Chapter 18 Study Guide

1__ Identify the king and Queen of France at the start of the French Revolution.

2__ What was an "estate" in the French sense of the word in 1789?

3__ What was the First Estate, how big was it, and how much land did it control?

4__ What was the Second Estate, how big was it, and how much land did it control?

5__ What was the Third Estate, how big was it, and what were its privileges?

6__ Explain the system of taxation in France in 1788. (Who paid what?)

7__ Starting at the top, identify the hierarchy of the Third Estate?

8__ Create a pyramid diagram to reflect proportionately the society of France in 1788.



Do your best to include the information that you entered for question # 7 above.

9__ Identify the roots of the political unrest in France prior to the French Revolution.

10__ Who were the bourgeoisie and what did the bourgeoisie want from the government?

11__ What was the Estates General?

12__ In 1789, how long had it been since the Estates General had last met?

13__ Why did the king call a meeting of the Estates General?

14__ What irritated the representatives of the Third Estate (mostly bourgeoisie) at the meeting




of the Estates General?

15— What was the first real act of revolution in France in 1789?  (The answer is indicated in the



actual text, not as a bullet “Key Events.”)

16— What was the self-stated purpose of the National Assembly?

17__ Identify the Bastille and explain its significance for the people of Paris.

18__ What reforms were established by the constitution of 1791?

19__ Define a “constitutional monarchy.” (Use whatever to find this.)

20__ What was behind the war which broke out in April of 1792 between France on the one side



and Austria and Prussia on the other? 

21__ Why was it necessary to elect a National Convention?

22__ How were the representatives of the National Convention elected?

23__ Identify the Paris Commune and explain its impact on the revolution.

24__ What was the National Convention’s first major step?

25__ What was the Committee of Public Safety?

26__ List steps taken by the Committee of Public Safety to control France and to




protect the revolution?

27__ Identify Maximillian Robespierre.

28__ Explain the Reign of Terror and how it affected French society.

29__ Who was the last famous victim of the Reign of Terror?  Why is that ironic?

30__ Overall, how well did France's citizen army do against the enemies of France?

31__ When the National Constitutional Convention completed a constitution in 1795,



 who was empowered to vote?

32__ Explain “The Directory.”

33__ Characterize The Directory.

34__ Why was Napoleon Bonaparte well known prior to taking control of France?

35__ How did Napoleon get control of France, and why was he able to do so easily?

36__ List Napoleon’s military defeats and explain his worst defeat.

37__ Identify and explain Napoleon’s greatest military defeat.

38__ Napoleon was captured twice.  Where was he captured the second and last time in 1815?

39__ Where did Napoleon die?

