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Direct migration from the British Isles has been the main source of New Zealand's European stock. But a parallel subsidiary source of considerable significance has been the trans-Tasman flow from Australia. This flow dates from the first sealing, whaling and spar cutting expeditions to the New Zealand coast, and it has persisted ever since, with alrrost every passenger craft arriving from an Australian sea or airport adding its contribution. Trans-Tasman migration has been a two way affair throughout, with the main direct of flow swinging back​wards and forwards between the westward and the eastward. This paper is concerned mainly with one eastward flow, but many of the problems and issues it touches on are also relevant to other flows in both directions.

The main outlines of trans-Tasman migration are not difficult to discern. Reasonably good statistics of arrivals and departures were kept on both sides of the Tasman, from the early days of colonial administration, and there are good census tables on birthplaces to fill out the picture. These sources provide evidence of a flow from the infant New Zealand settlements to the Australian gold rushes of the 1850s, followed by a flood of diggers pouring across to New Zealand rushes of the 1860s. The Vogel development boom of the 1870s served to keep the flow mainly in New Zealand's favour, but hard times in New Zealand in the 1880s set in motion an "exodus" to Australia. The flow was reversed when much more serious depression developed in Australia in the '90s, heralded by the great bank crashes of 1893. For a time this flow was held in check by the slow return of prosperity in New Zealand. But in the first decade of the 20th Century this gentle flow suddenly swelled to a flood. New Zealand's gain in population from Australia in this decade rivalled that of her gold rush decade of the 1860s. In terms of Australian experience brought to New Zealand, the later decade was by far the more important of the two. A majority of these arrivals were Australian-born, whereas those of the 1860s were pre​dominantly of Old World birth - folk who had joined the rush to Australia in the 'fifties, and a few years later followed the same lure of gold to New Zealand.

It was this wealth of Australian experience which led me to choose the decade of the 1900s for detailed study. I turned to this research project after having enjoyed a fair measure of success in a major study of New Zealand's main 19th century immigration flow from England, that of the 1870s.1 It was the contrast between the wealth of high quality data available for this English story, and the paucity and poor quality of that for the Australian influx, that has led me to title this paper "dynamics of the invisible'. To this matter of sources might be added one of consciousness - New Zealanders have always had a strong awareness of their Old World origins, but there has not been the same pride and awareness where Australian links are concerned. Furthermore, the 'new chum' from the Old World has always been made visible by his customs and habits, and in more recent times by his accent. But the new arrival from Australia is just another 'colonial', able with the minimum of adjustment to become 'invisible' and to pass as just another 'one of us'.

To highlight the problems of researching trans-Tasman migration, let me briefly list some of the main elements of good fortune enjoyed in probing the story of New Zealand's English labouring immigrants of the 1870s. First they were government assisted immigrants, hence there are full and careful records of their names, ages, occupations, counties of origin, and so on. It was a comparatively simple matter to map the varying fortunes of New Zealand's recruitment drive across the English counties, and to graph the rise and fall of emigration from each county. Tracking than to their parishes of origin was more difficult - but entirely feasible. The schedules of the 1871 English census were available for collating with the immigrant passenger lists. Having tracked these immigrants to their parishes of origin, probing their background - their social standing, their work experience and skills, their motives and processes of emigrating became a real possibility. Two important factors assisted research at this point: the strong links between the New Zealand immigration drive and the 'Revolt of the Field', a very vocal contemporary movement among English rural workers, and the more general fact that in England local history is a mature and well-serviced study. When one follows these immigrants to New Zealand, the good fortune continues. For example, any early success they had in gaining freehold land is recorded in New Zealand's 'Domesday Book' of 1882, and for some hundreds of them detailed colonial careers are spelled out among the nearly 20,000 biographical notices in the invaluable six-volume Cyclopedia of New Zealand of the turn of the century.

