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My great interest is in the Social History of New Zealand, and hence, in immigration from Britain, especially in the four founding decades, 1840-1880, and in seeking to answer the question "Who are these New Zealanders and what makes them like they are?” Accordingly my family and I spent some months of 1972 in the English countryside, particularly in Oxfordshire, Warwickshire arid 'later' in Kent, Devon and Cornwall. We took many colour slides showing how ire lived quite comfortably in a Dormobile moving between England's many caravan campsites, and explored the countryside meeting the people and gathering local history and stories.

Most of the founding settlers of New Zealand were of humble origin, folk who had spent their time on the land working for farmers, following trades that were associated with farming, and learning skills that were of great use when they eventually settled in a new land.

The slides are selected to show something of the variety of England's farming districts. There are the wide open wolds of North Lincolnshire, almost as empty of signs of human' habitation as the sheep country of New Zealand. There is the closely settled landscape of mid-Kent with its hop growing, market gardening and orchards, and with at least one village in sight from any vantage point. There are the damp pastures of Devonshire, with its network of hedgerows and its herds of cattle; There is Cornwall, where mining and fishing were competing with farming during New Zealand's founding years, and where miners were allowed to reclaim their own small holdings from the wild moorland.

Some of the slides show scenes connected with rural conflicts that led to.emigration. In Tolpuddle we saw the Martyrs’ Tree and the Martyrs' Inn, memorials to men transported to Australia for an honest, endeavour: to better the village labourers' miserable life in a movement of the 1830s. At Wellesbourne, Warwickshire, we saw the Stag's Head Inn and the 'Joseph Arch' Tree, the scene of the meeting on a miserable winter's evening in February 1872 that launched the 'Revolt of the Field' which swept a large part of rural England. That night Joseph Arch launched an Agricultural Labourers Union which succeeded for a year or two in bettering the rural workers' conditions. When the Union was brought low by the' farmers in a great lock-out in 1874, the men flocked by their thousands to New Zealand, The slides I have to show of the Oxfordshire district
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that is to be the main concern of my talk tonight, will illustrate some of the links with the.:'Revolt-.of:the. Field' and the emigration which it led to.

In Oxfordshire is Wychwood Forest, and in the small town of Ascott-under-Wychwood lives Mrs Warner She is the niece of one of the sixteen 'women martyrs' of 1873.
Their story is that during the Labourers' Revolt there were two men who were not allied with the strikers in this area; the women - Sunday School teachers; housewives, and quiet and decent-living people - tried to dissuade the strike-breakers in a fairly quiet and gentle manner. The women were summoned before the local magistrates - two parson land-owners in the, area (known as 'squarsons' acting as magistrates, and they were wealthy men. They knew that the Duke of Marlborough was much against the Farm Labourers' Union movement, so they convicted the sixteen women and they were put in Oxford Gaol. This caused a great outcry throughout the country and the women were eventually released; but their story will not be forgotten while Mrs Warner lives.

At Shipton-under-Wychwood stands the Cospatrick Memorial. In November 1874 eighteen men from this village lost their lives at sea when their ship was burned in the south Atlantic on the way to New-Zealand,  and this memorial reminds us of then. The ship was the "Cospatrick" with over: 400, immigrants; there were only three survivors.

We visited Lyneham9 an outlying hamlet from Shipton:with its Methodist Church and a much smaller Anglican Mission Hall. I had found shipping records in New Zealand and when checked against census records I found tint; this village gave us probably more immigrants than any other, village in England.' "Although it is a very small place it was strongly non-conformist and this and immigration were closely linked together,

At the south end of Wychwood Forest are the walls surrounding Blenheim Palace, running for miles round the Park. The Duke  of Marlborough gave cottages to his labourers, _ and land for allotments where they could grow food, but if any one of them joined the~ Farm--Labourers' Union they were turned off the land and out of their cottages. Within a year the allotments had gone back to brambles and the labourers were, off to New Zealand.

