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OUR VACATION TO THE UNITED STATES
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General Information
Absolute Location: 38 00 N, 97 00W
Neighboring Countries: Canada (north), Mexico (south)

Climate in May: -mostly mild, 
-tropical in Hawaii and Florida 
-arctic in Alaska, 
-semiarid in the great plains west of the Mississippi River
-arid in the Great Basin of the southwest
-low winter temperatures in the northwest are eased in January and February by warm Chinook winds from the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains
Terrain: -vast central plain 

-mountains in west 
-hills and low mountains in east 
-rugged mountains and broad river valleys in Alaska
-rugged, volcanic landscape in Hawaii 
Living Conditions: - excellent living conditions

-consistently in the top ten, has never been lower then 8 on the UN   Human Development Index
How To Get There: Plane: Air Canada


        Destination: Los Angeles 



        Stop Overs? : No

        Price: $1,905.38 CAD
How Will We Travel: After landing in LA, we will pick up our pre-ordered BMW Z9 prototypes from: Brian Harris BMW. Since they are just prototypes so far, we are not a liberty to say how much they cost. 
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Languages Spoken: Many different languages are spoken in the United States; however,

the official languages are English, Hawaiian (in Hawaii), and Spanish (in New Mexico).

Culture: The United States is much like Canada in its culture and customs. It is religiously and culturally diverse. Each state has its own unique stereotypes and culture. Conversely, due to the recent terrorist attacks, people need to be careful of what they say and how they act. For example, it would not be a good idea to praise Iraq or Afghanistan in public.
Customs: Thanksgiving is an American custom. It began in 1619 at Berkeley Plantation, Charles City, VA. It was always celebrated at various points during the autumn, but it officially became a federal holiday during the War of Northern Aggression. It falls on the 4th Thursday of November. That is, as early as 22 November to as late as 28 November. Families get together from all over the country. For that reason, the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and the Sunday thereafter are the most well-traveled days of the year. [image: image40.jpg]



Currency: The currency of the United States, the US dollar (USD), is one of the most well known currencies in the world, along with the British pound and the European Euro. The monetary system of the US is based on bimetallism, in which silver and gold were used as a standard and accepted in a set ratio of 16:1. 
Exchange Rate: As of Friday, September 26, 2003, one Canadian dollar is worth 0.74 US        dollar(s). 
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Travelers Cheques:  The best traveler’s cheques, and the ones that we will be taking, are Visa traveler’s cheques. They can be purchased at thousands of banks across the globe, and ours will be bought at the Royal Bank at Hastings & Rosser (4382 East Hastings Street). 
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Just in case we happen to lose our travelers cheques, the toll free number that we are to call is: 1-800-227-6811.
How Much Money Will We Take: Seeing as our trip has no expense limit, as earlier clarified by Ms. Moore, the amount of money that we will take is irrelevant. 
Health Insurance: 
Traveling and living in a foreign country can be exciting and rewarding, but it can also prove challenging and expensive, especially when sickness or injury occurs and medical services are needed. Medical costs have risen dramatically worldwide and the quality and costs of both routine and emergency medical care can also vary tremendously from one country to the next. Lucky for US though the cost hasn’t jumped that much from Canada, to the US.  When planning a short or long term trip abroad it is best to find  your primary home-country health care provider (i.e., health insurance, HMO, ministry of health) whether and to what extent, and under what circumstances, you are covered for medical expenses (emergency and routine) incurred while traveling into another country. Many people are surprised to discover that their health care provider offers little or no protection or coverage when facing medical problems in a Foreign Country. Where this is the case, purchasing international travel insurance is a prudent option. 

Having health insurance is not really mandatory when traveling to the United States of America, because of they have equal or better medical care like in Canada.   Our trip isn’t that dangerous, so I wouldn’t recommend having insurance when traveling to the US, but it never hurts.  I researched a company and insurance quote from http://www.legendtravelers.com, they came up with an initial quote for us at $82 USD, for one month insurance.  That isn’t too bad of a cost to be covered on your trip for one month.  The coverage we receive is a basic health plan so if we get sick, or brake a limb we can go to the hospital and get it fixed.

Hostel
Why Hostels?


For travelers on a budget, hostels are the best choice. Hostel rates average around $15 a night per person, depending upon location.  Each hostel is managed independently, and hostel facilities vary. Most of the time, accommodations are dormitory-style, with two or four beds in a room, although rooms with six to eight beds are not rare. 

To stay in most hostels, you’ll need a membership card. (A few hostels do accept nonmembers, but they will be charged a higher rate and, is space is tight, members get priority.) The card costs $25 and is valid for one year from the date of issue. If you purchase your card in the United States, you’ll receive a free copy of Hostelling North America, a complete listing of hostels in the United States and Canada, including addresses, phone numbers, and facilities. The book will also indicate which hostels accept advance reservations. 

