
April is a month where we recognize 
child victims of abuse and neglect 
and we honor volunteers. How appro-
priate that these recognition events 
should fall in the same month. You 
will  never know just how much the 
advocacy you provide has helped the 
children of this community. Thank 
you for your dedication to the chil-
dren of this community. Your effort 
has assured over 500 children in 
Wayne, Lenoir, and Greene counties 
have been safe and their best inter-
ests were protected. Through your 
efforts in the past year over 220  

From the Desk of the Administrator:  

Guardian’s Voice 
The Mission of the Guard-
ian ad Litem Program is to 
provide trained, independ-
ent advocates to represent 
and promote the best in-
terests of abused and ne-
glected or dependent chil-
dren involved in the court 
and to work toward a plan 
that ensures that these 
children are in a safe per-
manent home. 
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Wayne Court Dates 
April: 12th & 26th 

May: 10th & 24th 

June: 7th & 28th 

July: 5th, 19th, & 31st 

August: 23rd 

September: 6th & 20th 

Lenoir Court Dates 
April: 10th & 24th 

May: 8th & 22nd 

June: 5th & 26th 

July: 3rd, 17th, & 31st 

August: 14th & 28th 

September: 11th & 25th 

Greene Court Dates 
April: 16th 

May: 14th 

June: 11th 

July: 16th 

August: 20th  

September: 17th 

Court Survey 

Did you know that you can log into the 
North Carolina Court’s website and com-
plete a survey about your court experi-
ence? This is an excellent way to let the 
court system know if you think they are 
doing a good job or what areas you feel 
need improvment. If the citizen’s opin-
ions are not expressed, very little 
change will take place.  Follow the link 
below and let the courts know how 
they’re doing today! 
www.nccourts.org/_Surveys/CourtSurve

children’s cases have been closed 
with these children being adopted, 
placed in legal guardianship, or re-
turned to parents who have bene-
fited from the resources offered by 
the family court. We know this work 
is not always easy or rewarding. 
When things get tough please know 
that is when we as staff are here to 
help. Keep your eyes and heart fo-
cused on protecting our children and 
you will never go wrong.  
Best Wishes, 
Colleen 

Visiting Children 

Remember to visit your chil-
dren at least ONCE A 
MONTH.  These monthly visits 
are the most important part of 
your service to these children.  
If you are having a problem 
making these visits, please call 
us and we will make arrange-
ments to have someone visit 
for you. 



Once again our annual Outback Volun-
teer Appreciation Luncheon was a 
huge success.  Each year, Outback 
Steak House’s across North Carolina 
donate their facility, time, and excel-
lent food to honor the wonderful 
work Guardian ad Litem Volunteers 
do. Even the servers donate their 
time to serve the volunteers that 
serve our most precious citizens, our 
children. 

We had a total of 57 attendees at 
the luncheon, 35 of which were volun-
teers. Among the attendees were 
Representative Van Braxton, Senator 
John Kerr, and Representative Louis 
Pate. 

Judge Brantley gave the opening 
speech , both Representatives and 
the Senator spoke to the volunteers 
about their importance.  Cy Gurney, 
the Regional Administrator, also 
spoke to the volunteers.  Volunteer 
Powell Dew gave the invocation. 

Twelve volunteers were honored for 
10 or more years of service: Ozzie 
Murphy– 25 yrs., Martha Joyner– 24 

yrs, Patricia Faircloth– 21 yrs., Mar-
guerite Whitfield– 16 yrs.,  Linda Sut-
ton– 15 yrs., Teresa Younger– 13 yrs., 
Linda Holden Cox– 13 yrs., Judy 
Dupree– 12 yrs., Wallace Younger– 12 
yrs., Nancy West– 11 yrs. Emily Pea-
cock– 10 yrs., and Gloria Strickland– 

10 yrs. George Jenkins, Attorney Ad-
vocate, was honored for his 20+ yrs. 
of service. 

We wanted to thank the Goldsboro 
Outback Steak House and its staff 
for their generous hospitality and 
excellent food. 

ears of the judge, and often times, 
the only voice a child has in court. 