The results of our travelling in the countryside and the searching I did gave the reason why, most villages did not send any emigrants to New Zealand: the labourers were too ill-fed, ignorant and dispirited to face emigrating with the necessary upheaval. Thomas Hardy (b.1810) illustrated the hard times of the mid-century by telling of a sheep-keeping boy he had known in his youth who died of starvation - an autopsy showed that his stomach contained raw turnip only. Writing. early in the.20th century Hardy told how the farm workers' lives had vastly improved. Yet a careful investigation of a typical English village (Ridgmount, Beds.) in 1904 showed continuing widespread poverty. After making a generous allowance for every possible kind of income, the investigator, H.M. Mann, concluded that 41% of the village's workers were living in primary poverty (i.e. their income was insufficient to give physical efficiency even when spent to the best effect).  They were ill-fed, ill-clothed (perhaps only one set of clothes that were wet all the winter) ignorant, and brow-beaten by their ‘betters’.
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I have found that there is invariably something different about a village that sent out large numbers to New Zealand. Socially, the grip of the ruling hierarchy was usually, for some reason, weak, Economically, the villagers had something ‘extra’, usually access to the 'waste' where they could find extra food.

In the case of the Wychwood villages, the 'extra' was the Royal Forest of Wychwood. The Royal Forests had once been reserved for the King's hunting; later on they helped to provide timber for the Royal 'Navy. Let us take up the history of the Wychwood district around 1800. It sprawled over the uplands that represent the eastern edge of the Cotswolds, between the Windrush: and the Evenlode which are two tributaries of the Thames.

Starting at the south of the Windrush we come to Burford, the little local capital which was once an important coaching village and a centre of the woollen trade; by 1800 it has declined somewhat owing to the change in coach routes, and also the decline of the woollen trade, in the Cotswolds, but it is still a very beautiful area. Then we come to Taynton nearby, with its quarries up a little valley, and up the slopes towards the forest. Sheep are still prominent in the local farming here, but cattle are beginning to come in and oxen are used for ploughing, drawing carts, etc. to some extent. In the Forest itself things have changed; in the 1800s the King was no longer getting much out of it; perhaps he didn't like hunting, and the villagers were raiding it in various ways. The Warden of the Forest who should have been looking after it was quietly enclosing acres of the Forest for himself, so he was not likely to blame the villagers too much.

J.N. Brewer, who published a book on Oxfordshire in 1810, recorded that -

"In the purlieus of Whichwood Forest there are extensive tracts of waste ground, the commonage of which is confined, by right, to horses and sheep; but the instances of illegal assumption are numerous, and cattle of almost every description may be seen in nearly every part; pigs also."

The villagers were helping themselves not only to grazing, but also to firewood, and even to heavy timber, which they removed.by wagons at night

Brewer goes on to write of a "dangerous species of semi-barbarous freedom" resulting from the lack of proper, supervision of this large tract of woodland,

And writing almost at the same time, Arthur Young, the. Government's expert on agriculture, recommended that the Forest be cleared for farmland, both on economic grounds, and because -

".
the morals of the whole surrounding country demand it imperiously. The vicinity is filled with poachers, deer-stealers thieves and pilferers of every kind; offences of almost every description abound so much that the offenders are a terror to all quiet and well-disposed persons, the Oxford Gaol would be uninhabited were it not for this fertile source ofcrimes..."

 Australia was partly peopled by those they caught, and New Zealand, by those they didn't catch for poaching, stealing, etc. in the 1800s.

Skirting the western edge of the Forest we come, after about four miles, to the Evenlode River, a small stream running in a_great broad valley that curves in broad sweeps to the north, of the Forest slopes. Hillaire Belloc has written of the Evenlode -.

"She lingers in the hills, and holds 

A hundred little towns of stone Forgotten in the western wolds!"

We can follow the stream down, through a string of beautiful little villages: Milton-under-Wychwood; Shipton-under-Wychwood, Ascot-under Wychwood, and on to Charlbury which is the little local 'capital' at the northern end of the Forest.

There are two things we would find in these villages, both in 1800 and, through to the 1870s; (a) Non-conformist Chapels, (which were evidence of a loose grip of the rural hierarchy), and (b) Gloving (there would be sheep and goat skins drying on bushes and hedges, and groups of women sewing gloves in their doorways on sunny days).

