AOH/LAOH DIVISION 1
Newsletter April 2006
http://aohdiv1.com
AOH Officers:
Chaplain - Fr. Ben Regotti 
President - John Riley, Jr. 
Vice President – Tom Walker
Recording Secretary – Tom Walker
Financial Secretary – Tom McCourt
Treasurer – Brian Geary
Chairman of Standing Committee – Brendan O’Rourke
Marshall – George Goodman
Sentinel – Ray Daley
Historian – Eric Greene 
Organizer – Lou Mauro
Chairman Charities & Mission Fund - Tom McCourt 
Chairman Catholic Action – Ray Daley
Freedom For All Ireland Committee – George Goodman
Pro-Life Chairman – Ray Daley 
P.E.C. Chairman – George Goodman 
Jr. Past President – Jason McCue
 

 

LAOH Officers:
http://www.geocities.com/gaelicchatter1/LAOHDiv1.html
Chaplain – Fr. Tim Judge
President - Margaret Riley          

watts.margaret2@verizon.net

Vice President - Ann Marie Parkinson      

laohann1@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary – Dee Dee Clowry         

GaelicChatter1@aol.com 
Financial Secretary - Carol Costello         

Carol.Lee@verizon.net

Treasurer - Izzy Rafalko 

isibug1950@yahoo.com 

Irish Historian - Judee Czyzewski

jczyzewski86@comcast.net 

Catholic Action - Ann Cosgrove   

215-289-1877

Mistress at Arms - Kathleen Higgins        

Khiggins@delinvest.com 

Missions and Charities - Shelly Davis      

Sentinel - Marlene Davis 

Xostacey1xo@aol.com

Newsletter/Website - Dee Dee Clowry       

GaelicChatter1@aol.com 
 

---FROM AOH DIVISION 1 PRESIDENT:
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
First, let's congratulate and thank Tom McCourt, our charter President of Division 1, on putting together our 1st St. Patrick's Day Breakfast at Fado (15th and Locust Streets). The folks from Fado were incredibly generous to our charities -- the HHP and RCHS Scholarships Account.  A great time was had by all - authentic Irish breakfast fare, a live broadcast from 94 WYSP, the awesome group Patrick's Head playing and Channel 10 videotaping footage. In addition to making this an annual event at Fado, they've invited us to do some more events there throughout the year.  So stop by and say hello to Tim and James and let them know we appreciate their support to our Division and our charities.
The HHP Cook-In was held on 4/1/06 at Aid For Friends.  The AOH, LAOH and all Jr. Divisions came together and packaged and delivered 10,000 meals!  Although we didn't have a lot of people there from our division, I expect that will not be the case in the upcoming months.  

It is very important that all members step to the plate for the April Beef 'N Beer.  We have been talking about it for months now the time has come to act!   April 29th will be here before we know it. Get your tickets ahead of time so we can get a good head count for the caterers.
***  April 15th 
Annual Division 1 Easter "Meals on Wheels"
12:00 pm -2:00 pm 

We will be cooking, packaging and delivering Easter Dinner to the shut in parish members of the Cluster 20 parishes in Center City. Our tireless Ladies put on the finishing touches with desserts and flowers.  We usually do about 30 meals for this event.  Anyone interest in helping let myself or my wife know. We were done this in less then 2 hours last year. Plenty of time to color eggs for Easter :0) 

***  April 25th 
St John's Hospice Night 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

We partner up with our brothers and sisters from Division 17 for this evening. We cook, serve and eat with the clients at St John's Hospice on 12th and Race Streets. Having been a member of St John the Evangelist Parish for the past thirty years, I cannot say enough great things about the work the volunteers and Brothers of the Good Shepard do there everyday! All are encouraged to help with this evening and have a great dinner. Joe Fox does an excellent job with the meat! 

***  April 29th 
AOH/LAOH Division 1 Charity Beef 'N Beer @ Roman Catholic High School 
8:00 pm -12:00 am
Everyone is again being asked to sell and purchase tickets to this event.  We have some catching up to do with our finances this year. One half of our operating fund and scholarship fund will be made or lost at this event.