The reports that are filed by you the 
volunteer are crucial to the case you 
are working on. If the reports are 
not filed on time, by law, the judge 
is not required to read the report. 
This is very important to keep in mind 
when you are preparing your reports. 
If the judge does not receive your 
report on time, the child’s voice may 
never be heard in court. 

Please be sure to get your report to 
the supervisor in the county you serve 
at least two weeks before the actual 

The Guardian ad Litem program is a 
very unique program in that we rely 
heavily on volunteers to carry out in-
vestigations, talk to children, thera-
pists, family members, etc and submit 
a report to the court on behalf of the 
child client.  Often times, the volun-
teers are able to gather information 
no one else has been able to get, or 
track people down that no one else 
has been able to find. Many times, our 
volunteers are very well connected to 
the community and are able to help 
secure services for the children we 
serve and their parents. 

Volunteers truly are the eyes and 

court date, whether your report is e-
mailed, typed and hand delivered, 
hand written, or given verbally via the 
phone or face to face. This will en-
sure that your report, will be filed on 
time and the child’s voice will be 
heard in court. 

If you have any questions or concerns 
about your case, please do not hesi-
tate to call our offices.  

Thank you for all of the hard work 
you do and the time you sacrifice, all 
in order to help protect a child. You 
are appreciated and we could not do 
this without you. 

Guardian’s Voice 

Reports 

Outback Volunteer Luncheon 
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Pictured above: Rep. Louis Pate, George Jenkins, and Sen. Van Braxton 



Colleen Kosinski 
Cynthia Coley 
Sonya Carter 
Gwen Kelly 
Raelyn Mosher 
Ronni Brantley 
George Jenkins– Advocate Attorney  
Lenoir County 
Darrell Brown– Advocate Attorney  
Wayne/Greene Counties 

GAL Staff 

6-8 Boneless Skinless Chicken 
Breast 

2 Wedges of Parmesan Cheese 

2 Tbs. Dried Oregano 

2 Tbs. Dried Parsley 

1 Tea. Paprika 

1 Tea. Salt 

1 Tea. Pepper 

1 C. Butter– Melted 

 

Grate parmesan and mix in herbs. 
Dip chicken in melted butter, bread 
in cheese mixture.  Bake at 350˚ 
uncovered for 40-45 minutes. 

Goldsboro Phone:  919-731-5659 
Kinston Phone:      252-523-5217 
Goldsboro Fax:     919-581-1073 
Kinston Fax:         252-523-5726 
 
www.geocities.com/galdistrict8 
 
224 E. Walnut St. 
Goldsboro, NC 27530 
 
130 S. Queen St. 
Kinston, NC 28501 

We Have A Website!!! 
Thanks to Raelyn Mosher we now have a website for Dis-
trict 8. On this website you will find all of our contact 
information, e-mails, important documents, past and cur-
rent newsletters, attorney information, and so much more!  
We welcome any comments, suggestions, and we want to 
know what you want to see on the website.  

www.geocities.com/galdistrict8 

Guardian’s Voice Page 3 

We Have a Digital Camera! 
Gwen Kelly, our Program Assistant, has 
graciously donated a digital camera to the 
GAL Program! If you are doing a home visit 
and would like to take pictures, please feel 
free to stop by the Goldsboro office and  

pick up the camera. 

We still have a Polaroid camera in 
both the Kinston and Goldsboro 
office for your use as well. 

Parmesan Herbed Chicken 

WANTED! 

We are looking for new 
ideas for our newsletter. If 
you have any ideas for 
things you would like to see, 
please give us a call. We are 
also looking for recipes, po-
ems, jokes, etc. 

WANTED! 
The Guardian ad Litem office is looking for 
volunteers that are interested in taking on 
an extra case or two. The office is also 
looking for volunteers that are interested 
in traveling to visit our out of county chil-
dren.  If you are interested in helping in 
one or both of these areas, please call our 
office at 919-731-5659 or 252-523-5217. 

