CHAPTER 17 STUDY GUIDE

1__ Using on one sentence for each person, explain the ideas of the following concerning  astronomy



Plato     Aristotle     Ptolemy     Copernicus     Kepler     Galileo     Newton
2__ Name the scientist whose teachings formed the foundation of scientific thought in Western Europe


throughout the Middle Ages and explain why his works were not destroyed by the Catholic Church



as were works by other heathen, pre-Christian thinkers.
3__ Describe the solar system as explained by Nicolaus Copernicus.

4__ What did the Ptolemaic and Copernican models of the universe have in common?

5__ What did Johannes Kepler discover, and why didn’t the Catholic Church come down on him hard,



the way it did on Galileo?

6__ List Galileo Galilei’s contributions to astronomy and explain how it was possible for him to make



such discoveries.

7__ List the main points of Isaac Newton’s scientific work.

8__ What did Rene Descartes do for which he is remembered?

9__ Explain Francis Bacon’s contribution to history.

10__ Who was Galen and what was his impact on Europe?

11__ Who was Andreas Vesalius and what impact did Vesalius’s work have on Galen’s work?

12__ Explain the discoveries of William Harvey and their significance.

13__ Explain the significance of Robert Boyle’s discoveries.

14__ Why does history remember Antoine Lavoisier?
15__ Identify Voltaire and indicate the general direction of his philosophy.

16__ Identify Baron de Montesquieu and explain where his thinking is reflected in the



Constitution of the United States.

17__ Identify Jean Jacques Rousseau and indicate the general direction of his philosophy.

18__ Explain the political repercussions in Europe of the concept of deism.

19 __ Identify Joseph II, Catherine II, and Frederick II.  List two characteristics they had in common


from the time they were little children.

20__ How did each of the above rulers (item 19 above) relate to the ideas of the Enlightenment?

21__ What was the greatest political obstacle to improving the lives of the common people of



Russia and Austria?
22__ How did the English colonies in America differ politically from the colonies of the other



European colonial powers?

23__ What was the main complaint propelling Britain’s thirteen colonies toward independence?

24__ List 3-5 main reasons that Britain’s thirteen American colonies were successful in their



war for independence.

25__ How did John Locke figure into the establishment of the United States of America?

26__ What was the main reason that the British Parliament levied taxes in their American



colonies in the 1760s?

