Bon Jovi Rocks Boston

 As always, Bon Jovi rocked the socks off everyone at the Fleet Center in Boston on Tuesday, March 4, 2003. The energy was amazing, yet the feeling was somewhat bittersweet due to the passing of Dave Bryan’s father, just a few days before. 

The show opened with Bounce, and as the band took the stage, the energy of all those who were present went through the roof. To see Bon Jovi in action is something that no one will forget, and the excitement of the opening chords of this rocking song only made the feeling more powerful. As they clamoured into the opening lines of You Give Love a Bad Name, Living on a Prayer and Wild in the Streets (not necessarily in that order), fans continued to stand on their feet, bounce up and down, clap their hands and cheer at Jon’s antics on the stage. Jon worked the crowd as he always does, making even those fans in the upper sections of the arena feel as though the band was playing just for them.

An emotional rendition of Undivided left tears in many fans’ hearts, as the raw emotion of many of the band members showed through the playing of this powerful song, that opened with a slow almost acapella line. The emotion only grew stronger as the song ended and Jon began to explain how this was a bittersweet night for them, as they were returning to Jersey in the morning to “bury one of their own”. He went on to play homage to Bryan’s father, who supported both Dave and Jon in the early stages of their careers, buying them a new drumset when the band’s was stolen, and lending them his van when theirs broke down. And as the members of the band looked up, Jon dedicated the show to the man who was an important part of their lives. The emotion in his voice, and the look on Dave’s face said it all, they would miss this man, one of their own, a father. Then the band broke into Runaway.

After Runaway, the band went on to play various hits and new songs from Bounce, their newest album, including Hook Me Up, Just Older, It’s My Life and The Distance, all rocking renditions that left the audience excited for more, and then on to calmer, slower ballads like I’ll be there for You (with Richie Sambora on vocals, a real treat that left fans swaying side to side in unison). 

Then Dave played what is now known as the piano intro to Right Side of Wrong. This particular fan was moved to tears as the raw, unbridled and unhidden emotion displayed on Dave’s face left no doubt about how much he was moved by his own father’s passing. His playing was superb and perfect, emotional and strong…the look on his face one of utter sadness. One could not miss it, and as he finished the intro and began the opening chords of the song, Jon came in and gave him a wave, a sort of ‘well done, and we’re here for you” wave/look, that only reinforced the band’s image of being a brotherhood, of being a family. One could not help but think that as his father looked down on him, he could only be as proud as possible of Dave, his professionalism, yet friendliness and interaction with the fans is, as always, unsurpassed. And fans’ hearts swelled, as their respect and pride for this piano/keyboard player ballooned.

The band also played well-known hits such as Wanted Dead or Alive (during which some fans brought out their blue glow sticks, now a tradition at Bon Jovi shows) and Bed of Roses (where Jon danced with a young fan, whose heart probably dropped through the floor as he kissed her). Another fan snuck past security and managed to accost Jon on-stage, as he was singing Living on a Prayer, and actually missed a few words due to the surprise hug…though security soon attacked the woman and took her off-stage.

Jon promised everyone in attendance that they would go home feeling like Bon Jovi gave them the workout of a lifetime, and his promise did not go unfulfilled. His pension for drama and acting abilities were put to use a few times, as fans laughed at his facial expressions and cheered to his booty-shaking rythyms on the full spread of the stage. Those fans on Richie’s side of the stage were continuously entertained by this fantastic guitarists’ rifts and playful interactions with the fans. His guitar solos rocked the entire house, leaving no one doubting his passion for the guitar. Tico pounded away, keeping the beat and emphasising the pulse that is so vital to Bon Jovi-brand rock. Hugh was Hugh, playing with perfection and looking as though being on-stage in front of 20,000 people was nothing big, appearing laid back, yet not arrogant, not taking the night for granted.

The encores finished up a night of amazing playing, as the band played their own version of Eve of Destruction, as well as crowd favorites such as Born to be my Baby and Bad Medicine, with the well-known integration of Twist and Shout. Keep the Faith and Someday I’ll be Saturday Night also kept the crowd on their feet.

And as the band left the stage, fans were left hoping for more, screaming at the top of their lungs, as they watched Richie and Dave walk off the stage, arm in arm, the bond of brotherhood, the power and intensity that makes Bon Jovi fans come back again and again. And the camaraderie that makes a Bon Jovi show the best show in town.