Family Watch Dog 
When you visit this site you can enter your 
address. A map will pop up with YOUR house 
as a small icon of a house showing a box in 
YOUR town. There may be red, blue and 
green dots surrounding your entire neighbor-
hood. When you click on these dots a picture 
of a criminal will appear with his or her home 
address and the description of the crime he 
or she has committed. You can click on his 
d e t a i l ,  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  e t c .  
 

This site was developed by John Walsh from 
Americas Most Wanted.  This is another tool 
we can use to help us keep our kids safe. 

www.FamilyWatchDog.us  

NEEDED! 
The Guardian ad Litem office is 
updating their records and is in 
desperate need of volunteer e-
mails.  The e-mail addresses will be 
used for future mailings of the 
newsletters and last minute infor-
mation the office needs to get out 
to the volunteers.  By having as 
many e-mails as possible we will also 
be able to cut down on the cost of 
postage.  The e-mails will not be 
abused, you will not receive daily e-
mails nor be spammed with “junk 
mail.”  Please contact us with your 
e-mail address as soon as possible. 



As many of you already know, Tim 
Finan, our long standing attorney in 
Goldsboro, has been appointed as a 
District Court Judge in the 8th Dis-
trict. We will miss him dearly. Below 
is a message from Judge Finan to you, 
the volunteers. 

Each of you knows how much the 
Guardian ad Litem program has meant 
to me. You may not know that I testi-
fied many years ago at the General 
Assembly hearings when the idea of 
establishing a Guardian program in NC 
was being considered. The General 
Assembly made one of its wisest deci-
sions when it realized what a wonder-
ful program this could be in serving 

the needs and protecting the rights 
of innocent children in need of a voice 
in court. I have been privileged to be 
the lawyer in Wayne and Greene 
Counties for many years and work 
with my colleague, George Jenkins, 
who does an excellent job as the law-
yer for the Guardian program in Le-
noir County. I am very happy to tell 
you that two of the members of my 
law firm, Darrell Brown and Jeremy 
Smith, will be carrying on our law 
firm’s tradition of providing legal rep-
resentation in the future. I must tell 
you how much respect and love I have 
for each of you who work for these 
children. YOU are why this program 

works. YOU are why it is effective. 
YOU are why so many children are 
literally saved from terrible, threat-
ening situations. YOU do make a dif-
ference. I am going to do my best as 
a Judge and believe I will enjoy the 
experience, but I cannot imagine any-
thing in my legal career that will ever 
give me as much satisfaction, profes-
sionally and personally, as helping you 
help the children whose cases pass 
through the Juvenile Court system in 
our District. 
Judge Finan was sworn in on February 
23, 2007 at the Wayne County Court-
house. 

Lenoir County Public Schools 
May 28th– Holiday 

June 8th– Last Day 

 

 

Greene County Public Schools 
May 25th– Early Dismissal 

May 28th– Holiday 

June 6th– Early Dismissal 

June 7th– Early Dismissal/Last Day 

Wayne  County Public Schools 
May 2nd– Early Dismissal 

May 28th– Holiday 

June 7th– Early Dismissal/Last Day 

 

least once a month.  He works very 
hard to make sure that they have a 
voice in court.  He assisted in some of 
our Child Abuse Prevention Month 
activities, including the essay contest 
and the display at Vernon Park Mall.  
He also placed some recruitment ma-
terial throughout Lenoir County.  
Jeff, we want to thank you for all of 
your hard work.  We wish you well. 

Diana will be with us through the end 
of April.  She has also been a very 
strong advocate for her 5 children.  
She has gone above and beyond her 
call of duty.  Her children are lucky to 
have such a strong advocate.  Diana 

Diana Rouse and Jeff Ward have 
been interns in the Kinston office 
since January 2007.  We cannot ex-
press how much we appreciate the 
work they did for us.  They have each 
carried 3 cases throughout their in-
ternships and have advised us that 
they will keep these cases until they 
are resolved. 