We are splitting the proceeds between all the programs in the Division 1 family AOH, LAOH and RCHS JR AOH. 

We really need a full effort to ensure success this time around. The effort you put out is taking the burden off the people that sometimes get stuck doing the lion’s share of the work in the division.

Be safe. 

***  Phila. County AOH /LAOH JR Division Cook-In 

Friday, May 12, 2006 from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm 

Aid For Friends 

12271 Townsend Road

http://www.aidforfriends.org/
Yours in Our Motto,

John Riley Jr.

 

 NEXT LADIES AOH MEETING:
Thursday, May 4, 2006 at 6pm at BONNERS PUB
 

NEXT MEN’S AOH MEETING:
Wednesday, April 12, 2006 at 7pm at St. Patrick Hall

 

NEXT ROMAN CATHOLIC HS JUNIOR AOH MEETING:
Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 2pm in RENAISSANCE HALL Room 18
 
AOH STATE BOARD MEETING:
Saturday, May 20, 2006 at Division 39

Everyone is invited but officers should make every effort to attend

 

 

Div. 1 Annual Easter Meals on Wheels
Saturday, April 15, 2006 at 12:30pm
St. Francis Teen Center 
at 23rd & Green Sts.
Please contact John or Maggie w/any questions

Phila. County AOH /LAOH JR Division Cook-In 
Friday, May 12, 2006 from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm 
Aid For Friends 

12271 Townsend Road

http://www.aidforfriends.org/ 

 

TAKE A CHANCE!!!
Buy tix for the Division 1 Raffle – winners to be chosen at the Beef-n-Beer on Saturday, April 29, 2006.  
Tickets are 3 for $5 and prizes include:
First Prize: 1 night stay at the Double Tree (Center City)
Second Prize:   Men’s gold tone Seiko watch 
Third Prize:   Basket of Cheer. 
You can contact any Division 1 member for tix!
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER:
Natalie D'Amora
 

IRISH JEWELRY FOR SALE!!!
As many of you know, Ann Marie likes to wear MANY hats so beginning in January, she will be selling jewelry part-time for a known jeweler in the Northeast. This includes a large collection of Irish jewelry for both men and ladies. 

CLADDAGH EARRINGS & RINGS FOR SALE!!!
If you happen to see something from another jeweler, send her a picture and she will try to discount or match the price.  

Thank you – Ann Marie looks forward to helping you get the best quality possible!

laohann1@yahoo.com
 

You are invited … we hope you can join us ……                     
The State Board of the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians will hold the next state board meeting on Saturday, April 8, 2006 at the Sheraton - Park Ridge Hotel and Conference Center in King of Prussia.  This facility is conveniently located just off of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and a short drive from Center City Philadelphia.


The meeting will start at 9:00.  We will break for a buffet luncheon in the Coppermill Restaurant at noon.  The buffet includes a carving station and 3 hot choices.  The cost is $22.45 per person, which includes tax and gratuity.  Lunch time will provide an excellent opportunity for you to meet the state board members and interact with Hibernian sisters from around the state in an informal way.  The meeting will reconvene at 1:00 and we should conclude by 3:00.  Attending provides an excellent opportunity for division members to learn more about our organization and what is happening around the state, and see first hand how the state board operates.  There will also be an opportunity for you to have any questions you may have answered.

If you would like to stay at the Sheraton on Friday or Saturday nights, we have a special rate of $94 per room, plus taxes.  For hotel reservations, call (610) 337-1800.  If you plan to attend the meeting only, you need to RSVP to State Secretary Colleen Bowers at bowers11@verizon.net  by April 5, 2006.  If you have any questions, please call me at 412 881 4348.  I hope to see you on April 8.

Judi Coyne, State President

ADOPT-A-TROOP:
Please keep in your prayers our military – please send the names of your loved ones serving our Country to be included in our prayers.
Sgt. James P. Walsh 

C Co 1-103rd AR

Camp Taqaddem (Camp Habbaniya) 

APOE 09381

PLEASE DO NOT put your address as the return address. Use Jim’s address in the return also. Jim made it a point that I make sure I tell everyone who writes or sends cards.    