When we turn to the Australian influx of 1900-1908 the contrast is striking. Their numbers are approximately the same as for the English assisted immigrants of the 1870s - about 50,000 in each case. But here one strikes an immense difficulty at the very start - obtaining the bare minimum of names and personal data (such as ages and occupations) that will enable one to confidently trace them back to their Australian origins, and onwards in New Zealand records. For we are not now dealing with records carefully created and preserved by the New Zealand Iamigration Deparihnent, but with what survives of carelessly scrawled lists filed by busy and harried pursers on the trans-Tasman run. These are not careful lists of Christian names and surnames, but careless lists of surnames, sometimes with initials and sometimes without (but never with Christian names). Where a family is travelling, initials are frequently omitted to allow space for 'Mr & Mrs', even if the list gives initials for those travelling singly. Children are generally nim bered, not named - 'Mr and Mrs Smith and 3 children'. Ages are sometimes given; but usually passengers are merely allocated to one of the four categories 'adult', 'child over 14', 'child under 14', 'infant under 12 months'. occupations are frequently covered by a blanket 'Labourers and Domestics' for steerage, and 'Ladies and Gentlemen' or 'Tourists' for saloon. The column 'state whether English, Scottish or Irish', is often covered by the blanket term 'British'. To sum up, these passenger lists are so vague in their details, and so carelessly recorded, that they cannot be used directly as a starting point for migration research. To all the other difficulties must be added the general uncertainty as to the status of these travellers. With a list of assisted immigrants from Britain, there is no doubt as to why they are travelling. With these Australian passengers we do not know whether we are looking at the name of a New Zealand tourist or business man or migrant worker, returning from a visit to Australia, an Australian briefly visiting New Zealand, an arrival from the Old World who has transhipped at an Australian port, or a genuine new Australian immigrant, uprooting from one side of the Tasman to settle on the other, The same, of cou9e, goes for the official statistics derived from these passenger lists.

The Australian immigrant of the 1900s is, then, for all practical purposes, 'invisible' as far as the trans-Tasman passenger lists are concerned. But even if we had his full name, age, and occupation, we would still face great odds in tracing his Australian origins, and foll​owing his New Zealand fortunes. There are no Australian census schedules in which we can locate him before he emigrates. There is no great social movement, vocally recording his departure and the reasons for it. There is no vigorous tradition of local history, to enrich our understanding, if we do by some good chance, learn which district he looks upon as his old hare. And in New Zealand, we have no 20th century Domesday Book, nor a mid-century Cyclopedia of biographies of local worthies, to see what he made of his life in his new homeland. Clearly, this will be no easy story to unravel. But if we are tempted to abandon the endeavour, there are statistics to suggest that these questions are too important to leave unanswered. In the 30 years between 1871 and 1901, New Zealand's population tripled, and the number of New Zealand-born increased five-and-a-half-fold, but the number of Australian-born in the population little more than doubled (from 12,426 to 26,991). But in the five years between the censuses of 1901 and 1906, while New Zealand's population increased by 15 per cent, the Australian-born increased by 75 per cent, from 26,991 to 47,256, and over the whole of the nine-year surge of trans-Tasman migration, 1900-1908, New Zealand's Australian-born must have at least doubled. That a large proportion of these were not transients, but permanent new settlers, is evident from the 1921 New Zealand census, which gives a two-way breakdown of surviving immigrants by country of origin and time of arrival. There were, in 1921, over 17,500 Australian-born who had arrived in New Zealand in the decade 1902-11. These statistics suggest plenty of questions that cry out for answers. What were the hearth districts that these folk came from? What impelled their migration? How did they obtain information about New Zealand? What was the mix of ages, sex, occupation, social class, etc, in this flow?

To what areas of New Zealand did they go? What particular contributions did they make to New Zealand's ongoing development? There are questions also to ask about the trans-Tasman arrivals who were not Australian born - and over these nine years there seem to have been about three of these for every four Australians. How many of them were former New Zealand settlers, perhaps of the 1880s exodus? Of those who were British in origin, how many were recent arrivals in Australia, how many were seasoned settlers? As we answer such questions, it will also be worth considering whether the patterns that emerge are peculiar to this particular flow of immigrants, or typical of trans-Tasman movements over a longer period.

The task, then, was to pick up the trails of these 'invisible' Australians, and probe for the underlying patterns and the meaning of it all. With no single direct broad approach made possible by the sources, the only option was to cast about on a variety of fronts, in the hope of picking up enough information to be able to discern the main

shape of what happened. While seeking mainly for the 1900-1908 influx, it seemed wise to collect information for a broader period, from the 1880s to 1914, so as to see the turn of the century flow in context.

I have already mentioned that the published statistics throw a certain amount of light on the subject. So too do contemporary economic and industrial reports, such as the annual reports of the New Zealand Department of Labour, and the letters on economic conditions from correspondents in the various States published regularly in the Australasian Insurance and Banking Record. But to get down to cases, and to put a htmian face on it all, one has to search elsewhere. For this purpose I worked to build up the following three files of material.

1. Biographies of Australian-born, and other long-term Australian residents, who emigrated to New Zealand.

2. Genealogical data giving birthplaces of samples Australian-born New Zealanders.

3. Identification of significant districts of origin in Australia and districts of settlement in New Zealand, and a close study of these by way of local histories, contemporary newspapers and other local sources, for any light they might throw on the subject. (My aim was to visit a good number of these Australian hearth districts, to get the 'feel' of than by personal acquaintance.)