Jeff completed his internship with 
our program at the beginning of April.  
He has really worked hard on his 
cases.  He is a great advocate for his 
children.  He has taken 2 out of 
county cases for us, and he makes 
sure that he sees those children at 

arranged the 5th grade essay contest 
in Lenoir County, followed up with the 
teachers and collected most of the 
essays.  She assisted GAL staff and 
LCDSS staff in reading all 64 essays 
and selecting the winners.  She noti-
fied the winners, collected prizes and 
made sure most of the winners were 
at the Kinston Indian’s ball game on 
April 10, 2007 where the winner got 
to throw out the first pitch.  Diana 
also made posters, collected posters, 
collected manikins, collected a wig 
and a birthday cake for the display at 
Vernon Park Mall.  Diana, we want to 
thank you for all of your hard work.  
We wish you well. 

Guardian’s Voice 

Good Luck To Our Interns 

Congratulations Judge Tim Finan! 

School Calendar  
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Darrell K. Brown is the newest part-
ner of Everett, Womble, Lawrence 
& Brown, LLP.  Darrell has handle 
hundreds of domestic, criminal and 
civil cases including complicated liti-
gation.  Darrell and his wife, a stay 
at home mom, are raising a girl and 
boy set of twins, Hallie and 
Hunter.  Darrell was born in San-
ford, North Carolina and grew up in 
Lillington, North Carolina.  He has 
spent his entire life in eastern 
North Carolina.  Darrell is active in 

his community by his involvement in 
the Kiwanis Club and the Kiwanis's 
train located at Herman Park in 
Goldsboro.  He is an active member 
and part of the leadership at First 
Baptist Church in Goldsboro.  Dar-
rell focuses his practice on Business 
Law, Civil Litigation, Family Law, 
Collections, Criminal Law and Traf-
fic Citations.  Darrell received his 
B.A., magna cum laude, from Camp-
bell University in 1997 and his J.D. 
from the University of North Caro-

lina at Chapel Hill School of Law in 
2000.  He has served as President 
of the Wayne County Bar Associa-
tion and is a member of the North 
Carolina State Bar and the North 
Carolina  Bar Association.  He is ad-
mitted to practice before the Fed-
eral District Court, the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals and all trial 
and appellate courts of North Caro-
lina.  Darrell will be serving Wayne 
and Greene Counties as our Attor-
ney Advocate. 

ous agencies from being a volunteer 
herself, recruiting, training, public 
relations, and being a leader. 

Ronni Brantley originally became in-
volved in the Guardian ad Litem pro-
gram to be a volunteer advocate for 
children. Upon learning about her ex-
tensive background in volunteer work, 
recruiting, public relations, and dedi-
cation we immediately talked to her 
about becoming our next Americorps 
VISTA Volunteer. 

Ronni brings to the Guardian ad Litem 
program a great deal of experience 

and will be responsible for the re-
cruiting, training, and maintaining of 
volunteers. She will be based out of 
the Kinston office, but will be working 
in all three counties. 

Ronni’s start date will be April 30th 
and we are very anxious for her to 
get started. If you hear a new voice 
answer the phone, please welcome 
Ronni into the program. If you know 
of anyone that would be a great advo-
cate for children, please do not hesi-
tate to contact Ronni with their in-
formation. 

Ronni Brantley has been a stay at 
home mom that has spent all of her 
free time doing volunteer work. Ronni 
volunteered with the Lenoir County 
HIV/AIDS Task Force for 11 1/2 
years and with the Lenoir County 
SAFE program for 3 years. Ronni has 
held several board positions during 
her volunteer time including presi-
dent.  She has also been named the 
Volunteer of the Year several times 
with her organizations. 

Ronni has worked in every aspect of 
the volunteer process with her previ-

Your job as a volunteer is to be a 
voice for children in court, and that is 
a very important job.  We advocate 
for the best interest of the child, 
and most importantly, we ensure the 
court knows what the CHILD wants. 
Often times the children feel help-
less in this court process, or perhaps 
they don’t feel like their opinion 
really counts in court. A Youth Report 
has been created to address that 
very problem. Youth Reports are used  

Guardian’s Voice 

Youth Reports 

Welcome Attorney Advocate Darrell Brown 

Welcome Ronni Brantley, Americorps VISTA Volunteer 
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for children that are 12 years of age 
and older. These reports allow chil-
dren to put in their own handwriting 
and their own words what they want 
and believe should happen. They are 
actually given the chance to make 
recommendations to the judges as 
well. These reports are generally filed 
with the volunteers court report so 
all parties involved, including the 
judge, is able to see what the child 
wants for themselves. 

