QUEEN MARY

Plan 3957

Basic Instructions

The following is a basic guideline to creating a model of a Plan 3957, Pullman Parlor Obs.  Specifically tailored to the PRR’s Queen MARY.  My style of modeling is to create the ‘Look and Feel’ of the prototype.  I strive for accuracy but do not always reach that point. 

Plan 3957 cars are:  QUEEN ELIZABETH, QUEEN ISABELLA, QUEEN ANNE, QUEEN MARY.  Plan 3957A cars are: CLARA MORRIS and HELENE MODJESKA.  Plan 3957B cars are : DIPLOMAT and EMBASSY. 

The starting point is a body for 12-1 plastic Pullman; IHC, AHM, Rivarossi, etc.  Modifying the roof from an AHM/Rivarossi Observation creates the roof.  The  “A” end of the body is carefully cut leaving the upper rivet strip (matching the Observation roof) and the floor and steps.  A new observation end back wall and roof support needs to be created.  Use the Observation car as a model for creating the back wall and roof support.  Just like the AHM/Rivarossi Observation, Plan 3957 cars have windows on the observation platform.  Note: like the AHM/Rivarossi Observation, the rear door is in the center of the back wall, with windows on both sides.  These back wall windows match the other car windows in height and vertical placement.

Sanding the hatches on the roof smooth and modifying the AC duct with scraps of NERS duct material created the roof.  The other (non-duct) side had the ribs sanded smooth, but otherwise was left alone.

The sides were modified with NERS window parts.  The parts were cut to size matching the rivet lines on the cars and sanded to fit.  Measurements were only used for the initial location of the windows, and it was noted that all windows or fill parts matched to existing rivet lines or window edges.  The one (1) exception being the right panel of Part F and the width of Part G; the ‘it looks about right’ method was used with these two parts.

Materials Required:  12-1 Carbody; Observation Roof;  5 Pullman Paired windows;  4 Pullman 24” Single windows;  2 filler panels.  NERS parts #200 (6 Pullman Paired windows and 2 filler panels) and #201 (12 Single 24” windows) will provide all the necessary parts for the carbody conversion.

Part:
Description:

A.
Filler Panel between the carbody windows.

B. Pullman Paired Window with a filler panel to the right.  The filler should be the same width as the filler panel between the original paired windows on the car.

C. Same as B.

D. A Pullman 24” single window with a filler panel to the right.  Sized to fit between the end rivet strip on the left end of the car and paired windows, Part D.

E. Pullman Paired Window with filler panels on the right and left sides.  The left filler panel is sized to align the right most window rivet strip with the appropriate rivet line on the carbody.  The right filler panel is sized to allow the single window, Part F, to align on the carbody rivet strip.

F. A Pullman 24” single window with a filler panel to the right. The filler panel is approximately 1/8” in width.

G. A Pullman 24” single window with a filler panel to the right. The filler panel is approximately 3/16” in width.

Parts E, F, and G are the hard part of the conversion.  I created E and cemented it in place.  Then F was created with the right filler panel being sized to locate G.  Then G was sized to fill the gap between F and the paired window in the carbody.

H. Filler Panel between the carbody windows.

I. Pullman Paired Window with a filler panel to the left.  The filler should be the same width as the filler panel between the original paired windows on the car.

J. Same as I.

K. A Pullman 24” single window with a filler panel to the left.  Sized to fit between the end rivet strip on the left end of the car and paired windows, Part K.

The QUEEN MARY was equipped with Ice air-conditioning.  For the right side (figure 1) of the car the major underbody components from left to right are Single Battery Box, Pressurized Water tank, Single Ice Bunker, Dbl. Ice Bunker.  For the left side (figure 2) of the car the major underbody components from left to right are Dbl. Ice Bunker, Single Brake Cyl., Air Tank, Single Battery box.  The generator is a belt driven unit located on the B end of the car.   Other underbody parts (Vapor steam traps, APWS air tank, battery charging plugs, etc.) were located using underbody diagrams for a generalized approach.

A strip of plastic is added under the open end of the car to make the body end thicker.  The AHM car end bolster is too thin.  The trucks are modified AHM trucks.  The underslung equalizers are removed, the leaf springs are wrapped with 1”x3” plastic strip to simulate the shackles, and the extra brakes shoes are added from AHM 4 wheel passenger trucks.

Remember I strive for the look and feel.

Garry Spear
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