Although many hostels are centrally located, others are in more remote areas. Most hostels impose a curfew, and some have a lockout policy during the day. During peak season, most hostels have a maximum-stay rule. 
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If you’ll be visiting university towns, you should know that many universities, both in the United States and over seas, offer their housing facilities to travelers while school is not in session.
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Trip Cancellation Insurance: 

This insurance bundle comes:

	Trip Cancellation 
Protects your travel investment if you cancel your trip for a covered reason 
	Trip Cost

	Trip Interruption 
Protects your travel investment if you interrupt your trip for a covered reason 
	Trip Cost

	Trip Delay 
Reimburses you up to $100 a day for additional accommodations or travel expenses if you are delayed for more than 12 hours 
	$1,000

	Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Baggage & Travel Documents 
Reimburses you if your luggage is lost, damaged, or stolen while you are on your trip 
	$750

	Baggage Delay 
Reimburses you for the purchase of essential items if your bags are delayed for more than 24 hours 
	$200

	Medical Expenses 
Covers necessary medical expenses up to one year after the sickness or injury, provided you sought initial medical treatment while on your trip 
	$25,000

	Emergency Medical Transportation 
Covers evacuation and transportation to the nearest adequate medical facility 
	$300,000

	Lost Baggage Tracking 
Assists in locating lost or stolen possessions - free for one year! You receive: 2 ID Cards, 4 Luggage Tags, 5 Property ID Tags 
	Included

	Travel Guard™ Assistance 
Offers emergency assistance for your peace of mind anywhere in the world 
	Included

	Livetravel 
24-hour hotline to make emergency travel changes, such as rebooking flights, hotel reservations, tracking lost luggage and more! 
	Included

	Live Messaging 
Relay of any e-mail or phone message to family, friends or business associates 
	Included

	Emergency Cash Transfers 
Assistance in coordinating an emergency cash advance 
	Included

	Pre-trip Travel Advisories 
Around-the-clock access to passport, visa, inoculation and vaccine requirements; travel advisories; embassy and consulate contacts; travel health advisories; weather and currency information – all for your planned destination 
	Included


For one month the cost is $450 USD per person.  That is not too bad of a price considering that you get all these benefits.

Passports


In order to get into the US after the 9/11 tragedy, we will need to apply and pay for a Canadian passport.  A passport for us would be $85, this cost is a brake up of $55 passport fee, and a $30 execution fee.  Attached are the forms and checklist that you need to apply for a passport.

Application requirements checklist:
1. Complete all pages of the application form (see attached). 
2. Have two identical passport photos that were taken in the last 12 months.

3. Have both the application form and one photo signed by a qualified guarantor.

4. Provide original proof of Canadian citizenship.

5. Provide any previous Canadian travel document issued to you within the last five years such as a passport, a certificate of identity or a travel document.

6. Provide at least one document to support your identity with your current name and signature (such as a driver's licence, health care card, old age security card).
7. Place of birth: Your place of birth must be provided on the application form. If you do not wish the place of birth to appear in the passport, submit a written request. Be sure to contact the consulate or embassy of every country you plan to visit to ensure that you will be admitted if the passport does not include your place of birth.

8. Pay the appropriate passport fee (see below).
Note: If submitting original documents, they will be returned. If submitting photocopies, a guarantor must sign and date the photocopies to indicate that originals have been seen.
Passport and travel document fees:
	Type
	Cost (age 16 or over)

	24 page passport
	$85

	48-page passport
	$90

	Travel Document
	$85

	Certificate of Identity
	$125




Los Angeles is the first stop on our vacation. It is a popular tourist destination because of its many attractions, sports teams, and of course Hollywood.
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Los Angeles
First stop: Venice Beach
Reason: Beach and Basketball Courts
 
Profile: Venice, California is a preferred destination for tourists. It is well known for its artists, street performers and mardi-gras-like atmosphere. A virtual carnival running year round with free admission, Venice is truly unique. 
[image: image48.png]



Venice Beach also is home to the most famous outdoor basketball courts on the West Coast of North America. Featured in “White Men Can’t Jump” and various streetball videos and mixtapes, the Venice Beach Courts were chosen to host the Los Angeles Nike Battlegrounds Competition. 
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Hotel: Venice Beach Suites Hotel (1305 Ocean Front Walk); $199.99 USD per night
This hotel is located in the heart of Venice Beach, with a short walking distance to the Venice and Santa Monica pier, and also to numerous excellent restaurants. Only being 6 miles from LAX airport (the airport we are landing and getting our car at), we will not have to wait or travel very long to begin enjoying our vacation. 
Los Angeles

Second Stop: Disneyland 

Reason: Disneyland and Disney’s California Adventure
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Profile: Known as “The Happiest Place on Earth”, and where dreams come true, Disneyland serves over 1 million people a day. It is a tourist hot spot because it is such a large amusement park which has many themes. Kids young and old can enjoy this carefree atmosphere since there is something for everyone here. 
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During Disneyland’s opening ceremony in 1955, Walt Disney said "Disneyland will never be complete as long as there is imagination left in the world". In 1995, Disney chairman Michael Eisner and a team of “Imagineers” and executives exercised their imagination during a three-day brainstorming retreat in Aspen, Colorado. The result was the concept for Disney's California Adventure.  Five and a half years and $1.4 billion later (100x the cost to build Disneyland), Disney's California Adventure was a reality. 
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Hotel: Disney’s Grand California Hotel (1600 S. Disneyland Drive); $285.72 USD/night

The newest lodging addition to the Disneyland Resort, Disney’s Grand California Hotel stands majestically within the new Disney’s California Adventure park (with its own private entry gate into the park). This spectacular 751-room hotel features an architectural design inspired by the romantic, turn of the century Arts & Crafts movement. A celebration of human creativity, this breathtaking hotel will allow guests to sense the awe, beauty and excitement of the early California experience.


