
Dept. of Registration,
State of Missouri
Re: John R. Fran~is

Title Clarification for Bantam VIN 64755

GentleJ;Jlen,
I a~ the Club Historian of the American Austin / Bantam Club as
you will note from the en~losed ~opy of the current club publi-
~ation - tJlarked<D and@
Copy Q) presen!=s the fly-leaf (made lolP years after the end of pro-
d~ction) of t~e factory journal of the Banta~ Car Company of

; (Blatler Penna. This sheet indicates the years of COQ:1panyactivity
and the author of the contents of the journal who retained the
book until his recent death.
On the applicable journal page, ~ I have given the columns
headings for your convenience. See~
]Lnit serial nu~ber (VIN) 64755 is blocked and nuwbered reference
Q1 You will note the Body Style ,as."Panel" which was apparently
a fa~tory ijlethodof separating: the woo~ bodied "Station \vagon"
iro~ the ~etal bodied u~it which is the type of wagon owned by
Mr. Francis.

IX quick glan~e up 4nd downt' the pa$e will con·firijla decided 'ijlix-
t~re of dates of finali,.nspection and body styles with no real
order to serial nuwbers' etc. in ~elation to dates or sequ~nces.
However - and i~portantly for this case - all dates range froQ:1
June 1939 to A!il.gust1939.,.
The fa~tory journal also indicates and retords the first "Station
Wagon" production as starting in July 1938 so it would have been
i~possible for Mr. Francis' anit to have been manufactured in
1937. I t;Jlight~~addthat initial Bantall1'production started in thefinal week of,..It'9';373with,jlJst 32;'units, ,.qlOstlycoupes, and of
course none were "Station \vagonsU\'':' wood "or qletal·bodied.
I'trwst the enclosed and explanations will clear the error of
prod~¢tion year ascribe~ to Mr. Francis' unit for the sake of
historical accuracy. :",.

Respectfully,~MttL
,:~eor • Domer, Historian'" AA/BC

Old Paradise School House
BantaijlAven\,1e,RFD In:. Bo~
Milton Penna.", 17847
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