The Forest Fair: If we visited the district: at any time in the first half of the 19th century we would find that the great annual event was the, Forest Fair. Its origins illustrate those two diverse expressions of the district's 'free' spirit -(i) non-conformity, and (ii) lawless rowdiness. About 1790 the local Wesleyans decided on a simple picnic. to enable their Witney members to escape the unseemly frivolity of carnival day in Witney Wake Week. (Witney is down the River Windrush from Burford). For a site they chose Newhill Plain, above the upper lakes in the Frorest. Within a year or two, however, their picnic was invaded by the very merry-makers they were trying to avoid. By the 1830s the Forest Fair had become one of the most unruly, boisterous affairs, of that part of England; attendances of about 20,000 people, side-shows and booths, thieves, pickpockets and sharpers of all kinds were there. The Forest Ranger, Lord Churchill, whose country seat was Cornbury Park on the northern edge of the Forest, 'did his best to control the event - he graced the Fair by driving through in his carriage with coachmen and footmen in full glory, and putting a boat on the lake from which bands could play. But in the end the Fair developed such a bad name that he tried to suppress it - and failed. Finally, in mid-century, he succeeded by having great trenches dug, making it impossible for the vans and showsto reach the plain.

Enclosure and Clearance of the greater part of the Forest came at last. The clearance began in October 1856, and occupied an army of hundreds of men and boys for 16 months. First the deer were removed - most were killed and for a short time the villagers legally  enjoyed a plentiful supply of venison. The timber from the clearance paid for its cost, with a handsome profit. The land was sub-divided into seven new farms, totalling nearly 3,000 acres, and the new Crown tenants had plenty of  work for the villagers for some years, grubbing the land and bringing it into full cultivation.

Unlike many of the earlier enclosures, the villagers were fairly liberally recompensed for their loss of rights of the common land.

This, then, was the district that responded so readily - first to Arch’s call for a Union, and then to New Zealand immigration.

-5‑
Let us briefly re-emphasise its strong tradition of independence:

The memories of the freedom of the forest waste were still strong (stories of old-time poaching escapades are still told);

Non-conformity was firmly established (and provided muchof the Union's leadership);

There were alternative forms of employment - the quarries; remnants of the forest as well as the farms; and for the women, one of the few cottage industries not yet destroyed by the Industrial Revolution ‑

Gloving: Instead of going out 'in service' and learning subservience to their 'betters', the Wychwood women stayed at home, working at their gloving in happy, gossiping groups. Unlike some cottage industries, gloving was not suitable for young girls - so they could stay at school until, say 13, and get a reasonable education. Gloving helped the older women keep better homes with a stronger spirit of independence.

The Coming of the Unions,
Stirred by the news of Arch's work in. Warwickshire the labour​ers of Milton met on the village green on 16 April 1872, and about fifty of them agreed to form a Union. A Committee of six labourers from Lyneham, Shipton and Milton was, set up with Joseph Leggett, a 34-year old carpenter, as secretary. He and his family belonged to Milton Baptist Chapel. Within a year or two Leggett and two other members of the Committee were to leave for New Zealand.

Ably led by Leggett, the movement quickly spread to the surrounding districts.

Over 50 years later, in Christchurch, New Zealand, John Timms recalled how the Union came to the village of his boyhood, Ascot-under-Wychwood. As a boy of about 6, John was playing marbles with his mates in the village street, when an unusual sound attracted their ears; they hurried to investigate and found that two-strangers had just arrived in the village, To attract a crowd one of the strangers was singing a song, and getting the audience to join in the chorus. John Timms could still remember that chorus in old age ‑

"0, come and. join our Unionhood,

For we are bound to do you good;

0 come and-join each heart and hand,

0 come and join our Union band."
-.

John Timms' father became secretary of the Ascot-under-Wychwood branch. Anyone who did not join the Union was 'black-listed and taunted with the rhyme..' Baa Baa Blacksheep".

Another village which soon had a strong branch was Wootton, not far from Blenheim Palace. Here the main leader was Christopher Holloway, a, farm labourer, and Methrdist lay preacher. When the Oxford movement joined up with Arch's N.A.L.U., Holloway became the
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main leader of the Oxford district - until he resigned to lead a large party to New Zealand; he later returned to work as an emigration agent for the New Zealand Government.

