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GATHER Domestic Violence/Violence Prevention Committee 

2/16/06, 3:30, Mass Info Tech, Taunton Green

Attendees:  Deb Brown (TPS), Joclyn Billingham (UMD), Jennifer Brown (New Hope), Valerie Calais (Arbour-Fuller), Barbara Clark (KDC), Nicole Correia (UMD), Jill Iverson (Arbour-Fuller), Rosalie Kern (DSS), Annemarie Matulis (SEMA-VAV), Richard McMahon (NCLA), Lorraine Rosa (GATHER/GTHHSC), Elizabeth Rahouiswi (UMD), Jennifer Tinglof (SEMA-VAV). Regrets: Michele Stanton
Discussion Highlights:

· Men’s Support Group - Family Nonviolence, Inc. in Fairhaven is offering a Men’s Support Group for men who see themselves as being abused. For information, call 508-996-1100, or email info@familynonviolence.org. More information at www.noexcuse4abuse.org.

· Arbour-Fuller Hospital publishes a Referral Guide which contains a clinical specialties grid with information from each of their facilities. For 24-hour access, call 800-652-5222.
· Basic Utility Rights of Consumers will be held 3/1/06, 10-2:15, at the Southern New England School of Law in North Dartmouth. Register at 800-244-9023, x3006 or email cforney@ncla.net 
· White Ribbon Campaign – Plymouth South High School’s PRIDE students sponsored a White Ribbon Campaign (stop violence toward women) on 2/14/06.
· Resources – Bureau of Justice Statistics Reports may be accessed at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs
· Sexual Assault Victimization Brochure by the Office for Victims of Crime, may be accessed at www.ncvc.org
· GATHER/GTHHSC Organization – February and March GTHHSC meetings (2/21 & 3/21) will be decisive in the future course of both coalitions. All members of both organizations are encouraged to be part of the process.
April Events: National Sexual Assault Awareness Month: 
· Attleboro - New Hope will hold a basic and open forum on sexual assault for community members on 4/19/06, at the Attleboro Library, 10:00-Noon. They are outreaching to agencies, police and hospital workers to wear teal ribbons for sexual assault awareness. Other libraries may be interested in displays. 
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Taunton – National Crime Victims Rights Week “Victims’ Rights: Strength in Unity” Silent Vigil featuring campaign signs will be held 4/24/06, 4:30-6:30, throughout Taunton in locations such as Taunton Green, Taunton High School area, and anywhere volunteers are willing to participate in the awareness campaign. There may also be an Attleboro presence.

· Yellow Dress play is tentatively scheduled in March for Taunton High School juniors and seniors. A mini health fair may be held in the auditorium foyer. 
· Garden of Hope – The Make a Difference Day gardening activity at Headstart was cancelled due to the emergency at the Whittenton Dam. SEMA VAV will work on the garden from March to June. Several grant applications have been sent to supply tools, shrubs, plants and other supplies. Volunteers are asked to contact Annemarie and “Dress for Dirt” to help this cause.
Grants – GATHER fills gaps that direct services can’t provide, and information/resources are shared among GATHER communities. 

· Community Educational Outreach – Educational and informational outreach through small gatherings/workshops throughout the GATHER communities would target the following issues: Early intervention (birth to 5), child abuse, no bullying (elementary & middle schools), teen dating violence, domestic violence and sexual assault, gay/lesbian violence and elder abuse.
· Kit Materials Distribution - The American Bar Association developed a kit to raise awareness of and prevent teen dating violence. Deb has received the “Dating and Violence Should Never Be a Couple – Never” posters, fact sheets, warning signs and a DVD. Information can be shared with GATHER high schools. Grant funding could allow for a wider sharing of materials, perhaps utilizing cable TV programming. 

Next Steps: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Get information on a model juvenile first offenders program (Deb)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Fax Battered Men’s group information to Arbour-Fuller (Lorraine)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Get a copy of a CDBG grant (Lorraine)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Work out a budget for a Community Education Outreach grant budget (Millie)
Next Meeting: 

GATHER DV/VP: 3/16/06, 3:30, (3rd Thursday of the Month), New Hope, 39 Taunton Green
Contact Person: Annemarie Matulis, 508-922-7278 cell, amatulis@tmlp.com or matulisannie@msn.com 
