As the summer gets underway, it is time to think about the sermons for the High Holidays. On one of my "spiritual" web searches I came upon the current issue of Reform Judaism Online Magazine ( http://reformjudaismmag.org/ ) The topic of the Summer 2006 issue: "Drawing God Near". There are many articles of interest in this issue, but the one that caught my interest is by Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin.  The title of his article is "This is My God" and in it he discusses his personal search for God. He begins with a quote from Exodus 15 and a story about Menahem Mendl of Kotsk and his spiritual search for God. 
"This is my God...," Menahem Mendel told his father, "means that I must search for God in ways that have meaning for me personally, so that I can glorify God with integrity. Then and only then can I truly exalt "the God of my father."
It prompted me to remember that I had heard Rabbi Maslin speak in Chicago at Temple KAM – Isaiah Israel. What I recall most about his talks were their remarkable intellectual level and his personal warmth and sincerity. His article reminded me of his roots—Orthodox Judaism. How he had to struggle to find his own way to God in spite of his father's disapproval of his connection to Reform Judaism. Somehow, like Mehahem Mendel he managed to bridge the gap between them. 
All of us, in one way or another, go through this process. We must find our own way to God and it will not be like that of our parents. We often forget this as our children go through the same process, as if we were the only generation to be spiritual pathfinders. 
May we be able to find the way to accept the spirituality of our parents and our children with the integrity, grace and understanding of these two great rabbis.
