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Through this process, we are established as true families, we can bear true children, and we can become true parents. This is the essence of the true family philosophy. This philosophy is based upon God’s true love. True love refers to a life of giving and sharing between partners that is transcendent of national boundaries, ideological differences and any other sort of barrier. True love means that I give, forget what I have given, and continue to give without end. It is a proactive love: when I receive, I seek to give back more. Families with such sacrificial and noble relationships of true love will extend their love to others, creating true clans, true societies, true nations and a true world. Taken a step farther, they lead to the harmonization and unification of the spirit world with the physical world, which we call the true cosmos.

This means that true love has incredible power. It is a power of unimaginable proportions. With this power God created the universe. Only the power of God’s true love can establish the world of God’s ideal, the Kingdom of God in heaven and on earth. 

The ideal world does not have autocrats demanding authority and issuing commands. Rather, it is a world where our hearts move of their own accord, responsive to and in communion with God’s love. It is a brotherhood and sisterhood that encompass all of humankind. Wouldn’t we all like to live in such a world?

The Four Great Realms of Heart
Let us take a closer look at the true family philosophy. The family is the framework and environment for human growth. In the Garden of Eden, Adam’s family was to have modeled God’s ideal of the true family. This family was to have established a Four-Position Foundation,[1]giving visible manifestation to the invisible God. God, the Creator, is the subject partner who created human beings as His object partners. Before He created human beings, however, the idea of children, the idea of brothers and sisters, the idea of husband and wife, and the idea of parents existed only conceptually in His mind. By creating Adam and Eve, God wanted to make these ideas actual and perfect them. Through Adam’s family, He wanted to bring about the perfection of true love in actual children, the perfection of true love in actual brothers and sisters, the perfection of true love in an actual husband and wife, and the perfection of the true love ideal in actual parents. Then God would experience joy, unlimited joy. 

This is the core of the true family philosophy. It is to perfect the Four Great Realms of Heart and the Three Great Kingships, which are the fundamental basis of all human relations. Completing them is the requirement for becoming a true family. The Four Great Realms of Heart refer to the child’s realm of heart, the brother and sister’s realm of heart, the husband and wife’s realm of heart, and the parents’ realm of heart. 

Allow me to elaborate. Everyone is born on this earth as someone’s child. We then go through a process of forming relationships with brothers and sisters, marrying to become a husband or wife, and then bearing children to become parents. Hence, the Four Great Realms of Heart are fulfilled within the framework of the family. 

The Child’s Realm of Heart
What does it mean, then, to perfect the child’s realm of heart? Each human being is born as someone’s child, and we find ourselves having no freedom of choice in the matter. We cannot choose to be born the son of the President or the daughter of the world’s most beautiful woman. From the moment of our birth, we are destined to receive our parents’ protection, which enables us to grow and develop. We attend our parents and share their lives. Here we learn the child’s heart of love and filial piety towards parents. In the ideal, this inspires us to be ready even to sacrifice our lives for our parents. The relationship between parents and children is a vertical relationship of above and below.

Parents do not teach this love to their children by their words or direct instructions, nor is it taught at school. Rather, God implants it, and children acquire and understand it by watching their parents dedicate their lives with true love for their sake. As children grow and mature, their hearts also develop. Eventually, the children’s hearts are perfected, achieving the standard of being able to offer everything for the sake of their parents through eternity. Before the parents speak, the child can read his parents’ minds and serve them according to their wishes. The child understands his parents’ heart just by the look in their eyes, and does what is needed to fulfill his duty. 

Serving our physical parents, who are the True Parents on the horizontal plane, is the foundation to offer the same absolute standard of a child’s heart to God, our True Parent on the vertical plane. This is how the realm of the heart of a child is perfected. A perfected child’s heart is infinitely valuable. It creates a realm of absolute value. And we cannot even dream that it could come about outside of the framework of the family. 

The Brother and Sister’s Realm of Heart
Second is the brother and sister’s realm of heart. It is another realm of true love, perfected within the framework of the family. Brothers and sisters, while living together, learn from observing their parents. The child grows to resemble the father or the mother. In spatial terms, it is the relationship between front and back. When the older brother is the subject partner, the younger sibling becomes the object partner. Yet it is the younger sibling who makes it possible for the older brother to stand in the subject position. From this, the elder derives absolute value. 

This describes the perfection of a beautiful realm of heart among siblings. In this realm, younger siblings attend and revere their elder brother as they would their father, and trust and depend on their older sister as they would their mother. Conversely, the older brother looks after and lives for the sake of his younger siblings in the same way that the parents love their children. The younger siblings practice true love by respecting and serving their older brothers and sisters just as they would serve and support their father or mother. This is the perfection of sibling love. Each sibling nurtures the strengths and compensates for the weaknesses of the others. This realm of heart among brothers and sisters sharing the same blood is a love that no one can divide.

Children living in a true family, who perfect the brother and sister’s realm of heart in the true love of God, will go out into the world to lead lives as clear as crystal and as bright as the shining sun. When they meet people older than themselves, they will honor and serve them with the same heart that they would exhibit toward their own parents. They will show the same true love toward young people that they would toward their younger siblings, sharing with them and helping them. As a result, everyone will love them. Whomever they meet and regardless of the situation, they will always try to give more than they receive. On the job they will work an hour longer than others. Before they look out for themselves, they will consider the situation of others and yield to them. Therefore, they will be respected as owners of true love and heart. Though they may be young, they will become central persons, trusted and relied upon by people of all ages. Thus, perfection of the sibling’s realm of heart within a true family develops values that remain absolute for eternity. 