Over a period of time I built up a dossier of biographies of Australian-born immigrants - about 300 in all from the broader 1880-1914 period, of which 160 were from the focal years 1900-1908. I began with the Australian immigrant biographies in the Cyclopedia of New Zealand. While these are mainly 19th century stories, the last three volumes (published in 1905, 1906 and 1908) picked up a useful handful from my target years. This source was particularly valuable in providing evidence of longer-term patterns of interchange. For example, it provided good evidence that in several professions and callings there were well-established Australian career patterns. These were particularly strong in banking (several major banks being Australasian concerns) and with the press (with a steady flow of journalists and newspaper promoters moving between the the two countries). They were also quite evident in medicine, engineering, and in some aspects of education and the Christian ministry. Another clear pattern was the pioneering of new technologies on one or other side of the Tasman, followed by a significant movement of technological experts to the other side of the Tasman, when the new methods were being adopted there. Thus mining technology tended to be first adopted in Australia then exported to New Zealand, along with the skilled personnel needed to initiate it. It is perhaps not so well known that Victoria was the Australasian pioneer of large scale dairying for export, and that New Zealand drew on this experience to her benefit. The Cyclopedia biographies of immigrants from the 1900-1908 flow were not, of course, able to carry the New Zealand end of the story very far. For the New Zealand careers, the most prolific source was the Turnbull collection of newspaper clippings of New Zealand biographies (largely obituaries) - a continuous series from the 1920s to the present. These gave me the completed careers of over a hundred of the 1900-1908 immigrants. A further 13 were obtained by writing to members of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists who had indicated Australian connections, and others were gathered from a variety of sources.

When these biographies were probed for evidence of the dynamics of the 1900's influx, one over-riding impression came through - that the most significant general factor was the coincidence of a protracted, widespread and devasting drought in Australia, with years of prosperity and economic development in New Zealand. The rural districts which seemed to be emerging as important 'hearth' areas appeared to be ones which suffered heavily in the drought. (I had, though, to wait till I visited Australia, to examine the basic study on the subject - J.C. Foley's Drought in Australia). A study of New Zealand government sources suggested that there was some awareness here that Australia's misfortune might, by a little quiet and subtle policy, be turned to New Zealand's benefit in the matter of seasoned labourers and settlers.

But a mere 160 biographies could not be taken as providing the basis for firm generalisations about where 50,000 immigrants had come from. A larger body of evidence was needed before the hearth districts could be mapped in with real confidence, and reasonably firm answers found for the questions 'which Australians, from which districts, with what backgrounds, skills and aspirations, opted to cross the Tasman?' To obtain a more copious supply of examples, I obtained permission from the New Zealand Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages to search marriage and death records. As the peak year of this immigration flow was 1903, and statistics and other evidence indicated a large proportion of single young men and uumen, I decided to search the marriages of 1905 for the Australian-born. Then, to ensure that I picked up a good number who became permanent New Zealand residents, I searched the deaths of 1941 and 1951 for Australian-born who were shown to have immigrated during the target years. When these birthplaces were added to my map of Australian origins, they served to confirm and fill out the pattern which was emerging from the 160 biographies.

This was progress, but for the Australian end of the story this source gave no more than the parent's occupations, and the place of birth Furthermore, there was no way of knowing, for any particular immigrant, whether the birthplace had been of continuing significance in his career, and whether its circumstances had been involved in the decision to emigrate. To fill out the picture, on visiting Australia I gained access to the New South Wales birth records, and traced the births of the New South Wales immigrants whose marriages in New Zealand in 1905 I had already collected. This proved a very worthwhile exercise, giving much more exact information on the immigrants' birthplaces, together with the birthplaces of both parents and their place of marriage. In some cases also I was able to collect the birthplaces of siblings. A comparison of the father's occupation at the time of the immigrant's birth and at the time of marriage in 1905, was also very useful. One unexpected result of this collation of evidence was that it showed New Zealand to have been a kind of Gretna Green for New South Wales - a significant number, especially of brides, had falsified their ages for the New Zealand marriage record, and far from being of full age, were only in their early or mid 'teens. But for my purposes the most important outcome was convincing confirmation that for many of our 1900s influx, the place of birth was in a district where their families were well-rooted. Its circumstances in the early 20th century were therefore likely to have been of importance in the decision to emigrate. With evidence from various sources converging to firm up significant hearth districts, I was able to make good use of a visit to Australia. We will move on to a brief look at one or two of these hearth districts.