In June 1872, soon after, the Union branch at Wootton was formed, Holloway led the Wootton members to ask the farmers to raise their wages from 11s. to 16s. a week. The farmers met this by -

(a) Forming a Property Protection Society, whose members agreed to discharge all union men;

(b), Getting the Duke of Marlborough to transfer the letting

of his cottages and allotments to the farmers employing.., the men concerned.

It is no wonder that the Oxfordshire District of the N.A.L.U. was advocating emigration at an early date!

The first combined effort of the Oxfordshire unionists and, the N.Z. emigration authorities was a meeting at Shipton-under-Wychwood about July or August 1872. Charles Booking Carter (1822-1896) came to address the meeting and the labourers came in from the harvest‑
fields to hear him, He was able to recruit ten married men with their: wives and children for Brogden & Sons.

Charles Rooking Carter came to New Zealand in 1850 and had a successful career as a contractor in the Wellington Province. He had returned to England when he was enlisted in 1872 to recruit farm labourers for N.Z. The men he tried to persuade had no money for fares and had families to support so they were reluctant to emigrate. Now the N.Z. Government realised the need for civilians to come here, as its earlier attempts to settle the troubled districts with (largely unmarried) military settlers had ended in failure, it therefore arranged for navvies to be brought out by_Brogden & Sons, the contractors who were to build railways for the N.Z. Government. Brogden's would not only pay the fares out, but would also provide money to pay the debt's of the emigrants so that they could leave the country. Carter was thus successful in recruiting men with wives and children, for Brogden's contracts in New Zealand, They came out under the arrangements of Brogden's and not of the Government,so unfortunately there were no proper records kept

°"

The first Oxfordshire recruits of the 1870s were in an early Brogden party. They were sighed up by Carter and sailed on the 'Chile' (ex London 12 September 1872) and arrived at Napier 28 December 1872, The letters home from this small party were very important in triggering the flow from the Wychwood villages over the next few years; and the fact that they went to Hawkes Bay establishsd a strong link between Wychwood and the Seventy Mile-Bush. Also on the 'Chile' were recruits from Cornwall and other parts of England; it is quite important to know where the men came from as it explains what they did in New Zealand; each man tried to do the thing he knew most about.

It is important therefore to be able to build up the story and follow typical careers:

The Sources for Research:
1. 'Labourers' Union Chronicle',

•
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2. Ships' passenger lists (at National Archives in Wellington). That of the 'Chile' was published in the 'Hawkes Bay Herald' before the ship's arrival, so it has made checking for research moderately easy, even though this was a Brogden party.

3. 1871 English census schedules.

4. Minute Book of the Oxford District of N.A.L.U. (the only such minute book known to have survived).

Let us now, take one family in the 'Chile' party and follow them through, showing among other things how their friends followed them out.

The 'Chile's' list:
Smith  George 31 farm labourer

 Maria
31

George 11

•
Ellen
9

•
Lydia
11½ months ‑
The_Oxford District Minute Book (page 30) shows that at the firs- monthly delegate meeting, held 23 May 1872, George Smith was the delegate of the Burford branch; (branches in 14 villages were repre​sented). One of the resolutions of the first meeting was proposed by George Smith, seconded by Edward Harding delegate for Taynton.

The 'Labourers' Union Chronicle' for 20 September 1873 prints a letter from George Smith to John Pinfeld, secretary of the Union's Taynton branch. It is dated Kaikora, Hawkes Bay, 28 May 1873 (Kaikora = Otane).

“...If any of you are willing to come out to this sunny land you don't need to fear the sea; if you have a passage like ours it will be quite a pleasant trip.... The day we arrived in the port


of Hawke's Bay we had a first-rate dinner on board - fresh beef, young potatoes and carrots ... I had no difficulty in getting work I was employed soon after I got here. I am now working on the road for the Government. I have 6s. a day from eight o'clock in the morning to five in the evening. If I had been in Burford (sic) I should have worked three days for that. Working men in this country don't believe in much walking; I have a horse and new saddle and bridle to go to my work on. I bought the horse for £4, and saddle and bridle for about £3, so you see I got-rigged out very soon; and now I am about getting a cow; my wife has got her fowls. The house we are living in is a two-roomed cottage with a garden. I give 5s. per week, and I have firewood and the food for my cow for that. You must understand that we burn nothing but wood. Most provisions are cheap. Flour is about the same as at home, beef is threepence or fourpence per pounds and mutton 2½d. We used to be told that the beef and mutton of this country were not so good as at home;  come and try them:, and I assure you you will find out your mistake. We thought it a fine thing to get a pig's cheek or 3 or 4 pounds of bacon in old England; but now I can have half a sheep at a time, and sometimes a whole one, and about 80 or 90 pounds of beef. We can, sometimes get a leg of mutton for sixpence. This is really the land of Goshen, and if you acted wisely you mould come; there is plenty of work for you. Shearing is a fine trade in its season a good shearer will get £1 a day. A shepherd with not more than one or two children will get from £60 to £70 a year and all found. Clothing is a little dearer here, but not a great deal. If you come, provide yourselves with a good supply, and if

