Bon Jovi Energises Hartford

It was a rainy day in Connecticut when Bon Jovi stole the hearts of over 20,000 fans. 

The evening started at 8pm, when the Goo Goo Dolls took the stage. They played their usual set, including Iris, Name and Sympathy. Though the music was enjoyable, the group seemed a little lack-luster in their performance.

By 9pm, Bon Jovi fans were waiting for the main attraction. They were kept waiting for another 30 minutes, as the set was completed and at 9:30, the band finally took the stage. They opened with their usual Bounce, followed by You Give Love a Bad Name, and then on into more hits from the 80’s and 90’s. The humid air didn’t dampen the spirits of the fans, though, who enjoyed dancing and singing along with the band (though who knows how the fans on the lawn felt ( ). 

Though Jon seemed to struggle with his ear-piece most of the evening, he led another-wise fun-filled 2 hours, warning that the band would play all the songs requested by fans in their banners. Though the show was slated to be a full-on electric one, fans were treated to an acoustic-version of Someday I’ll be Saturday Night, which was more heartfelt and gave the song a more emotional meaning than the usual version. The rest of the set included various songs off the Bounce CD, including Undivided and Right Side of Wrong, which followed a beautiful and as always, emotional intro by Dave on keyboards. Other hits like Its My Life, Living on a Prayer and Lay Your Hands on Me had all those in attendance on their feet dancing and singing along, while Richie’s rendition of “I’ll be There for You” had the crowd swaying back and forth as they Wooo-oo-ooo’ed, following his lead. And lesser known pieces such as In These Arms and Blood on Blood kept the more fanatical fans jumping up and down for joy!

The band, though perhaps a bit tired, engaged and energised the crowd as they played. Jon shook his booty for all to see, and Richie playfully interacted with the fans lucky enough to be on his side of the stage. Hugh, as always, seemed laid-back but smiled whole-heartedly throughout the whole show, nailing the lead to Keep the Faith as always. Tico kept the beat, living up to his nickname of The Hit Man, but only appearing from behind his drum-set at the end of the night. Dave, the ever-talented and goofy keyboard player, seemed to enjoy every minute, and brought the house down with his fingers tinkering along on the keys.

When Bon Jovi threatened to leave the stage at 11:15, fans stayed on their feet, praying for more. And sure enough, there they came, and started the somewhat rare Living In Sin, as requested by a fan’s banner. The crowd woo’ed and screamed as they were treated to this special piece, with all the emotion that it carries. Following that was the always present Wanted Dead or Alive, to which the crowd gladly sang the first verse. When that was done, however, another treat followed. Jon, clearly unscripted, began strumming the introduction to Bad Medicine on his ‘acoustic’ guitar. Fans screeched with delight, as the rest of the band followed Jon’s cue…and gave Hartford an amazing rendition of another-wise staple song. Just to be sure the band left on a high-note, however, Jon finished one rendition and jumped right into an electric version of the same song. And as the last notes of Bad Medicine rang out, the band took their final bow, leaving the stage just after 11:30, with Jon reminding fans that “Next Stop: Giants Stadium”. If this show was anything to go by, Giants should be full of some good surprises!
