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Sherwin-Williams Automotive Finishes Corp. Introduces Industry's First Direct-To-Metal Spreadable Primer

Sherwin-Williams Automotive Finishes Corp. (SWAFC) has introduced an industry first - a Direct-To-Metal (DTM) "Spreadable" primer surfacer - NP75 and Squeegee PrimeT. This new primer process eliminates the need for masking and quickens the repair process on small areas, dramatically increasing vehicle through-put and shop productivity. * 
Squeegee Prime provides the ultimate in time, material, and labor savings. Studies have revealed that shops doing an average of three repairs per day can now use Squeegee Prime and save $6,110 per year in labor costs and $8,236 per year in material costs. For details of this information, as well as instructions for the use of the primer, click on the "Squeegee Prime" logo at www.sherwin-automotive.com and view the presentation. 

Developed from the new NP75 ULTRA-FILLR HS DTM Primer, the "Squeegee Prime" process is the latest primer technology from SWAFC and was specifically developed to produce premium quality repairs with ULTRA SYSTEMR sealers and topcoats. Available for use in two different application techniques (sprayable and spreadable), Squeegee Prime is a DTM, ISO-free, primer surfacer that is free of lead and chromates. As a high-build surfacer with excellent gloss holdout and sanding characteristics, Squeegee Prime can be used in all collision and fleet markets nationwide. Squeegee Prime provides outstanding bare metal adhesion and corrosion protection without the need for an etch primer! 

"Reducing shop cycle time is our number one priority and Squeegee Prime is a direct result of this ongoing productivity commitment to our body shop and fleet customers," says John Corry, SWAFC's Marketing Manager for Vehicle Refinish / Regulatory. "Squeegee Prime's spreadable application eliminates overspray, masking, gun cleaning, application of an etch primer / filler, and can be applied throughout the entire shop area using the correct personal protective equipment! Squeegee Prime coupled with our spray booth process enhancements (Wet-On-Wet / no purge before bake) greatly reduce cycle time in any shop at significant cost savings while providing a top quality repair. Additionally, NP75 is backed by Sherwin-Williams' Ultra Edge and Ultra Lifetime Guarantees. This product is true innovation at it's best!" 

While roll-on primers have been an alternative to spraying, Squeegee Prime's advantage is that it eliminates the "plowing" or "piling up" effect of primer at the end of a stroke, common with roll-on primers. This method allows the technician to push or force the NP75 into the repair area, which prevents bridging and potential pinholing. Additionally, NP75 also dries to a sheen gloss which acts as a guide coat showing imperfections and allowing for corrections during the prep process. 

Other features and benefits of Squeegee Prime include: 

- Easy "non-spraying" application
- For use in all collision and fleet markets
- No masking required
- No overspray
- Not limited to prep/spray booth application
- Material savings - 100 percent transfer efficiency
- Isocyanate-free and DTM
- High build formula
- Prevents bridging/pinholing
- Ease of sanding 
- Ease of cleanup 

Two new hardeners and a Rapid Cure additive accompany the new Squeegee Prime: 

- NH77 - Hardener Sprayable
- NH78SP - Hardener Spreadable
- UA1 - Rapid Cure Additive 

Each hardener is specific to the type of application, sprayable or spreadable. For added acceleration, UA1 is available when mixing by weight. UA1 accelerates the cure time for both spraying and spreading Squeegee Prime by 65 percent at 70 degrees Fahrenheit. It is highly recommended to mix NP75 by weight and utilize the Rapid Cure additive, UA1. 

For more information about Squeegee Prime and the complete line of products, talk to your local SWAFC sales representative, or visit our web site at www.sherwin-automotive.com to procure an order form from the Squeegee Prime PowerPoint. 