"you cannot, still come, and you will soon get clothes when you get here. I will send you a newspaper, and enclose two papers showing you how you can come. Read the papers well and lend them about, and please send me a newspaper sometimes; you can send one for a penny stamp. George has been to school, but he has now gone to work. He has 6s. per week and his food.. I am very glad I came here, I wish I had come years ago. I have no anxiety now about how I am to get food and clothing for myself and children.... I have not been to class yet out here, but as I am now living within 5 miles of Waipawa, where the class is held, I intend to go and give my name as a member with the United Methodist Free Churches. The minister comes to Kaikora to preach every fortnight, and at Waipawa every Sunday night. Be sure to write and tell me how the Union is getting on, and how you are getting on with your chapel affairs.....,"

Smith listed eleven folk to whom he wished his letter shown "and as many more as you think proper". There is a footnote by the Rev.. George Taylor of Waipawa, who had written the letter for Smith, which indicates that although Smith was a local preacher, and therefore undoubtedly literate, he was not.a confident writer. Taylor endorsed all that Smith had written about the colony remarking that 'It is a fine country for working men. I wonder that more don't come."

Among those whom this letter probably helped to persuade to emigrate were Edward Harding, his wife Sarah and five children. (Harding was .the -delegate from Taynton who seconded George Smith's motion on 23 May 1872). They sailed on the 'Invererne’ (from London 22 November 1873, landed Napier 8 March 1874).

The large influx of immigrants had created a housing shortage. in Hawkes Bay, so the Harding family stayed for 14 weeks with their old friends the George Smiths: Sarah Harding tells all about it in a letter she wrote home on 29 July 1874, from Waipawa. She reported George Smith doing very well - he had 2 horses, 2 cows, 2.calves, and 60 - 70 fowls. Comparisons she draws with the English rural scene make interesting reading:

I must tell you the children are all getting quite fat, and so is Ted; as for myself, I can't remember the time when I felt so strong and well; I suppose it is having plenty to eat of good substantial food, for we do have plenty of good food - beef, mutton and pork. You know we did not have enough in the old country, we could not have it and pay for it but there is no fear of that here, if a man will keep himself steady and will work, and you know there is no fear of Ted working, if God spares his health and strength .... We were put down free of charge; you know we expected to have £14 to pay but we were quite free Ours was the first free emigrant ship that arrived in New Zealand.
I think it was the best thing we ever done for ourselves and children.... Ted is at work on the line and Frank with him. The price of wages out here is seven and eight shillings per day (chiefly eight) from eight o'clock in the morning till five at night. If it keeps fine this month Ted's wages will be about £13. Don't you think that is better than working at home for £2.16.0? ....  I suppose John Pinfold is still at Taynton.... Is he still working for Mr Lousley? Tell him there is no sitting under the hedge knawing (sic) a piece of bread and an onion, and talking over the bad times.... I wrote to John Pinfold as soon as we arrived; did they receive it?

Ted has not got a horse yet but thinks of getting one soon. I have

"been on Mr Smith's pony; they say I am a good jockey, better than Mrs Smith. Ted thinks of getting some land before the summer is over."

Sarah Harding proceeded to explain the time payment terms on which land could be acquired. She asked after friends in Taynton, and wanted her letter shown to friends who were "too many to mention their names". She concluded her letter by listing the price of provisions in Hawkes Bay. John Pinfold, the Taynton Branch secretary, forwarded this letter for publication in the 'Chronicle'. His employment by the Mr Lousley whom Sarah mentions must have come to an end about the time the letter was received, as it was resolved at a meeting of the Committee of the Oxford District on 28 October 1874 "that J. Pinfold be allowed lock-out pay until the time of his Embarkation". He sailed for Hawkes Bay on 20 November 1874. The passenger list shows him as a 37-year-old shepherd. He was accompa​nied by his wife Mary and five children.