If you need a Youth Report for your 
child to fill out, please let us know. If 
your child would rather write a letter 
to the judge, that is acceptable as 
well. Again, these reports and letters 
are generally attached to your report 
for everyone to read. If the child 
wishes to keep the letter or report 
private, please let us know so we 
can ensure their privacy is re-
spected and only the judge reads 
the letter. 
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January  
Sally Johnson 
Lena Morrisey 
Ella Moore 
Rita Payton 
Pamela Parrott 
Delores Parks 
Patricia Harrison 
Powell Dew 
Tomekia Mclamb 

February  
Diana Rouse 
Dot Allsbrook 
Tracy Blackmon 
Cindy Howery 
Melissa Eubanks 
Katrina Mitchell 
Viola Figueroa 
Earl Jones 
Traci Waters-Sutton 

Happy Birthday!!! 

March  
Dalphine Parks 
Maxine Fisher 
Phillip Sexton 
Kathy Holmes 
Debbie Davis 
James Leach 
Jesse Rouse 
Keisha Gooding 
Jaquelene McCoy 
Kenneth Russell 
Shirley Robinson 
Maureen Rivera 
Nina Lee 
Angeleique Williams 

April 
Gloria Strickland 
Gordon Bateman 
Sherri Teachey 
Betti Norris 

Katherine Ormont 
Lorise Fairchild 
Valerie Raynor 
Michelle Edmundson 

May  
Tena Coefield 
Cathy Smith 
Deborah Uzzell 
Deborah Brady 
Amanda Sutton 
Martha Joyner 

Linda Holden-Cox 
Kenneth Mostella 
Virginia Parks 

June 

Katherine Reid 
Leigh Wyckoff 
Jane Dudley 
Nina Silverthorne 
Angela Stilley 
Brenda McGleen 
Marguerite Whitfield 

Volunteer Spotlight:  
Elizabeth J. Williams 
I graduated from Goldsboro High 
School in 1979. I attended Wayne 
Community College, Lenoir Commu-
nity College, and most recently 
graduated from Pitt Community Col-
lege (Spring 2006) with an A.A.S. 
degree in Criminal Justice. I am 
currently pursuing a Bachelors de-
gree at Fayetteville State Univer-
sity (anticipated graduation date: 
September 2008). Future educa-
tional plan is to pursue a Master’s 
degree in Criminal Justice. My de-
sire is to work with delinquent juve-
niles.  

 I am  the mother of two adult chil-
dren and grandmother of one 
grandson. I am a substitute teacher 
with Greene County Schools (5 
years).  I enjoy mentoring both ju-
venile males and females. I feel 
that a lot of juveniles are pre-
judged by society. I believe that if 
you get to know the juvenile, listen 
to his/her point of view and posi-
tively converse with them, you can 
ultimately discover the root of the 
problem. Most juveniles need some-
one not only to give them positive 
direction, but to give them positive, 
yet firm discipline.  

The Guardian ad Litem Program ap-
pealed to me because it was an op-
portunity for me, again, to help chil-
dren. I believe that all children 
should live in a safe and secure en-
vironment. Because abused/
neglected children very often be-
come delinquent children, it is nec-
essary to eliminate certain vari-
ables that attribute to delinquency. 
Volunteering with Guardian ad Litem 
has given me an opportunity to as-
sist families and to work with peo-
ple in various professions. 



Congratulations and welcome to the newly sworn in vol-
unteers.  The following volunteers were sworn in be-

tween January—April 2007: 

Welcome New Volunteers! 