Thanks!

 

 

Help support AOH Division 1 & the Irish Way Scholarship Fund 
for AOH Division 1 Philadelphia & Philly Chapter of the Irish American Cultural Institute

Purchase items at http://www.DesperateHousewares.org
And the AOH Div. 1 & IACI Irish Way scholarship receives 6% commission 
 

 
 

**********************************************************************************************
OTHER AOH/LAOH DIVISIONS' UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************************************************
Live*Love*Laugh Coleen Murphy Foundation Beef-n-Beer
Saturday, April 8, 2006 at 8pm
Division 39, Tulip St.
$25 at the door
http://www.aoh39phila.com
Colleen is an active member of both LAOH Division 39 and the Philadelphia Tara Degree Team.   This Foundation is being established by Coleen's friends in honor of Coleen.  The Foundation will benefit the Tuberous Sclerosis Foundation, the LAM Foundation and the University of Pennsylvania Lung Transplant Center.  
 

BENEFIT FOR BRISTOL POLICE OFFICERS

Saturday, April 8, 2006 from 8pm to 12midnight

with Terry Kane, and Bogside Rogues

St. Mark’s School Hall

1024 Radcliffe Street 
Tix $30 incl. Beer, food & entertainment

Kevin Burns 267-716-1396 or 
AOH 215-788-9806

From Christine Fitzpatrick:
I am proud to announce that one of our own, LAOH 17 members, Kathy Blair, will be celebrity bartending at Paddy Whacks on April 19 from 7PM to 11 PM.  All Proceeds will benefit the Transplant Olympics.   THE TRANSPLANT OLYMPICS ARE HELD TO MAKE PEOPLE AWARE OF THE NEED FOR ORGAN DONATION THROUGH THE GIFT OF LIFE FOUNDATION.  

 THE PRICE PER ATHLETE IS ABOUT $900.00 Plus Miscellaneous Expenses.  LAOH 17 wants to help send as many athletes to this event as we can.  With your support, we can do that.
Paddy Whacks
9241-43 Roosevelt Blvd.
Philadelphia, PA 19114
P: 215.464.7544
F: 215.464.7552
E: info@paddywhackspub.com
http://www.paddywhackspub.com/home.cfm
 

DIVISION #87 ANNUAL COMMUNION BREAKFAST – SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2006

Keep this date open, to celebrate our motto of Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity.  The committee is hard at work to make this a special event to bring our families together to celebrate Mass and break bread together as a Division. This year will be a little different from other years regarding the Mass because of time restrictions at the caterers for breakfast.  We will celebrate Mass at 9:30 at Romano’s Caterers. 
Immediately following Mass we will enjoy a wonderful buffet style breakfast and our guest speaker this year is Bob Kelly, traffic reporter for CBS Channel 3.  He is a North Catholic graduate and has been very involved with the Hibernian Hunger Project and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.   Tickets for this event are $15 adults, $13 for children 12 and under.  You may purchase tickets by contacting Terry Lindsey at 215-280-5992 or 
George Lees at 215-427-2834.  No tickets will be available at the door.

  

Easter Commemoration At The Gravesite of

Joseph McGarrity  

at Holy Cross Cemetery

Bailey & Providence Road, Yeadon, PA

Sunday April 23, 2006 at 2.00pm
Honor Guard   69th Pennsylvania Volunteers, Irish Brigade

                        
Social will follow at Galileo Hall 401 Bailey Road, Yeadon

(Across from graveyard)

Admission $25.00 - Includes food and drink!

For information call 215-646-9630
 

National Pro-life T-shirt Day - April 25
National Pro-life T-shirt Day is only a few weeks away, are you ready?  Many people are asking us questions about what shirt to wear for National Pro-life T-shirt Day.  Some say they can't afford to buy a new shirt and want to know how they can still participate.  Some want to know if there is a specific shirt that is required for the day. Here are a few options for you.
1.  You can order the official shirt that is made by Rock For Life by going to http://www.nationalprolifetshirtday.com/.
2. You can buy a shirt from our pro-life store at www.prolifeworld.com.
3. You can wear a pro-life shirt you already own.
4. You can make your own pro-life shirt.  Just take any white t-shirt and put a pro-life message on it.
The important thing is that you take this opportunity to be a voice for one of the over 4,000 babies that die every day from surgical abortion.
 

