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Professional Experience

Assistant Director, Center for Russian and East European Studies (REES).  University of Pittsburgh,    1999 – present.  Responsibilities include:

· Writing and preparation of external funding proposals and reports, including U.S. Department of Education Title VI National Resource Center/Foreign Language and Area Studies grants; U.S. State Department-sponsored educational partnership programs with universities in Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovakia and Ukraine; and grants to University of Pittsburgh’s Slavic and East European Summer Language Institute from Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, American Council of Learned Societies and Social Science Research Council.
· Organization of educational (K-12 and college level) and community outreach programs, including school speakers program, lending library of educational resources, professional development workshops for teachers, international career days for minority high school students, Model United Nations simulation for high school students, International Week activities and weekly Russian language coffeehouse for University of Pittsburgh campus.
· Writing and editing of Center publications, including REES News newsletter for university community and alumni; Teachers of Russian and East European Studies newsletter for elementary, secondary and college level teachers; high school curriculum guides on East European countries; and REES program publicity brochures.
· Identification of academic, funding and employment opportunities related to Russian and East European Studies to assist REES students, faculty and alumni. 

Assistant Coordinator, Community Connections Program (U.S. State Department-sponsored professional training program for visitors from Newly Independent States of the former Soviet Union).  Pittsburgh Council for International Visitors, 1997-99.  Organized all aspects of multi-week programs in Pittsburgh for seven groups of 10-12 visitors from Donetsk, Ukraine, including meetings, seminars, travel, homestays and cultural activities.

Research Assistant, Center for Political Studies, Institute for Social Research.  University of Michigan, 1996.  Processed data collected from international public opinion surveys to support Political Science faculty research projects.


Academic Degrees
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI).  M.A. in Russian & East European Studies and Political Science, 1997.  Specialization: democratization and political party development in the Czech Republic, Poland and Russia.

The College of Wooster (Wooster, OH).  B.A. in Political Science with Russian Studies minor, 1995.  Specialization: dissident movements in pre-1989 Eastern Europe, revolution and political transition. Inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, 1995.
Other Educational Experiences

University of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA).  Coursework in advanced Russian language and Slavic literatures through Post-Baccalaureate program, including graduate courses in Russian and Czech literature, 2000 – present.

American Institute on Political and Economic Systems (Prague, Czech Republic).  Summer study program sponsored by Georgetown University and Charles University, administered by Fund for American Studies, 1997.  
Associated Colleges of the Midwest/Great Lakes College Association Czech Semester (Olomouc, Czech Republic).  Undergraduate study abroad program in East European Studies at Palacky University, 1993.

Successful Grant Proposals Written and/or Edited

· Professional Exchanges Program, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs: “Enhancing Capacity for Effective Community-Police Relations in Albania,” with nonprofit Institute for Democracy and Mediation in Tirana, Albania (2005-08).
· Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, U.S. Department of Education (2005-08).  Advanced Intensive Overseas Language Project to offer summer Russian language courses for Russian heritage speakers and secondary school language teachers, with study abroad component in Moscow.
· National Resource Center/Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship Program, U.S. Department of Education (2003-06). $516,000 annually for educational programs and student fellowships in Russian and East European Studies.
· Balkan Educational Partnerships Program, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (2002-05). $1.6 million curriculum development project with five universities in Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro and Serbia.
· Newly Independent States College and University Partnerships Program, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs: “Partnership between the University of Pittsburgh and Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University [Ukraine]” (2002-05).  
· Educational Partnerships Program, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs: “Project Establishing the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences at Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia” (2002-05).  
· College and University Affiliations Program for Serbia, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs: “Partnership between the University of Pittsburgh and the University of Belgrade: Rule of Law, Constitutional Democracy and International Commercial Law” (2001-05).

· Bosnia and Herzegovina Undergraduate Development Program, U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03).

· American Council of Learned Societies: Summer Language Institutes in Advanced Mastery Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian (2007), Beginning Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian (2007), Beginning Polish (2002, 2003, 2005, 2006), Intermediate Polish (2001, 2003, 2004, 2005), and Beginning Slovak (2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006). 
· Social Science Research Council Eurasia Program: Summer Language Institutes in Russian (2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006) and Ukrainian (2001, 2002, 2003, 2004).

Publications

· “‘Irrational’ Rebellions Against Socialist Realism: Czech and Russian Variations on the Legend of Faust.” Vestnik, The Journal of Russian and Asian Studies, Spring 2006.

· Editor of series of secondary school curriculum guides to new and prospective European Union member states: Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia/Latvia/Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia (published by University of Pittsburgh Center for Russian and East European Studies, April 2004 – May 2006, and on Outreach World, www.outreachworld.org). 
· “Building a Cross-Cultural Career.” Imagine (Opportunities and Resources for Academically Talented Youth), The Johns Hopkins University, March/April 1999.
Conference Presentations
· “Russian Heritage Speakers Program Development and Oral Proficiency Assessment,” with Nadia Kirkov.  National Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages annual conference, Madison, WI, April 2006.
· “‘Irrational’ Rebellions Against Socialist Realism: Czech and Russian Variations on the Legend of Faust.”  Midwest Slavic Conference, Columbus, OH, March 2006. 
· Roundtable discussion, “Methods of Community Outreach in Slavic Studies.” Midwest Slavic Conference, Columbus, OH, February 2004. 
· Panel participant, “Showcasing Student Research in International Studies.” Pennsylvania Council for International Education annual conference, Harrisburg, PA, September 2003.

· Roundtable discussion, “Successful Outreach Programs of Russian and East European Centers.”  American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies national convention, Crystal City, VA, November 2001.
International Travel (Professional) 
· Participated in 2nd Annual U.S.-Russia Exchanges Symposium in Moscow (sponsored by U.S. Embassy) as a representative of the Center for Russian and East European Studies, May 2005.
· Conducted site visit to the University of Pittsburgh Summer Language Institute study abroad program in Moscow, Russia, July 2004.
· Visited Bratislava, Slovakia; Warsaw and Lodz, Poland; and Prague, Czech Republic to meet with representatives of the University of Pittsburgh’s partner institutions and other associates of the Center for Russian and East European Studies, May – June 2003.
Other Skills
· Advanced reading and listening proficiency in Russian language; limited proficiency in Czech, German and Spanish.
· Very strong writing, editing, research, analytical and organizational skills.

· Proficient in Microsoft Office software and Internet applications.