Gangs are becoming more and more of a problem in our communities, not only 
with our youth, but with their parents being involved as well. Most people do 
not know what to look for when gang involvement is suspected or even realize 
gang activity is occurring. You should educate yourself and your children. 

A FREE Gang Awareness Workshop is being offered at Mount Olive College on 
June 15, 2007 from 8:30a– 3:00p. The deadline to register for this workshop 
is June 1, 2007. You must register by June 1st to participate in the workshop. 

Again this workshop is free and open to anyone in the community. A continen-
tal breakfast, lunch, and your supplies will be provided free of charge as well.  

This is open to the community so please feel free to pass this information 
along to anyone that may be interested. 

Enclosed you will find a registration form. Please mail it to the address on the 
form so they receive it NO LATER than June 1st. We hope to see you there! 

Guardian’s Voice 

Donate Your Used Ink 
Cartridges, Toners, & 

Cell Phones 

Some districts have monthly luncheons or dinners for their volunteers. They 
find some time together with other volunteers is nice and helpful. Some of 
you have expressed an interest in getting together with each other. Thus, we 
have discussed starting a monthly get together in our district as well. We 
could meet monthly for lunch or dinner at a restaurant of your choice. 
Everyone would pay for their own meal. This would be a great opportunity for 
you to meet other volunteers. You could discuss your cases since everyone is 
under the same oath of confidentiality or you could just mingle and socialize. 
If you are interested in joining such a group, please call our office or e-mail 
Sonya.g.carter@nccourts.org. We welcome your suggestions about places 
and/or times for these get-togethers. 
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Facts 
♦ Every five minutes a child is 

abused in North Carolina 
♦ 26 Children died in North 

Carolina from child abuse 

♦ 85% of the time the perpe-
trator is a biological parent 

♦ 1 in 3 children will be sexually 
abused before age 18 

♦ 85% of the children will grow 
up to be abusive parents… 

 HERE’S WHERE YOU STEP IN 

The Guardian ad Litem Program is 
participating in a recycling program 
for used ink cartridges, cell phones, 
toners, and laptops. If you would like 
to donate your cartridges, you can 
drop them off at either office. Raelyn 
can also provide a box for your place 
of business, church, or social/civic 
organization.  Please contact Raelyn at 
919-731-5659 or 252-523-5217 for 
more information. 

Protect Yourself: Disable Caller ID 
If you must call from your home, work, or cell phone, 
remember to use *67 before dialing the number. This 
will prevent the people you are calling from getting 
your number. If they have Caller ID, it will display 
“private” when the receiver looks for the number. 
Also, if someone tries the “callback” feature, the call 
will not go through or display your number. 
Dial *67, you will hear a series of beeps, then dial 
tone; then just dial the number. 

Kenneth Russell  Jeff Ward 

Rita Payton  Diana Rouse 

Tena Coefield  Ronni Brantley 

Kristy Dawson  Michelle Bryant 

Steve Keen  Caralyn Blake 

Gang Awareness Workshop 



♦ NC Kids Adoption & Foster Care Network helps North Carolina 
agencies recruit families for children. 

♦ NC Kids maintains North Carolina’s central directory of waiting 
children and prospective parents. 

♦ NC Kids utilizes the internet, television, and print media to recruit 
families for children. 

♦ Agencies are required to register children with NC Kids within 30 
days of becoming legally free when the plan is adoption and no 
home is identified. 

♦ NC Kids is able to internally recruit for legal risk children. 
♦ NC Kids send social workers homestudies of families who wish to 

be considered as an adoptive family for a specific child 
♦ GAL’s can help children find permanence by working with social 

workers to ensure children are registered and that adequate in-
formation and pictures are available for recruitment. 

♦ If you would like more information about a child in your case load, 
fax your appointment to 336-217-9765 and we will be happy to 
speak with you in detail about our recruitment efforts. 

 

For more information contact 
 

Mary Sneed-Ellington, Children’s Services Manager at 336-217-9758 
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What Every GAL Should 
Know About NC Kids... 



