, continues to collect foreign coins to donate
towards a summer camp for handicapped children. This
is a year-round project. If you have coins to donate,
please see Linda, who will make sure your donation
goes to the right place! Thanks to everyone who helps!
******************************************

MYSTERY ITEM
New members, especially, wonder - WHAT is a

Mystery Item? Each month one club member volunteers
to help stump fellow members by choosing a secret item
that is revealed after the break. If an item in a member's
Tall Tales Table display matches the mystery item, that
member wins a silver quarter! So bring ALL your finds -
you might just win a prize! Sorry gang…the person
supplying the mystery item does not get the silver
quarter if they stump the club. But they DO receive a
free door prize ticket for their effort!

During the January meeting, Stacey deLucia, who
volunteered to provide the Mystery Item, revealed a pair
of tweezers. A couple of members scrambled to locate
their potential matching finds with the “Mystery Item.”
It was close – both Gary McNew AND Tom
Lieberman had tweezers, but Tom won this time, as his
was a closer match! Congrats, Tom!

******************************************
THANKS TO THE HUNT COMMITTEE

Jim Sharp hosted the hunt committee meeting in
January. John Lobota, Bob Dobski and Gary McNew
met for an evening at Jim's house along with Linda
Bennett to brainstorm ideas for the upcoming American
Coin Hunt and Picnic and other hunt ideas. Feedback
was also given about the monthly best finds, tall tales
and prizes used in the hunts. Linda hopes to have this
meeting every 3-4 months. Any member is welcome to
join this committee. No future commitments are
expected. Come to one meeting or come to all.

Membership Renewal Form

Name___________________________________

Address_________________________________

City and State____________________________

Zip Code________________________________

Phone #_________________________________

Cell Phone #_____________________________

Email __________________________________

Please _______DO ______DO NOT
Include my name, address, phone # & e-mail

address in the new club directory.
(Note: directory goes to members ONLY.)

MAIL TO:
Gold Coast Treasure Club

Ken Lubinski
P.O. Box 1818

Hobe Sound, FL 33475

TALL TALES TABLES TOTALS FOR 2009
AS OF JANUARY

DOLLAR AMOUNT: $ 547.44
PLATINUM: 5

GOLD: 18
SILVER: 26

TREASURER’S REPORT
$ 1,704.11

CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE
Pens with Club Name: $3.00

Club Towels: $3.00
Club Patches: $5.00

GCTC Travel Cups: $8.00
Club T-shirts: $12 - $15



BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AND SEE OUR NEWSLETTER IN FULL COLOR:
WWW.GEOCITIES.COM/GCTREASURECLUB/

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 12, 2009: Club Meeting
February 28, 2009: Lake Worth Oceanside Market

March 8, 2009: Jim Warnke Memorial Hunt and Picnic
March 12, 2009: Silent Auction Club Meeting

March 14, 2009: TCAS Hunt
March 15, 2009: Boy Scout Camp Hunt

April 3-5, 2009: Great Southern Beach Shootout at Daytona Beach

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS
Thanks to the following contributors:

Linda Bennett, Stacey deLucia,
John Lobota and Paul Hamlin


