RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS

The links which follow will take you to websites which contain all the information that you will need to complete the River Valley Civilizations Study Guide which you will find below. The third link is to an on-line dictionary. Use the “online” dictionary for all definitions. Enter words you wish to look up in the box at the top right part of the page. You will be responsible only for definitions which are pertinent to your world history study. 

Part of your challenge for this assignment is to take full advantage of the websites. The British Museum links relating to Mesopotamia and Egypt, for example, provide interesting and informative explorations and academic games which will broaden your knowledge. http://home.cfl.rr.com/crossland/AncientCivilizations/Middle_East_Civilizations/Hittites/hittites.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.m-w.com/
http://www.ancientcivilizations.co.uk/home_set.html
All answers should be typed using a 12pt font. Completion of assignments and accuracy of responses will be checked in class. 

You will be formally tested over this information during the second week of classes in the fall. 

RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

01.
Identify five characteristics of civilization.

02.
List the four early River Valley Civilizations. 

03.
What is the significance of the four early River Valley Civilizations? 

04.
How did most people in ancient civilizations make their livings? 

05.
Using major geographical markers, verbally locate ancient Mesopotamia. For


example: Greece is located at the southern tip of a large peninsula which 
extends southward from Central Europe into the Mediterranean Sea. 

06.
What is the meaning of the term, Mesopotamia, and who coined the term? 

07.
Identify Sumer, Ur, and Uruk. 

08.
Name four inventions which are credited to the Sumerians. 

09.
Explain “cuneiform” writing.  (This is done very well on the British Museum site.) 

10.
Identify as many as you can of the natural advantages for a civilization along the 
Nile River Valley.  

11.
What bodies of water border Egypt? 

12.
Why is Egypt referred to as a theocracy? 

13.
What technological advances did the Hyksos introduce to the Egyptians, and 
what price did the Egyptians pay for them? 

14.
What present-day country occupies the ancient land of Mesopotamia? 

15.
What kingdom was Hammurabi ruler? 

16.
In what ways was the Code of Hammurabi inequitable (vocabulary word—see 
below)? 

17.
Where did the Phoenician civilization develop? 

18.
What was the foundation of the Phoenician civilization? 

19.
List the great achievements of the Phoenician civilization 

20.
What was the relationship between Carthage, on the central North African


coast, and Phoenicia? 

21.
Where did the Hittite civilization develop? 

22.
To what did the Hittites owe their military advantage over the people they 
conquered? 

23.
What early civilization, more than any other, deserves the most credit for 
spreading ideas around the Mediterranean Sea? 

THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS STUDY GUIDE DEFINITIONS 

Define the following terms in writing. 
Use a dictionary (use the third link above to the online Websters Dictionary).
Learn the definitions prior to coming to your first world history class. 

01.
monarchy 

02.
patriarch 

03.
status 

04.
dynasty 

05.
plunder 

06.
empire 

07.
theocracy 

08.
arch 

09.
inequitable 

10.
city-state 

11.
monotheism 

12.
equitable