AOH #40 Molly Maguire Dinner Honors

Friday- May 05, 2006 from 7-11pm

John Mc Grath - President/Business Agent, Local Union#1823

Irish-American Labor Leader of the Year
Bill Kephart - Division Recording Secretary, Past County Board President

Division #40's Hibernian of the Year 
District Counsel #21

Southampton Road in NE Philadelphia

 OPEN BAR - ALL Night
Fine Food, Music & Dancing

Tickets are $50.00 pp or reserve a tables for $500.00
Ad book space is available!!!

Contact Brian Coleman poncho2143@comcast.net
or 215-745-5971

Kevin McGinn Golf Outing
Sunday, May 7, 2006 - 8:00 a.m. shotgun start

John F. Byrne Golf Course

Play the Sweetheart or Scramble Tournament

$65.00 per golfer

Food and draft beer until 6:00 p.m. at

Division #87 Club 

2171 Wakeling Street

Proceeds to benefit the Kevin McGinn Memorial Scholarship Fund

 

L.A.O.H Div. 25 Annual Volley for Life
In memory of JoAnne Duffy
Saturday, May 13, 2006 

Lawncrest Recreation Center (Rising Sun & Comly St.)

10 am start time

$20 per player (6 players per team-at least 2 women)

Round robin style of play

There will be a post tournament party at Curley’s Pub

(Krewstown & Bloomfield) $1 pints, free wings and pizza

 

 

LAOH Division 39 Breast Cancer Awareness Walk
Saturday, May 13, 2006 at 8:30am
3K walk around Perzel Community Center

Please contact Mary Ellen for a registration form

MareEll@aol.com

 

Kevin McGinn Golf Outing

Sunday, May 7, 2006 - 8:00 a.m. shotgun start
John F. Byrne Golf Course
Play the Sweetheart or Scramble Tournament
$65.00 per golfer
Food and draft beer until 6:00 p.m. at Division #87 Club 

2171 Wakeling Street
Proceeds to benefit the Kevin McGinn Memorial Scholarship Fund
Sign up your foursome at Division #87 or contact:
Maria Gallagher – 609-304-7929
Michael McGinn – 215-722-0301

CONDOLENCES/PRAYERS REQUESTED
----------------------------------------------------------------
Please keep Ellenor’s sister-in-law, Edna, & her family in your prayers.  She is suffering from Lupus and needs our prayers and support.

Please keep the mother of Liz Sees (LAOH 17, & Phila. County Board Publicity) in your Prayers.  She suffered a stroke on March 23 and is in critical but stable condition at Frankford Torresdale Hospital.  I will keep you posted with details as I receive them – United in our Motto, Christine Fitzpatrick LAOH 17

Please pray for the family of Kathleen A. "Bunny" (Toohey) O'Connor, Division 39 and 2004 National Convention Charity Committee member, who passed away in March.  

Our Order lost one of its greatest friends and members. Fr. McCleane was an unyielding champion of the Hibernians, AOH and LAOH. Please keep his family in your prayers.  - Bob Gessler, Past President, Philadelphia County Board & Div. 87 AOH

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Thanks to Irish Heritage Yahoo! Group member Bridget for sharing this great article with us. 

For more great articles from Bridget, please go to:  http://www.irishcultureandcustoms.com
Mothering Sunday in Ireland
by Bridget Haggerty
In Ireland and the UK, Mothering Sunday or Mother's Day is always on the fourth Sunday of Lent. In the USA and other countries, it is celebrated on the second Sunday in May. Whenever you honor the matriarch of your family, the origins and customs of her special day are fascinating.