The New South Wales northern wheat belt lies between the Blue
Mountains to the east, and thinly-settled low-rainfall pastoral land to the west. My evidence suggested that the southern half of this area (of which towns such as Dubbo, Forbes, Parkes and Mudgee were centres) had sent a good flow of emigrants to New Zealand. Besides wheat, sheep-farming and goldmining were significant industries here. On consulting Foley, I found that the drought here extended from 1895 to 1903, with only a few breaks of several months, and the most acute period was August 1900 to February, 1903. 3 New South Wales stock and production statistics give some indication of the devastating losses the district must have suffered. The State's 1902 wheat crop had an average yield of less than one tenth of the yields of the early 1890s. In 1902 the drought wiped out 40 per cent of the New South Wales sheep flock, a loss of some 15,000,000 head to add to heavy losses over the preceding years. In 1902 New South Wales also lost over one fifth of her cattle and over one eighth of her horses. 4

Let us turn to the 1902 files of one of the region's leading local newspapers, the Western Champion and Parkes and Forbes Representative for light on the emigration flow to New Zealand. We must remember that as a champion of local interest, the paper glossed over how bad things were in Parkes and Forbes.

10 January 1902 "Mr and Mrs A.E. Anderson of Myrangle and Mr George Bruce and Mr and Mrs J. Bruce have taken a tour - which is to last a month - to New Zealand".

24 January 1902 "The great Cobar Copper Mine, the Occidental, has closed down for want of water".

4 July 1902 "The stock yarded at Homebush on Monday included ... over 40 cross bred wethers from New Zealand".

There are other such items over the following months.)

11 July 1902 "Cowra ... MrG.F. 011, a very popular and widely respected business man, severed his connection with Cowra on Tuesday ... We understand it is Mr O11's intention to embark in business in the vicinity of Auckland, New Zealand".

3 October 1902 "Nyngan ... The local butchers have been compelled, owing to the failure of the district supply, to procure New Zealand frozen beef and mutton to keep us going..."

(Other similar items appear over this period.)

19 December 1902 "Mr Arthur Prow, a very popular footballer and cricketer of Forbes, has left for New Zealand". (A farewell dinner is then described).

30 January 1903 (An account of a farmers' meeting at Parkes, at which the New South Wales Premier was strongly condemned for rejecting a generous offer of seed wheat and fodder from Seddon, the New Zealand Prime Minister. Several speakers wanted a local approach accepting Seddon's offer, but were told that such a thing 'is not done'.)

These extracts illustrate directly, or by implication, the effects the drought was having on farming, mining, and the small town business ccmTunities. It is not surprising that the New Zealand immigrants traced back to this district included farmers, miners, businessmen and tradesmen. The extracts also illustrate ways in which New Zealand was brought to the district's attention. The flow of New Zealand fat stock and meat into a district which was itself normally an exporter of such products must have been particularly telling. Seddon's offer of help was also a strong advertisement for New Zealand. There may have been a little design, as well as generosity, in the offer. It coincided with a decision, suddenly taken late in 1902, to launch a drive for the settle​ment of virgin land in New Zealand.5 New Zealand's new Tourist and Pub​licity Department (founded in 1901) may also have been having some effect. One of its early ventures was to flood Sydney and Melbourne during 1902 with 100,000 coloured postcards of New Zealand scenery.6 In a drought-stricken land, these pictures of lakes and waterfalls, fern-fringed streams and well-watered fields, may have attracted more than tourists.

At the turn of the century Queensland was still very much a frontier State, and over the following decades she was to continue to attract pioneer settlers from the Southern States and even from New Zealand. Migration from Queensland to New Zealand does not seem to have been at all co mon, but the devastation of the great drought is reflected in the growth of the numbers of New Zealand's Queensland-born from 1,271 to 3,193, between the censuses of 1901 and 1906. In Queensland the drought lasted longer (by about three years) and cut deeper than in the other States. In the decade 1892-1902 Queensland lost two-thirds of its sheep and over half of its cattle.? The most fully realised biography that I have found of these emigrants from the great Australian drought concerns a Queensland family from the mining town of Mount Morgan. Clare Foster was 10 when her parents migrated with their family from Mount Morgan to Gisborne in New Zealand.

Late in life she told the story in her book Here We Were: A Family Arrival 1901, from which I quote:

"Then it was 1901. The drought continued. Huge forest trees and native birds were dying in the bush. There was a mild exodus from Northern Queens​land. Many families known to us in Mount Morgan were leaving for New Zealand. Our brother Fred had gone and his descriptive letters induced Father to come over and spy out the land, leaving Mother to sell out and follow when he sent word.

