Bon Jovi Rules the Pats

On Tuesday 22 July, Bon Jovi turned Gillette Stadium, home of the New England Patriots, into a stadium that could have been hosting the Superbowl for all the whirl and excitement that the ‘walls’ surrounded. Amid thunder, lightening and various rainstorms, the crowd thundered and applauded to the Jersey natives. And no one complained. 

Opening for the stellar Jovi were the Goo Goo Dolls and Sheryl Crow. The Goos began the warm-up of the stadium crowd, with their usual set-list that included Iris, Sympathy and Black Balloon. Though the band seemed disappointed that many fans skipped out on the 6pm opener, no one who was there was complaining. By the time Sheryl Crow took the stage at 7:15, the stadium was beginning to fill up a little more. She rocked the crowd in her American-flag-themed jeans, black tank top and cowboy hat, singing such hits as Soak Up The Sun, Everyday is a Winding Road and Leaving Las Vegas. She dedicated Strong Enough to the boys of Bon Jovi, asking whether Jon was strong enough to be our man – a thundering vote of approval emanated from the crowd. The fans, thumping to the beat, didn’t need to be warmed-up, she commented, and indeed, she put on a show more worthy of a headliner than an opener.

But by the time Bon Jovi took the stage at 9pm, it was clear who the crowd was there to see. The first glimpses of Hugh, Dave, Tico and Richie won screams of delight and stomping that could have brought the house down. By the time Jon reached the stage to sing Bounce, not a single fan could be left in their seat as Jovi took over the Pats. The band, in their up-most form, rocked and pleased the crowd for 2 hours and 45 minutes…and no one wanted to miss a second of it. After opening with Bounce, the band went into You Give Love a Bad Name, Wanted Dead or Alive, It’s My Life, Runaway, The Distance, Everyday and other tunes that rocked us all (thought not in that order). Audibles and spontaneity seemed to be the themes for the evening, as Jon cued Hugh to begin the intro to Fever, which received massive approval from the audience as they snapped to the beat of an old favorite (and these days, rare) cover. The spontaneity wasn’t just limited to the music the band played. Jon brought in football references to please the thousands of Pats fans who were present, alluding to game-winning touchdowns that won loud approval from the audience. Catalogue faves like Just Older, Blood on Blood and I’d Die For You were the stuff that kept fans on their feet…praying for more, ignoring the rain, without a care in the world, except, of course, that the night NEVER end.

The fans, too, were in tip-top shape, outsmarting even the security, as not 1, not 2, but 4 girls escaped the cordoned-off fan areas on the stage to attack Jon in the middle of a song. Though surprised, Jon kept his humour, telling the crowd “She just wanted to tell me she loves me” to which Richie gave an “Awww”. But those overly-excited young women seemed to have inspired Jon, as during the next song, In These Arms, he jumped off stage, and began walking down the barrier between the stage and the fans, stopping every 10 steps or so to shake hands with the crowd, causing mass hysteria for those in the front few rows. And it wasn’t just Jon who was overly crowd-pleasing, Richie played the crowd like a pro, interacting with fans as he pleased them with his guitar riffs and the lead vocals on I’ll Be There For You. Dave played the crowd as always, with a smile and a look of amazement…banging out the notes, and making fans wished they could play the keyboards like he does. Tico banged his drums as always, keeping the beat for a band of 60,000, instead of just the band of 5, and though he seemed hidden behind his high drums, the rest of the band couldn’t miss him. Hugh, as always, looked as laid back as possible, making fans wonder if he knew he was playing a stadium, and not in a garage, the smile never leaving his face (not even when he was almost run over by an over-zealous female fan as she made a bee-line for Jon).

The encore, which included Blaze of Glory and Bad Medicine, with the requisite Shout in tow, kept the audience clamouring on their feet, hoping the night would never end, and making a dream come true for one local fan, who, during a local radio interview a week earlier, had asked Jon to play Blaze of Glory because they skipped it the last time around and it was her ‘favorite’ song. The crowd stayed on their toes for every second, dreading the end of this most amazing, high-energy show. And by the time the last was seen of Richie, Dave, Tico, Hugh and Jon as they left the stage to more thundering applause, fans were soaked with a combination of sweat and rain, but not yet ready to say good-bye to the band that they had been clamouring to see at this, the Home of the Patriots, the stadium that should now be re-named Bon Jovi Stadium II.