Orlando is the second stop on our trip to the United States. Orlando, Florida is a popular retirement area because of its warm weather. 
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Orlando
First Stop: Walt Disney World
Reason: The place “where magic lives”…
Profile: There are commercials on TV periodically. They usually star an athlete or celebrity who has won award or event or broke some kind of record. The narrator asks the star, “You [did this], what are you going to do now?” The reply, obviously, is always “I’m going to Disney World!” 
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Walt Disney World was founded in 1965 and didn’t open until 1971, and didn’t even become popular for many years later. Currently it has over 65 attractions, is more than 46 sq. miles, and contains 4 theme parks: Epcot Center, MGM Studios, Magic Kingdom, and the Animal Kingdom.
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Hotel: Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge (2901 Osceola Parkway), Savannah view suite; $710 UDS per night

One of Disney’s deluxe resorts, Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge includes three African-inspired restaurants, a thatch-roofed lobby with a massive mud fireplace and flowing stream inside -- and an elevated kopje, or rock outcropping, as part of the landscaping, which puts guests within 15 feet of animals for an extraordinary view of the reserve.
Orlando
Second Stop: Universal Studios and Universal’s Islands of Adventure
Profile: Since we missed Universal Studios in Los Angeles…
Reason: Universal Studios Movie Theme Park is moviemaking ingenuity — past, present and future. Here, children of all ages step not just behind the scenes of old movies; they step into virtual movie experiences, as adventurers and heroes themselves. 
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Universal’s Islands of Adventure is the newer of Universal's two theme parks, and by far it has proven to be a successful entry. With an estimated 5.5 Million visitors in 2001 (less than the 7.2 Million estimated to have visited Universal Studios during the same period), Islands has done its job in drawing more visitors to the revamped destination. 

[image: image57.jpg]Tl
k]



[image: image58.jpg]



Hotel: Portofino Bay Hotel (5601 Universal Boulevard), Deluxe Room; $250 UDS/night
A place where the Italian Riviera resort has been re-created in stunning detail, this hotel has cobblestone streets and waterways that share one unexpected twist - they all lead to Universal Studios Florida, Universal Studios Islands of Adventure and Universal Studios City Walk.


The last destination before returning home, New York does not have any theme parks, but it does have many other attractions.
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New York
First Stop: Manhattan 
Reason Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island Immigration Museum
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Profile: Located in New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty was a gift of international friendship from France to the people of the United States and is one of the most universal symbols of political freedom and democracy. Dedicated on October 28, 1886, it was designated a National Monument on October 15, 1924.
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After the Civil War, Ellis Island stood dormant until the government decided to replace the Immigration Station at Castle Garden. In 1890, Castle Island, located on the southern tip of Manhattan, was closed. Ellis Island was selected to be the new immigration processing center to facilitate the large number of immigrants coming to America. In 1892, Ellis Island opened and for the next fifty years more than twelve million people came through the island on their way into the United States. 
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Hotel: The Regent Wall Street (55 Wall Street), Grand Deluxe; $995.00 USD per night 

55 Wall Street is a building with a rich history. Now designated a historical landmark, the building was designed in Greek Revival style with an exterior colonnade of Ionian columns. Construction was finished in 1842 and the Merchant’s Exchange was the major tenant. Later on, the New York Stock Exchange called 55 Wall Street home, for more than a dozen years.
New York
Second Stop: Inner-city New York
Reason: The Cage and Rucker Park
Profile: The second most famous streetball court after Rucker, the cage is located on West 4th Street and 6th Avenue in Manhattan. This concrete court is surrounded by a cage, and everything in between is inbounds. Players who want to tune up their skills go here before heading to Rucker. 
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Rucker Park is a playground basketball court in New York City.  It is located on 155th street and 8th Avenue in Harlem. Rucker is the place where all unknown streetball players get nicknames. If you can obtain a nickname at Rucker, you have gained the ultimate respect, in terms of streetball. 
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Hotel: The Plaza Hotel (Fifth Avenue at Central Park S), Executive suite; $968.59 USD per night 
Like the basketball courts, The Plaza Hotel is a New York legend. The very name of this establishment is equal with its class. Since it first opened its doors in 1907, the Plaza has upheld its perfect status and remained the premier choice of the most sophisticated, knowledgeable tourist. Constructed with all the pomp, glory, and opulence of a French chateau, the Plaza is exquisitely decorated, with remarkable elegance and beauty in each meticulous detail. 
TIME TO GO HOME…
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