FACTS:  The adjudication report is a comprehensive report to the Court that contains the DSS history of the family and child, prior services and outcomes, current circumstances, and the criminal and juvenile histories.  You want to give the Judge a look into the parent’s current situation (i.e. job, stability within the home, compliance).  If parents are living separate and apart provide information on all available parents.

Additional documents to support the case may be attached to the court report rather than attempting to type them into the body of the report.

This is to be in paragraph form (not bullets).  Begin with the facts as presented in the Juvenile Petition.  Why is DSS involved?  When did they get involved?  Who else is involved in the case?  What action has DSS taken?  What action has the Guardian ad Litem taken?  What action has the family taken?  Who said what “use quotation marks”.

Person Interviewed

Name of Person



Relationship to the Child

Ex:  Johnny Doe



Child Client (observed)

Ex:  Jane Doe




Mother

Records Reviewed

List all records reviewed, read, ore requested.

Visits with the Child(ren)
Date of Visit


Where visit took place (home visit, visit at foster home, phone visit)

01/01/2006




Visit at (School, Foster Home, DSS)

NEEDS OF THE CHILD(REN):  If there is more than one child, list each child’s needs separately.  This is to be in paragraph form (not bullets).  Provide a separate paragraph for each individual child.  Begin the paragraph with the child’s name and underline to set the child apart.  Paint a word picture of the child, including the age, school grade, child’s personality, and appearance.  Needs for placement, education, health/emotion/social, family contact, and safety/protection should all be addressed.  Most importantly, it is the volunteer’s responsibility to include what the child wants (even if this is not in the child’s best interest.)  It is always the volunteer’s role to advocate for the child’s needs and for permanency.  Nothing should deter the volunteer from this mission.

WISHES OF THE CHILD/CHILDREN

BE SURE YOU INCLUDE THIS IN ANY REPORT FOR A CHILD OLD ENOUGH TO ARTICULATE WHAT THEY WANT – even if they say they want a red wagon or a bike.  It demonstrates that you are asking the child what they want.  Also indicate if the child has stated that s/he would like to speak with the Judge.

RECOMMENDATIONS (also NUMBER THEM and SPACE between each recommendation)

1. Who are you recommending have custody and physical placement of the child.

2. What are you recommending for visitation

3. What treatments are you recommending for the child, for the parents, such as mental health evaluations, physical evaluation, immunizations, etc.

4. What programs (if any) are you recommending i.e.: Parenting class – be specific by listing available parenting classes if possible; domestic violence counseling, again be specific by listing program names, where available, contact information if you have it.

5. Other recommendation you may have.

6. That all service providers submit a report to this Court no later than two weeks prior to the next scheduled court hearing (include this if you are requesting evaluation, etc.).

7. Review date or permanency planning hearing date.

Respectfully submitted: ___________________________________