On the same ship as the Hardings came their married-daughter, Frances, with her husband Henry Cox, 30, miller, and their 3 young children. Henry Cox wrote 'home' from Te Aute on 2 June 1874:

.... I have been working on the line, making a new railway. It is a very good job. We do it by piece work; it averages from 8s, to 10s. per day of eight hours, only we have had a good drop of wet. We had to lose a good bit of time as it was all flooded. We have been living in a tent put up in a large shed. There are four families beside us; we each have a tent to ourselves. It is very comfortable and we like it very much. We have had a good deal of sport since we have been out here with our guns. We find them very useful. •We often shoot a pig, and ducks, and swamp-fowl, all- wild but they are very nice ...."
I must introduce you to just one more of George Smith's friends who followed him from Oxfordshire: Charles Hambling, another Methodist lay-preacher, who emigrated from a village some miles

north of Wychwood Forest. Passenger list of the 'Winchester' sailing on 2 May 1874 shows him as a "37-year-old labourer with his wife Ann and '6 children". He settled briefly in Napier before moving up country, as we shall see in a letter he wrote on 22 September 1876:
". . .  Dear Brother, since I wrote to you last I have got two horses of my own, and a light four-wheeled trap. We call it an express here, with which I take goods and parcels, and remove furniture about the town, to and from the port and station. Some days I earn £1 a day. I have not earned less than £5 a week since I began last April, so you see we are getting on all right, and now I have made another speculation - it is in land. About thirty-five of us have formed ourselves into a Society, and have bought of the Government about 2,500 acres of bush land at land at £1 per acre, and we are allowed 7 years to pay it in. We pay 9d. per acre quarterly. We have divided the land among ourselves, and mine is nearly 100 acres, and it is the best land in the province of Hawke's Bay.. It is about 100 miles from Napier, that is, half way

to Wellington. It is a new township called Woodvill (sic) and our land is going to be called the Woodvill Small Farm Association. There is a good road from Napier to there and from there to Wellington. There will be three railways to meet at that township when finished - the Napier, Wellington, and Wanganui railways - and that will make our land very valuable in a few years. Some of the men have gone to begin clearing theirs, and I have two men
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clearing for me. I must have ten acres cleared and fenced and a cottage to live in at the end of, two years; and clear and fence


ten more acres in the next two years; after that we can clear it when we like .... Dear Brother, I must tell you that the greatest part of us are Methodists, mostly Primitives, and we expect to start a Primitive Methodist Society when we all get to live there. There are four local preachers - myself, John Pinfold from Taynton in Oxon.; Edward Harding from the same place; and George Smith from Burford, so you see the birds of a feather flock together..... Dear Friends, the girls are both in service, and Levi is getting on well with his trade.. He has grown very much, and you would not know Emma if you could see her; she is taller than her mother, and Anne is quite well. Levi has made himself a boat and goes on the water when it is calm, and takes the boys and Nelly. We are living on the beach, close to the sea ....

The Woodville Small Farm Association:
All of these families I have mentioned joined this Association and became pioneers of Woodville.‑
The George Smiths

The Edward Hardings and their daughter and son-in-law

Henry and Fannie Cox

The John Pinfolds

The Charles Hamblings

The S,F,A. Association was formed in Waipawa, 1 April 1876.. It had 35 members, all married men with a total of 165 children at the time they formed the Association. They had earned the capital necessary to take up the land in various ways ‑
Henry and Fannie Cox, as a married couple on a sheep station (after leaving his railway works)*,

Charles Hambling, as we have seen-running an express round Napier,

and John Pinfold, apparently bush-felling - as there is
a tradition that a Pinfold felled the first bush on

the town site of Woodville. (Pinfold had reached Napier on the ‘Hudson’ on 12 February 1875 - he is listed as a 37-year-old shepherd with a wife and 5 children, so he probably also earned money shearing).

