Bon Jovi Brings down Giants Stadium in 2 Sold-out Nights

Bon Jovi at Giants Stadium. What could possibly be better?! 2 nights of Bon Jovi at Giants Stadium. The band rocked the house, the fans were desperate for more, and the angels cried cuz they couldn’t be there.

Opening for Bon Jovi at Giants Stadium were Jason Mraz and Pete Yorn. Mraz was sure to make a few mentions of Bon Jovi during his set, including slightly altering the lyrics to his hit The Remedy to make a Jovi mention. Pete Yorn played many ‘known’ songs, songs that were familiar to concert-goers even if they weren’t hits.

By 8:30 when Bon Jovi was set to take the stage, the crowd was electric, standing up and ready to dance and sing their hearts out for the 2 ½-hour shows on both nights. Thursday night was filled with fun and rain, though this didn’t dampen the spirits or the fun for the 60,000 people in attendance. In fact, if anything, the rain added to the experience. Attendees on the second night, however, were grateful that it was a bit warmer and drier. Though the set-lists were similar for both shows, the band shook things up and added a few surprises. Fans who attended on Thursday night were treated to Joey, Hook me Up and Undivided from the Bounce album, while those there on Friday heard Right Side of Wrong and The Distance and both nights got to hear the hit Everyday and the album’s namesake, Bounce. Other surprises on Thursday night included the Slippery-era I’d Die for You and an impromptu rendition of Elvis’ I Can’t Help Falling in Love with You, and of course a proposal from a Jovi-associate to his girlfriend during Bed of Roses, a touching moment that left many fans with tears in their eyes. The second night, fans were treated to the Faith-era In These Arms and the Jersey-era Living in Sin and a surprise opening with Twist and Shout. 

Both nights included hits like Wanted Dead or Alive, Keep the Faith, You Give Love a Bad Name and Bad Medicine. Truly perfect live songs like Born to Be My Baby, Runaway, Someday I’ll be Saturday Night and Just Older weren’t to be forgotten either. Both nights fans were treated to on-stage presences of the next generation of Jovi’s during the aptly entitled I Got the Girl, in fact the boys of Bon Jovi probably got ALL the girls, and the guys too over the course of their stellar performance.

Certain technical difficulties that seemed to have plagued the band for the last part of the tour didn’t let up for these final nights, but neither the band nor the fans allowed that to stop the fun. In fact, the bands camaraderie seemed to shine even brighter during these moments, once as Richie patted the ever-cool Hugh on the back, and other times, as Jon would run away with the moment to give the others a chance to address a glitch. The fans simply refused to allow this to even slightly take away from the show, thumping and screaming even harder during the rest of the show.

Jon, as front man, proved once again why he gets paid the big bucks, indulging fans in butt wagging and taking full advantage of the large stage, running from one side to the other, always looking up at the fans in the upper-tiers, letting them know he knew they were there and dancing and singing away with the rest of the stadium. Richie stayed his cool self, playing riffs and tipping his hat to fans around the stadium, leading them in a sing-along during his solo I’ll be There for You. Dave proved once again that he is the master at the keys, playing an emotional solo as the intros to Joey and Right Side of Wrong, while fans swayed in their seats for him, and as he interacted with the crowd as he always does, with a smile and a face full of joy! Hugh left no doubt that he is the master at laying the foundation, keeping his cool, even with his fogged up glasses, taking in the stadium as he does at every show…always smiling, always chilling and always the perfectionist. Tico, the master Hit Man kept the beat like no other ever could…challenging Jon at times, and always rising to the task, never taking defeat. He hides behind his drums, but no fan could ever think the set-up complete without him in his seat. Just as each individual member rises to his own best, the band rises to the test and passes with flaming colors, reminding each fan why it is that the Jovi show is the best one in town.

This band puts on a show that no other band could rival – it keeps the fans on their seats instead of in them, and keeps them clapping to the beat. Watching 60,000 plus fans all clap their hands, or swing to the beat is a treat for anyone, and Bon Jovi doesn’t take it for granted. They put on the best show possible, not being fazed by the little things, not being fazed by the pouring rain, and always promising, and delivering, complete satisfaction. Though some might say that it’s a scripted show…it’s a show with soul, with emotion and not an ounce of BS or boy-band aura’s – this Man Band is here to stay, no matter the musical scene…this band will be here till the cows come home…because their live show will keep fans clamouring for more, no matter the time, place or weather. The band left no doubt that when they come home, their homecoming will be truly spectacular, nights not to forget and an experience that will live on in the hearts of thousands for years to come. Bring on 2005, when Jon promised they’d be back.

