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Gamble pays off for NEWARK

By Kyle Bonagura, STAFF WRITER

i Cougars beats Huskies
with fourth-down play,
wo-point conversion

AAITE

FREMONT — For Newark
Memortal High, Friday's game
against Washinglon didai have
feague title or playolf implica-
tions. but thal dido't malier,

With sothing bul their pride
on the line, the Cougars gutted
through nearly four quarters be-
fore selting up an cading made ™
for the back of o T-shirt, rallying
{0 beat the Husldes 11-10ina
Mission Valley Athletic League
game.

Trading 10-3 with 22 see-
onds remaining in the game, the
Cougars faced fourth-and-goal
from the 2-vard line. Newark
coach Rich Swilt called a
tmeout to cali the final play, but
in the end it wasn't him making
the call.

“The kids came running over
velling. ‘Let's go up the middie,
Tasked them arc you sure? They
all said yes, so 1 said all right,”
he said.

So with that. 6-{oot-3, 190-
pound Eric Stewart got the call
and he answered with a 2-yard
plunge to cross the plane for the
touchdown.

After the touchdown, Swift
elected to go for two points and
the win — as the Cougars had
nothing to lose,

They ran an gption (o the left
where quarterback Rodney Rael
pliched (o Myles Gates at the
two and Gates practically

:

HEWARK’S RODREY RAEL (left) tries to elude the rush

of Washington's Joe Nelsor,

walked into the end zone to give
Newarlk (7-3. 4-2 MVAL) the
win.

"} didn't think Redney was
going to pitch i, then he did.”
Gales said. "Coach gave me the
chance and we won the game.”

The Joss puts a serious
damper on the Huskies’ (4-6, 3-
3} chances al making the North
Coast Section 3-A playoffs. Even
with a 3-1 record against 3-A
teams, their 4-6 record won't
took good.

Washington coach Ken Wit~
imer said he is still going to
argue his teant's case before the
NCS commitiee on Sunday.

“We could very easily be 6-4,”
Wittmer said. "But we went out
and scheduled Foothill, San
Ramon Valley and Freedom.,
Last year we got shut out with a

6-4 record hecause teams with
5-5 records played mare 4-A
schools. The commitiee told me
to schedule a tougher scheduls,
so [ did.”

Washisglon was still looking
for the signature win (o set them
apart from the other sehools
vying for the last few bids. A win
against a good Newark feam
would have been what the
Huskies needed.

Wittmer said he doesn'l re-
gret scheduling East Bay Ath-
letic Leagues powerhouses like
Foothill and San Ramon Valley,
saying it builds character to
take on challenges like (hat.

Washington's offense showed
it could can be potent at limes,
scoring on ils frst two drives to
take a 10-0 lead in the first hall,
but the Newark defense put the
clamps down on the Huskies for
{he rest of the game.