The earliest Mother's Day celebrations can be traced back to the spring festivities of ancient Greece, in honor of Rhea, the Mother of the Gods. In Rome, the most significant Mother's Day festival was dedicated to the worship of Cybele, another mother goddess. Ceremonies in her honor began some 250 years before Christ was born. This Roman religious celebration, known as Hilaria, lasted for three days - from March 15 to 18.

As Christianity spread throughout Europe, mother's day celebrations were held on the fourth Sunday in Lent - Laetare Sunday or mid-Lent Sunday - and they were adapted to honor the Virgin Mary and also the "Mother Church." Custom began to dictate that a person visit the church of his/her baptism on this day and people attended the mother church of their parish, laden with offerings.

Eventually, the custom of making donations to one's Mother Church expanded to include honoring one's own mother; young people, such as servants and apprentices, were given the day off to visit their mothers and take gifts of food, which sometimes included a special "mothering cake." Often, this would be a very rich fruit-laden concoction called a simnel cake. They would also bring her bouquets of spring flowers which were blessed in church first. And, it was customary for sons and daughters to take on the mother's chores.

By 1935, the custom of keeping Mothering Sunday had lapsed in Europe, but was revived again after World War II. It came as a complete surprise to this writer to learn that its revival was brought about through the influence of American servicemen stationed overseas. In honoring their mothers on the 2nd Sunday in May, which had been instituted in the USA in 1907, they brought back for the people of Ireland, Great Britain and other European countries, the centuries old tradition of paying homage to mothers, but, as in the old days, Ireland and her geographic neighbors reverted back to keeping it on the 4th Sunday in Lent.

The difference in dates caused me a lot of grief when I first came to the United States. Many a letter from my dad chided me for forgetting 'mam's day. Eventually, he caught on and would let me know ahead of time when it was. Of course, there were no cards available in the shops here, but I later learned to buy several at a time.

It doesn't take much to please a mother - mine was just so happy to hear from me, I could have sent a greeting on fly paper! I can also still remember the gifts we used to give her when I was just a girl - and her predictable reaction: To the inevitable dark blue bottle of Evening in Paris - "ye can't have too many of these." Or, if the resources would allow, perhaps a set of Yardley Soaps: "And won't I be cleaner than the Queen herself." Then, many years later, when she'd be given something nice to wear: "A fine buckle is a great addition to an old shoe."

For the most part, she was happiest when she could put her feet up and let my dad and my brothers bustle about the house - and make a horrible mess of her kitchen. From the burned eggs on cold toast for breakfast to a very unbalanced dinner of sausages and mash (mashed potatoes) followed by a Lyons Swiss Roll (jelly roll spongecake) for dessert, we did our best to make her day off as nice as we could. I'd give anything to be able to do that again; I miss her so very much.

For more great articles from Bridget. Please go to http://www.irishcultureandcustoms.com
 
Dublin Coddle 

Thanks to Irish Heritage Yahoo! Group

8 (1/4 inch thick) ham or bacon slices 

1kg/  2 lbs Potatoes, peeled and sliced 

4 large onions 

8 pork sausages 

4 tablespoonsful chopped parsley 

salt and pepper 

Method: 

Boil the bacon or ham (cut in large chunks)and the sausages 
in boiling water for 5 minutes.  Drain but keep the liquid. 
 Put the meat into a heatproof oven dish,
with the thinly sliced onion, potatoes and the chopped parsley.
 Season., and add enough stock to barely cover. 
 Lay greaseproof paper on top and put on the lid. 
 Cook in a mod oven 200F/Gas for about an hour 
until the liquid is reduced by half, and all ingredients are cooked.
 Serve hot with soda bread. 