In all, I have traced ten of the Woodville S.F.A.'s 35 members to the villages of Oxfordshire; most of  these were from the Wychwood area. To tell the story of their fortunes as bush settlers would require a separate talk.

----
I have been fortunate to find a description of the settlement
written three years after it was founded, by a reporter from the

Hawkes Bay Herald. The leader of the S.F.A. (Sowry) procured three

horses and took the reporter and Hy. Hill; School Inspector:

"Our horses went up to their knees in the soft mud of the road, and stumbled over the tree roots which still spread under

the surface. No-one can get anything like a fair idea of Woodville from the main road. Hidden by belts of trees are special settlements here and there, carrying a large and apparently prosperous population. The particular settlement in question was only some three years old, but the bush had been burnt off and mostly felled, cattle wandered among the stumps... fences divided
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"the land everywhere; and comfortable houses were taking the place of temporary huts which were at first erected. Here and there was a paddock of wheat or of oats - all surface sown, for it will be some years before a plough can be put to work. Our guide told us that, though they had to 'rough it' at first, the settlers had managed to make both ends meet and were now drifting into smoother waters. A few had capital, and employed those who had none in clearing and felling. Mr Ormond had an adjoining section off some 400 acres which he had cleared and this caused the circulation of about a thousand pounds....  There had been jobs on the road and other ways of obtaining a little money. They sold their butter to road gangs or surveying parties, and had a market for the increase in their cattle."

One of my surmises, which has been supported in various ways by my researches, is that the district of origin of settlers will have been reflected in the style of farming they initially adopted.

The Cotswold hills were noted for their sheep - and our Wychwood settlers must have brought with them a fair deal of experience with sheep. (One of them, John Pinfold from Taynton, was a shepherd by calling). Now, sheep are not ideal for stocking a bush clearing - their wool catches in the felled timber and gets soiled with ash and charcoal; there is not much grass for them to eat till the land has been cleared somewhat, and also they get caught in the bush and other growth. Cattle. are the animals to break in new ground by trampling down burnt timber, letting in light to the ground where grass very soon springs up. And yet six of the.S.F.A. members were running sheep in Woodville in 1882, and four of these were from Oxfordshire and they owned 487 of the settlement's total 789 sheep.

In other areas settlers tried farming, as they, knew it, in completely unsuitable conditions; men from the Lincolnshire wolds who were used to agriculture tried to grow wheat round Inglewood where there is over 100" of annual rainfall - complete failure of many of their crops. And Kentish men tried to grow hops and fruit in South Taranaki, which is pastoral land.

At Woodville, one wonders, did any of the Wychwood men make use of the experience gained as boys or young men in the clearing of Wychwood Forest in 1856-57?  Were old poaching skills adapted to hunting in the surrounding bush? Did the practice of ploughing with oxen (rather than horses) encouraged by the nature of the Wychwood farms, prove useful in early Woodville?

And what effect did emigration have on the small English villages whence these families came? We find that men were gradually being replaced by machines; also some had emigrated to America and cheaper food was arriving in England from that country. In some areas emigration put up the wages of the remaining men, and wages stayed up. In general, though, wages dropped back, but by then living costs had improved and there was cheap imported food, so the people lived better.

The Unions gained great sympathy from city dwellers and in some cases could subsidise emigration. The New Zealand Government also assisted with cheap or free passages, but even so some men could not emigrate because of their debts. Many families had emigrated to America but found it was not good there, and returned to England; no free passages to America were offered, though free land was
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offered but this was useless for those who had no money to get there. So many came to New Zealand instead. In the 1870s 100,000 assisted immigrants came to New Zealand, 50,000 of them from England and the rest from Ireland, Scotland, Germany, Scandinavia, etc. The largest influx came as a result of the lock-out by farmers in 1874. In 1873-74 eight ships went direct to Napier, and seven of these eight ships had Oxfordshire men on them, so there was a strong link between Hawkes Bay and Oxfordshire,. Fewer people came from Wiltshire during this period, as the Unions were not strong in the western counties, and men there were used to grazing, and tended to stay with the stock.
Obviously I have only skimmed the surface of the subject, and given you only a fraction of what I know of the Wychwood unionists

o—

and their emigration to New Zealand; but I have talked enough • to you for one evening.
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