What that selling out and coming over meant to a little mother of a big family is a story of courage and some heart-beak. I have heard the beginnings many times."

It is a story familiar to migration historians - the young and unencumbered moving first, and their enthusiastic letters inducing family groups to follow, with the fact that friends and acquaintances

were also going being an important factor in the decision. Clare Foster's book gives a good account of what it all meant in terms of human experience. As an old lady, she travelled through Queensland with a coach tour party and for the first time revisited her childhood home town of Mount Morgan. She dropped out of the party's tour of the sights, and walked out to see her old home in Patterson Street, then she climbed to a favourite childhood playground. She writes:

I walked to the top of the hill, sat down, took off my shoes, and stockings and paddled in the tiny flowe5s and in the warm grass. It was Spring...

The drought also hit Victoria hard. Victoria's 19th century rural history tells of two waves of small farm settlers, the selectors of the Selection Acts of the 1860s, aimed at unlocking land for the gold rush influx, and the largely urban settlers of the Village Settlement movement, launched in the 1890s as a response to the desl5itution develop​ing in the wake of Melbourne's economic crash of 1893.
How did the 1900s emigration to New Zealand relate to these two waves of settlers? The evidence points strongly to the earlier group, with practically no trace of the later one. It would seem that village settlers who did not persist, drifted back to urban Australia. But the diggers of the 1850s provided New Zealand with a first wave of settlers in the 1860s, and another wave in the 1900s, the children of those who had stayed in Victoria to select land. So the Kelly country of the Owens Goldfield, and the great stretch of goldbearing country that includes the Ballarat and Bendigo fields, were clearly indicated as hearth areas on my map. Probably these districts would have been exporting a surplus of population even if there had not been a drought. As in New Zealand, the earlier settled open country was providing the manpower for a second stage of settlement, the subduing of the great forests. But some Victorians were opting for the New Zealand bush rather than the tougher forests of their home state's Gippsland, to which many of their contemporaries were moving. Another population movement in Victoria of this period was occasioned by the rapid decline of outlying ports, as Melbourne, through its railway network, completed its stranglehold on the State's communication system. 11 The record shows that a part of this flow was also directed to New Zealand. It seems very likely that in this period there was no significant population movement within Australia which did not have some repercussions for New Zealand.

When one turns to New Zealand, in search of the receiving areas of this Australian inflow, one feature stands out prominently: - the most notable receiving areas were the frontiers of settlement. One such area in the opening years of the century was the central North Island, where the Main Trunk Railway was being pushed to completion. Between 1901 and 1906 the Australian-born in the counties of Wanganui and Waimarino increased from 95 to 654. If trans-Tasman arrivals who were not Australian-born were present in a proportion similar to the New Zealand average, about one person in seven in these counties in 1906 must have been drawn from Australia. The North Island Main Trunk was completed

in 1908, and by the 1911 census the Australian-born in these two counties had dropped to 554. But the number of Australian-born females had grown from 134 to 159, which suggested that a significant proportion of the Australian navvying influx had remained to become permanent settlers.

In 1906 the Australian-born made up just over five percent of New Zealand's population. But for frontier counties it was almost invariably much higher. The figure for East Taupo was 9%, for West Taupo 11.4%, Rotorua 8.6%, Buller 12.2%, Inangahua 11.7%. And the evi​dence points to these Australians on the frontier being young, Predominantly male and mainly recent arrivals. In contrast, the majority of the Australian-born in the older settled districts would seem to have been the ageing survivors of the influx of the 1860s and 1870s.

Early in this paper we contrasted the highly visible English Vogel inmigrants of the 1870s with the comparatively invisible trans-Tasman arrivals of the 1900s. But having done something towards rendering these Australians visible, we can now point to significant similarities in the two influxes. In both decades New Zealand was engaged in the vigorous pioneering of her development frontiers. In both periods what

she most wanted was tough workers, preferably with a bias towards rural life and possessing rural skills. In each case, due to circumstances

in the sending country, she got what she needed in good numbers. In both cases, too, the influx included workers fresh from industrial conflict in their hearth lands. But we must be careful not to force the parallels too far. For the Australian flow provided much of the backbone and leadership of the militant Red Federation of Labour which burst upon the New Zealand scene in the early 20th century. And from the sons of the Vogel labourers came the stalwarts of Massey's new Reform Party the bitter foes of the Red Fed. But all that is another story;
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