WORLD WIDE WEB HAPPENINGS
FALLEN HEROES MEMORIAL.COM
An Online Memorial for the Fallen Services Members of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom
http://www.fallenheroesmemorial.com
 

PETITION FOR A UNITED IRELAND
Join in the effort to encourage the Irish Government to issue a Green Paper on Irish Unity to prepare for a Thirty-Two County Irish Republic:
http://www.demaction.org/dia/organizations/irishnorthernaidcommittee/petition.jsp?petition_KEY=101
 
AOH/LAOH NATIONAL CONVENTION BOSTON 2006
HTTP://WWW.BOSTON06.COM
 
The Spirituality of Women Retreat
www.elkinsparkretreats.org
 
 Father Aloysius P. McGonigal:
Battlefield Hero Without a Gun
http://www.thewildgeese.com/pages/mcgonigl.html
 
The Philadelphia Veterans Multi-Service and Education Center 
is in great need of the things that you get when you stay over night at a hotel.  The little soaps, lotions, shaving cream (not sure if they come in little cans).  ANY items like that would be greatly appreciated.  Also, don't forget socks, 
underwear, etc. THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
4th & Arch Streets, Philadelphia
Any donations for the P. V. V. M. A. F. can be mailed  to:
Philadelphia Vietnam Veterans Memorial Advisory Fund
c/o P.V.M.S.E.C.
213 N. 4th  Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Attn: Edward J.  Lowry, Secretary, Board 0f Directors, PVVMAF

 
REQUESTS FROM OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN IN IRAQ:
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR BAGHDAD HOSPITAL
1.      Diapers for 8 month olds to toddlers. Some clothing for the same age group. No dresses or shorts and everything must be as plain as possible. PLEASE NOTHING WITH LOGOS OR DESIGNS THAT MAY POINT TO WESTERNIZATION IN ANY WAY. 

2.      EMERGENCY NEED FOR pants and shirts for 8 year olds up to 13/14 year olds. AGAIN AS PLAIN AS POSSIBLE. NO DRESSES OR SHORTS AND AGAIN JUST SOLID COLORS OR BASIC PLAIDS. NOTHING WITH LOGOS OR DESIGNS THAT MAY POINT TO WESTERNIZATION. 

3.      EMERGENCY NEED FOR TOWELS to be used at the hospital. 

MSgt John Urban
332nd EMDG
APO AE 09315-9997
Thanks again.  Let's over whelm MSgt Urban with our generosity.

John Waldron

AFSBn-I

Battalion S-8

Camp Anaconda, Balad, Iraq

DSN: 312-99 2-2607 x6247

Comm: 732-532-2607 x6247

 
Forwarded by Phil Bowdren:

There is a young soldier (a 23 year old Tennessee National Guardsman) named Sgt. Kevin Downs. He was blown out of his tank in Baghdad a year ago and left with no feet, mangled arms, and burns over 60% of his body. He is a Tennessee boy.  Everyone else in the tank was killed. His condition is not good. A surgery to improve the use of fingers on one hand inadvertently caused previous skin grafts to break down, and the grafts on his legs are cracking as well and may require beginning over at square one.
Kevin is tired and low in spirits. He needs our prayers and support through cards. Would you please send him a note or card to let him 
know you are thinking about him? Remember him in your prayers as well.

Now I am going to ask a special favor from me. Would you please send this to as many people that you can in your e-mail addresses? Hit FORWARD and let my e-mail introduce Kevin to your e-mail buddies. I would love to see him get cards from everywhere and hopefully he will know that people all over the country appreciate him leaving the safety of his home and country and fighting for our freedoms. I personally have never met Kevin or his family but when my minister let us know that Kevin needed a lift, I couldn't keep quiet. I love America and know that it could very well be one of my family members. 

Thank you for all that you will do.
 His address is:
Sgt. Kevin Downs
Brooke Army Medical Center
3851 Roger Brooke Drive
Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234
Go to Google and put in Kevin Downs for more information or:
http://www.scadvocate.com/kevin_downs.htm 
Every little card and prayer will help!
Prayer to St. Brigid
Father, by the leadership of thy blessed servant Brigid thou didst strengthen the Church in this land;  As we give thee thanks for her life of devoted service, inspire us with new life and light, and give us perseverance to serve thee all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
 

 
May you always have walls for the winds,
a roof for the rain, tea beside the fire,
laughter to cheer you, those you love near you,
and all your heart might desire
 

 

LAOH DIVISION 1 EMAIL LIST:
Please submit any corrections, additions, announcements & prayer requests to:      GaelicChatter1@aol.com.