The Husband and Wife’s Realm of Heart
Next, how do we perfect the husband and wife’s realm of heart? The relationship between husband and wife is different from that between parent and child or among siblings, because it does not start out as a bond of blood. A man and a woman reared in different environments and situations meet and make a truly revolutionary commitment to start a life together. Yet when they become one in mind and body through true love, their relationship becomes stronger and more absolute than any blood relationship. The husband-wife relationship contains infinite and inexhaustible treasures. Once formed in the presence of God, the bond of husband and wife is meant to be absolute, and the two should become inseparable for eternity.

Adam and Eve were both God’s children. They were like twins in the womb, with Eve as Adam’s younger sibling and Adam as Eve’s older brother. Then they grew up and became husband and wife. In the same way, the relationship between any husband and wife should begin as if they were brother and sister sharing the same blood. After all, each is born with God as their True Parent. Each is destined to live in attendance to God for eternity. When such a relationship is formed, the evil hand of divorce will never be able to drive a wedge between them. With Heaven watching and the conscience standing guard with a sharp sword, who would desert their partner of eternal joy? 

Just as God’s love is absolute, unique, eternal and unchanging, so should be the love between a husband and wife. This is God’s principle of creation, or the law of nature.

Couples who become one in mind and body and perfect the husband and wife’s realm of heart manifest God’s joy. They are the cherished hope of the universe. This step is an absolute requirement prior to perfecting the true parents’ realm of heart. The couple perfects the ideal oneness of God and humankind and thus lays the foundation for a true family on the standard of absolute value. In other words, the unity of husband and wife is the meeting-place of God and His children. It links together the siblings and establishes the parents. It is the realm of the absolute subject and object partners in the Four Great Realms of Heart. To the wife, her husband represents a position of absolute value. She sees in him the ideal heavenly son, heavenly older brother, heavenly husband and father. To the husband, his wife possesses the corresponding absolute qualities as the ideal heavenly daughter, heavenly sister, heavenly wife and mother.

The Parents’ Realm of Heart
Finally, what is the perfection of the parents’ realm of heart, and how is it accomplished? Even the most wonderful husband and wife do not become parents until they have children. The status of parents is granted in the moment the couple’s first child is born and lets out that first cry announcing its arrival. I have said that God created human beings to be His object partners in joy. In the same way, a couple gives birth to and raises a child as a creative act that allows them to experience, through the relationship with their child as their object partner, an eternal joy similar to what God experiences. 

By giving birth to children, parents are in the position of God in the flesh. Just as the invisible God nurtured Adam and Eve, parents experience the joy of creating and nurturing God’s children. Through that experience, parents inherit the true parent’s realm of heart from the invisible God. They experience the creative act of the invisible God as they raise their own sons and daughters, grounded in their own husband-wife relationship. They take on the glory of being a second creator, acting in God’s place. 

Parents stand in the position of Heaven; therefore, they are the center of the family. Children are in the position of earth. Heaven is in the subject position, and earth is in the object position. What does it mean to say that parents are in the subject position? It means they have a duty to nurture their children and prepare them to marry in a manner consistent with God’s will. Parents are responsible to protect the pure and good lineage that Satan will never again be able to accuse. They are to establish a tradition for their offspring—the holy seed—to pass on Heaven’s lineage from generation to generation. This is the only way to reestablish the position of the original parents that was lost at the human fall and perfect the parents’ realm of heart. 

The Three Great Kingships
Allow me to explain the meaning of the Three Great Kingships. In brief, while the Four Great Realms of Heart are perfected through the loving oneness of a true husband and wife, the Three Great Kingships are perfected when Adam and Eve give birth to sinless children. God is the first generation, Adam and Eve are the second generation, and the children of Adam and Eve are the third generation. In terms of your family, the grandparents, in the position representing God, would be the first generation, the parents are the second generation, and the children are the third generation. The grandparents are a king and queen representing the past; the parents are a king and queen representing the present, and the children are princes and princesses representing the future. You can establish the realms of these three different eras within your family.

In this way, each family carries out the creative process of origin, division and union. The grandparents represent the origin, the parents represent the division, and the children represent the union, a new creation. Furthermore, by loving and attending the grandparents, we can learn and inherit from the past. By loving and attending the parents, children can learn and become familiar with the present. And by loving their grandchildren, grandparents and parents can sense the future and have hope.

In terms of your family, it can be said that your grandparents are ambassadors plenipotentiary sent by Heaven. Therefore, we should honor and attend our grandparents as we would honor and attend God. The parents who attend God are the king and queen of a realm that embraces all six billion people, all humanity, as one family. The children who are responsible for the future should maintain the traditions of Heaven, offer their filial piety and loyalty to their parents, the king and queen, and inherit the royal authority.

These are essential components of the philosophy of the true family. The fulfillment of God’s original ideal stems from this all-embracing perfection of the heavenly three-generational realm on the horizontal plane within a single family. This original family becomes the model for the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and in heaven, the realm that is rooted in God’s purpose of creation. 

The family that perfects the Four Great Realms of Heart and the Three Great Kingships becomes the basis of the Peace Kingdom, which has been humanity’s cherished desire. Through that family, the Peace Kingdom can be established here on earth. This new family, perfected as I have described, is the royal family of the heavenly kingdom. All the members of this family are royalty. However, if anyone, whether a grandparent, parent or child, fails to perfect the oneness of true love, then the Three Great Kingships and the Four Great Realms of Heart cannot be perfected. 
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