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Conclusions

This thesis has examined the origins of the Buraku people, their development up until the beginning of the Tokugawa period, the connection between outcasts and four of Japan’s major performing arts, the recent history of the movement for Buraku liberation, the future of the Buraku liberation movement, and the future of the Buraku Liberation League.  Despite being somewhat wide-ranging, I believe that the topics that I have dealt with in this thesis have all been connected with one-another and have both helped in building a larger picture of the Buraku issue and aided in answering a number of outstanding questions with regard to the movement for Buraku liberation.

The history of the Buraku people, their origins and early social development, is an important issue to understand when one is studying the current conditions surrounding the Burakumin.  This is because, as was stated in Chapter 1, the history of a people shapes their culture, and a people’s culture must be understood if one is to try to understand their current direction.  This thesis, in the first two chapters, has provided a background understanding of the early outcasts who became the Tokugawa period outcasts and then the modern Buraku people.  It therefore provided a base from which the issues in the final two chapters were examined.

The first two chapters also showed that the origins of the Buraku people were primarily due to defilement concepts inherent in Shinto, which were expanded and intensified by Buddhism as it was integrated into Japanese culture in the 8th and 9th centuries.  This kegare ideology shaped the consciousness of the Japanese people and thus directly caused the emergence and development of the majority of the early outcast groups, who were occupationally connected with defilement.  These groups integrated with the transient hinin outcast groups during the Tokugawa period to form the senmin.

The origins and early development of the hisabetsumin bore almost no direct connection with Japanese politics, and so it can be said that the early Japanese government was not directly responsible for the origins of the ancestral outcast groups that eventually became the Burakumin.

The Tokugawa ruling classes were responsible, however, for most of the changes in status of the Tokugawa period outcasts due to the significant amount of legislation that was enacted in order to regulate them.  The Tokugawa period outcasts were not, however, reformed into a group that was distinct from the pre-Tokugawa outcast groups and so it is in not true to say, as one group of scholars was shown to have asserted in Chapter 1, that the Burakumin cannot be traced back to the early pre-Tokugawa periods.

Chapter 2 provided an examination into the involvement of outcasts in four of Japan’s major current and historical performing arts (sarugaku, noh, kabuki and bunraku).  It was shown that outcasts were integral in the creation and development in all of the performing arts.  The discussion in this chapter also helped to provide a more detailed picture of the social situation surrounding outcasts during the Tokugawa period, and showed that the move towards professional performance and away from ritual performance caused the downturn of outcast involvement in performing arts.

The third chapter provided a discussion of three of the most important issues for the future of the movement for Buraku liberation.  The first section dealt with the progression of the call for a Fundamental Law for Buraku Liberation.  I discussed the effects of past legislation that was enacted in order to aid the Buraku people, the criticism of the BLL’s handling of that legislation, and the government’s attitude towards instigating such legislation.  It was made apparent that the government is not pro-active in instigating legislation that aids minority groups such as the Burakumin, but that legislation to protect against human rights violations is clearly needed as previous legislation has only been targeted at improving the physical conditions of Buraku areas and providing money for Buraku improvement projects, but has not directly helped in decreasing anti-Buraku prejudice or combating incidents of discrimination against Burakumin.

The second section was an examination of the problems surrounding the Buraku areas that did not see any benefits of the SML due to the fact that they were not designated as Dowa areas.  They have been held back so that the socio-economic gaps that exist between them and mainstream society, and more recently the Dowa Buraku, have been widening over the last three decades.  The end of the SML means that it will be difficult to fund improvement projects in these areas, and considering that regional governments in areas where the BLL is not strong are not actively trying to help these Buraku, it is unlikely that they will see significant improvements take place without the aid of a strong activist organisation such as the BLL.  Despite criticism from other Buraku liberation organisations that the BLL should not be interfering in the non-Dowa Buraku issue it is apparent that the BLL is being cautious and careful about helping these areas.  If nothing is done, however, then it is likely that few improvements will be made and the non-Dowa Buraku will see their situation worsen as time progresses.

