Guardian Ad Litem Court Report

Court Date

(Child’s Name) 

SUMMARY/CASE UPDATE

(What occurred at last court date; what has occurred with child since last court date).  Attempt to personalize your child here.  Include any changes in the circumstances of the child (such as being moved, hospitalized) or within the family (such as parents have separated, obtained housing, lost a job, etc).

FACTS

Use bulleted form – example

· Wayne County Department of Social Services (WCDSS) filed petition alleging neglect on ________.

· This court adjudicated (child’s name) as neglected on ______.

· Mother tested positive for ____ on date ___ (attached drug test if you have it).

Compliance / Non-Compliance

· (Child’s name) has been receiving court ordered mental health counseling.

· On ____ this Court ordered that the child receive a complete medical exam, this has not yet been scheduled.

· Mother has completed parenting class.

· Mother has started her psychological evaluation.

Reports or records reviewed, requested or read

Include here (again using bulleted format) ALL reports, records, etc. that you have looked at, including criminal record, DSS files, medical records of child and/or parent, school record, etc.  VERY IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR REPORT

Persons Contacted



Relationship to Child
John Smith




Biological father

Jean Jones




Biological mother

Marc Jones




Child (list all dates contacted)

Wendy Johnson



WCDSS Social Worker

VERY IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR REPORT – shows the court that you have been making your mandated contacts.

NEEDS OF THE CHILD

Placement
Marc needs a home environment where the adults present are not engaging in domestic violence that place him at risk of injury, and where the adults present are not indulging in substance use and become incapable of providing Marc with proper supervision or making appropriate decisions for his care (OR)

While Marc has been subjected to neglect by his parent(s) during home visits, it does not appear that Marc is in any physical danger.  However, he does need a home environment where the adults present are not engaging in domestic violence that place him at risk of injury, and where the adults present are not indulging in substance use and become incapable of providing Marc with proper supervision or making appropriate decisions for his care.

Educational
Marc is a bright and curious little boy who loves learning new ideas and is very artistic and creative in his play.  Although only four years old, Marc needs to be enrolled in an educational environment that will stimulate his desire to learn, as well as continue to stimulate his creativity, as well as provide him with the age appropriate social situations to insure that he gains appropriate socialization skills.  Marc needs to be in Head Start or a daycare environment on a consistent basis to meet these needs.

Psychological, emotional

Heath or care
Address whether child would benefit from counseling, what routine medical, dental, vision care s/he may require now and in the future.


Contact with family

Friends
Marc needs continued contact with his peers to insure socialization skill building, as well as continued contact with his extended family, which provide him with a loving and nurturing supportive environment.  If reunification is the permanent plan and the child is placed out of the home, be sure that you are addressing whether the child needs more frequent contact with his/her parents, supervised contact moving towards unsupervised as parents make progress.  SAFETY of the child is the prime consideration here.

Safety/protection
Although Marc was the victim of parental neglect, he has not appeared to be in any physical danger from his parents, friends or extended family (OR) At this time, Marc would not be safe if he were placed in the home of his parents.  He is, however, safe in his current placement and adjusting well to the changes in his life.

Financial/Material


Address if there are things that Marc needs (material) such as clothing, school supplies, etc.  Then address the fact that Marc needs a parent capable of maintaining consistent employment in order to meet the financial obligations involved in raising a child.  You would also want to address here if Marc has special needs that require obtaining special funding sources, such as At Risk resources.

WISHES OF THE CHILD/CHILDREN

BE SURE YOU INCLUDE THIS IN ANY REPORT FOR A CHILD OLD ENOUGH TO ARTICULATE WHAT THEY WANT – even if they say they want a red wagon or a bike.  It demonstrates that you are asking the child what they want.  Also indicate if the child has stated that s/he would like to speak with the Judge.

AVAILABLE RESOURCES WITHIN THE FAMILY and COMMUNITY TO MEET THE CHILD’S NEEDS:

Family:
What resources, such as access to a vehicle, a job, or family fired or relative that can provide transportation, childcare, support network.

Community:
What resources are available such as mental health, medical care, mentoring, tutoring, camp, programs, etc.

ISSUES FOR THE COURT’S ATTENTION

Use this section to discuss concerns that you may have about the child, the child’s placement, needs that may not be adequately being addressed through present placement or DSS services, lack of progress by parent(s).

RECOMMENDATIONS (also NUMBER THEM and SPACE between each recommendation)

1. Who are you recommending have custody and physical placement of the child.

2. What are you recommending for visitation

3. What treatments are you recommending for the child, for the parents, such as mental health evaluations, physical evaluation, immunizations, etc.

4. What programs (if any) are you recommending i.e.: Parenting class – be specific by listing available parenting classes if possible; domestic violence counseling, again be specific by listing program names, where available, contact information if you have it.

5. Other recommendation you may have.

6. That all service providers submit a report to this Court no later than two weeks prior to the next scheduled court hearing (include this if you are requesting evaluation, etc.).

7. Review date or permanency planning hearing date.

Respectfully submitted: ___________________________________