Thank you to everyone who participated in our Child Abuse Prevention Month events.  April was 
a great success.  We reached a lot of people throughout our district.  We made people aware 
of what child abuse is and ways to prevent it. 
We had 64 5th graders in Lenoir County write essays on “What is Child Abuse and Neglect and 
How Can You Create a Safe Community by Promoting Awareness and Prevention?”.  These es-
says were very good and really touched our hearts.  We hope to continue this essay contest 
every year in April. 

for each child and substance 
abuse treatment for the par-
ent or guardian.  The Drug 
Court program offers inten-
sive drug and alcohol treat-
ment, supported by rewards 
and consequences, that en-
courages the successful reha-
bilitation necessary for the 
healthy reunification of par-
ent and child.   
Lenoir County FDTC currently 
has (5) active participants 

and more referrals are com-
ing in each week.  Judge Jo-
seph E. Setzer, Jr. is the 
presiding Judge.  To success-
fully graduate from the Drug 
Court program, you must be 
clean/sober for 270 consecu-
tive days. If you would like 
additional information on Le-
noir or Wayne County Family 
Drug Treatment Court, please 
contact April Dilda at (919) 
581-1067.   

Judicial District 8 is pleased 
to announce the start of Le-
noir County Family Drug 
Treatment Court (FDTC) on 
March 21, 2007.  Wayne 
County Family Drug Treat-
ment Court has been opera-
tional since September 2005 
and currently has (19) active 
participants.  We are excited 
to bring this Court to Lenoir 
County in an effort to create 
a safe and permanent home 

tices Guidelines.  There are 
many reasons why we should not 
put a child or a parent in our ve-
hicle.  We could get in a car ac-
cident and we would then be li-
able for their personal injuries.  
Additionally, transporting a child 
is outside our advocacy role. A 
child could act out while being 
transported and this could also 
case a problem. If you are in a 
situation where you think a child 

Over the past 6 months, we have 
had volunteers throughout our 
district ask questions about 
transporting their kids and/or 
their kids' parents.  As a GAL 
volunteer, our job is to advocate 
for our children.  If they need 
to be transported to church, 
school or doctor's appointments, 
that is the social worker's, or 
caretakers responsibility.  This 
rule comes from GAL Best Prac-

or a parent needs to be trans-
ported, you have many options.  
If the child is in immediate dan-
ger, call 911.  If not, call DSS or 
call the GAL office.  There is 
always a way to help your child, 
and we want to make sure that 
you don't put yourself at risk 
while doing so.  Thank you for all 
that you do for our children.  
Continue to keep up the good 
work. 

Guardian’s Voice 

Transporting Clients 

Thank You 

Lenoir County Family Drug Treatment Court 
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TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS 
 

As you already know, the state reimburses volunteers for case related travel as long as the funds are available and the 
request is submitted timely.  The rate recently increased to forty cents per mile (.40).  The state office has made spe-
cific requests in order to process your paperwork quickly.  Please keep in mind that the person in Raleigh who processes 
these reimbursements is not knowledgeable of every city and county in North Carolina.  To this end, please complete the 
form completely.  Start with the day of the month, just simply the number such as 1.  Please list the “to” city and the 
“from” city, even if they are the same.  For the purpose, you may list the school, hospital, DSS, home visit, etc. along 
with the case number.  Then list the number of miles in whole numbers, rounded off to the nearest mile.  Multiply the 
number of miles by .40; which result in a total that should be listed under amount. Total the front page and put that 
amount in total trans. block.   If needed, continue on the back in the same manner and total that page also. 

Remember to complete the top portion of the form as well.  On each form you must check the division, which is Guardian 
ad Litem.  Then complete your name and address.  Check the block only if you have a name or address change.  Enter 
your title (Volunteer) and the Headquarters city (Kinston or Goldsboro).  Enter your social security number.  Enter the 
month and year for which the reimbursement is requested.  Enter the date the request was prepared.  Please sign it.   
The total cost should reflect the totals from both the front and back of the page.     Also put that same total in the 
reimbursement block.  Remember, incomplete data results in delays locally or at the state office. 
Travel reimbursements should be submitted on a monthly basis.  A good rule for timelines is a submission within five (5) 
business days of the month following the month of travel.   You can mail them in, bring them in, slide them under the 
door or present personally; we must have an original signature to submit for reimbursement.  For your convenience, a 
mileage chart is below. 