The final section of the third chapter was a discussion of the future direction of the Dowa Education movement.  Despite criticism from the JCP and the Zenkairen that the Dowa Education movement has been distancing Buraku children from the mainstream through manipulative and discriminatory policy, it is apparent that these claims are false as the movement has been diversifying in recent years into the wider field of general human rights, and is no longer focusing specifically on the Buraku issue.  It is also currently concentrating on instigating human rights education, but is facing opposition from the government, which appears to perceive this as a threat to its power and also to social stability.  Furthermore, the government’s programmes of HRE do not appear to conform to the generally accepted view of what HRE should consist of, but rather appear to be ethics education disguised as HRE.  The instigation of HRE is important for the movement for Buraku liberation as it is an integral component in decreasing prejudice amongst the younger generation, and therefore an important issue for all of Japanese society to consider.

 The final chapter was an examination of three of the most important issues with regard to the future of the BLL.  The first section discussed the future of the denunciation movement, which is currently being questioned by many organisations and groups outside the BLL.  The denunciation movement, while having been an important part of the early Suiheisha movement, has retained a violent image that lies contrary to the methods that a modern human rights organisation should be using.  This violent image, however, does not appear to be currently justified as the denunciation movement has been considerably reformed in recent years.  Without effective legislation to combat anti-Buraku prejudice, the BLL has a valid argument for the retention of denunciation sessions as a means of action, but such practices could eventually do more damage than good to their cause if denunciation continues to retain its image of violence.  This is especially possible when one examines the recent connections that have been suggested to exist between suicides and denunciation sessions.

The second section was with regard to the internationalisation of the BLL.  While the BLL has internationalised with the creation of IMADR, they face opposition from within Japan from people who believe that the Buraku problem is not an international issue.  It was made apparent, however, from examples quoted in Chapter 4 that international aspects to the Buraku problem do exist, and with the diversification of the Dowa Education movement into the field of human rights, it is only natural that the BLL should begin to expand its focus into the international human rights arena alongside it.  The BLL may face some problems in the future, however, as there have been predictions that internationalisation in Japan will backfire and cause a resurgence of nationalism.  Such a process would pose a threat to the Buraku people as they may once again find themselves redefined as outsiders and see much of their work to liberate themselves from oppression undone.

The final section was a discussion of the future of the BLL itself.  This section ties together much of the discussion in the final two chapters.  While there is a current call for the dissolution of the BLL, chiefly due to claims that they are perpetuating a solution to the Buraku problem through anti-constitutional and discriminatory policies and practices, it is clear that there are still many unresolved issues for the movement for Buraku liberation.  Recent years have seen the BLL begin to critically examine itself, and it is currently in a period of change as a result of that examination process.  Many of the gaps between Buraku people and the mainstream have stagnated over the last decade, and so it is clear that a solution to the Buraku problem is not progressing along naturally, as is often claimed.  Consequently, there is more action that needs to be taken in order to reach a complete solution to the Buraku problem.  Considering the current and future direction of the BLL it appears that they will be concentrating on creating some very positive measures that should aid a great deal in solving many of the outstanding issues in the movement for Buraku liberation.

This thesis has tackled two of the major issues that exist with regard to the Buraku problem, which were divided into the first and second halves of the thesis, as well as many minor current issues and debates that also circulate amongst researchers of the Buraku issue.  It has provided a clearer view of the history of the Buraku people, their origins and early development, and it has provided a clearer picture of the future of the movement for Buraku liberation.  There is a considerable need, however, for more research into the future of the Buraku issue as there are many more outstanding issues that I have not dealt with in this thesis.  It is hoped that more research into the Buraku problem by non-Japanese people may help to enlighten people within the movement for Buraku liberation to new potential paths to solutions to many of the Buraku issues.  It is also hoped that such research will aid in developing international human rights networks and add strength to world-wide movements to end all forms of discrimination.