                                
  1 0.40   21 8.40   41 16.40   61 24.40   81 32.40   
  2 0.80   22 8.80   42 16.80   62 24.80   82 32.80   
  3 1.20   23 9.20   43 17.20   63 25.20   83 33.20   
  4 1.60   24 9.60   44 17.60   64 25.60   84 33.60   
  5 2.00   25 10.00   45 18.00   65 26.00   85 34.00   
  6 2.40   26 10.40   46 18.40   66 26.40   86 34.40   
  7 2.80   27 10.80   47 18.80   67 26.80   87 34.80   
  8 3.20   28 11.20   48 19.20   68 27.20   88 35.20   
  9 3.60   29 11.60   49 19.60   69 27.60   89 35.60   
  10 4.00   30 12.00   50 20.00   70 28.00   90 36.00   
  11 4.40   31 12.40   51 20.40   71 28.40   91 36.40   
  12 4.80   32 12.80   52 20.80   72 28.80   92 36.80   
  13 5.20   33 13.20   53 21.20   73 29.20   93 37.20   
  14 5.60   34 13.60   54 21.60   74 29.60   94 37.60   
  15 6.00   35 14.00   55 22.00   75 30.00   95 38.00   
  16 6.40   36 14.40   56 22.40   76 30.40   96 38.40   
  17 6.80   37 14.80   57 22.80   77 30.80   97 38.80   
  18 7.20   38 15.20   58 23.20   78 31.20   98 39.20   
  19 7.60   39 15.60   59 23.60   79 31.60   99 39.60   
  20 8.00   40 16.00   60 24.00   80 32.00   100 40.00   
                                

MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT @ .40 per mile 
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Telephone Lists for Social Services 
 

Lenoir County Department of Social Services 
 

Lenoir County Department of Social Services Telephone List 
252/559-6400 

FAX 252/559-6380 

Monica Williams – Program Mgr. ext. 6217           Tonya Branch – Secretary          ext. 6210 
     

Deloris Bunch – Team I  ext. 6215  
Anita Armstrong   ext.  6203  
Calvin Godwin    ext.  6200  
Amanda Haddock   ext.  6222  
Tenisha Howard   ext.  6211 
Joanna Hudson    ext.  6201  
Katie Northrup    ext.  6204  
 
Barbara Williams – Team III  ext. 6213  
Karma Best    ext.  6229  
Mack Dixon    ext.  6208  
Kristy Heleine    ext.  6227 
LaShanta Powe    ext.  6206  
Wanda Morgan    ext.  6212  

 
Food Stamp Supervisor – Pat Hemby – 6332   Day Care Supervisor – Gay Humphrey        6368 

Child Support Supervisor – Elizabeth Lofton 6348  Adult Services Supervisor – Marion Sutton 6251  

Renee Kennedy – Team II  ext. 6219 
Tyrus “Tim” Boone   ext. 6221  
Erica Bostic    ext.  6223  
Cynthia Couch    ext.  6225  
Michelle Hayes    ext.  6220  
Bonita Lynch    ext.  6216  

David Byrd (Intern)   ext.  6240 

Jeff Harrison – Team IV  ext. 6209  
Stacey Frazier    ext.  6214  
Rachel Jones    ext.  6224  
Geoff Marett    ext.  6207  
Michael Miller    ext.  6218  
Kathie Sutton    ext.  6205 
Sharon Worthington   ext.  6249  

Wayne County Department of Social Services Telephone Number 
919/705-6533 

FAX 919/705-1742 
Please note that by dialing the above number, you should always reach a person.  You may re-
quest to be transferred to the social worker or transferred to the voice mail or have that the 
social worker paged.   The main number should help you to reach a supervisor when necessary 
or connect with any other service.   
 

Greene County Department of Social Services Telephone Number 
252/747-5932 

FAX 252/747-8654 
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