The Environment for Success 


By John Stossel 

Stossel said “this is the place to be this days...we have more stuff, more cars, more planes, more television sets, more choices of food, more advance medical care, the biggest economy, most power and more entertainment”. He said “music tops the charts in most every country” and “our movies are the most seen everywhere“ and “some country are so fearful of America influence of their culture that they limit the time their shown (movies)” and even “American food is becoming dominant“ and he ask “but does this makes us number one“ while referring to the previous benefits. He replies “a lot of people will tell you that we are not”. 

Then the people in the survey replied “you don’t provide healthcare for your people you don’t help people get out of poverty”, another said “you got racism, vandalism, drugs, alcohol, and sex everywhere”, and another “money is the only thing that counts in this country people do not”, and the another one said “US sucks.” 

Stossel forwarded “are we the best country or a nation of money grubbers who luck out of a great piece of real estate.” He said you measure best not only as the positive things of the economy (jobs, money) but as with the detrimental things in the society (drugs, crime). 

To be a successful country he asks “Do its people have the basic necessities of life?” They are shelter, food, and the means to provide for their families. He expresses that many people in the world do not. 

Then he explains economy and society of India, Hong Kong, and US. 
In India most of the population lives in slums, the rummage through garbage to survive, some have no water, and the affluent Indians are the minority. He implies that giving to aid towards its better economy would be endless. He says that “India is poor because of so many people.” 

In Hong Kong they have a large population like India yet Hong Kong is rich. There is now a Hong Kong middle class who live better than before. The average income in Hong Kong is almost equal to the one in US. It is higher than in Australia, Italy, Great Britain, and Canada. Change has happened relatively quick, 20 years ago much of what is there now wasn’t there. They have freedom like India so democracy is not enough for success. Hong Kong has prospered because for years the British governor governed over a policy best described as benevolent neglect. Neglect because the government didn’t do much, built roads and schools, and provided security. But they had no big laws to protect and aid its citizens. A man said that government intervention might scare people from taking risks a therefore would prevent the economy from prospering; so the government doesn’t intervene to help nor to ill and he said that Hong Kong‘s government in the only one in the world to make a big surplus and he said you‘ll see more poverty in NY City than in Hong Kong. Stossel without government intervention and a 15% tax people get to keep more of what they create. In Hong Kong even clueless people can succeed in being an entrepreneur and you can open a business in a day. In India opening a business is even harder than in US. In India the regulations prevent people from opening businesses quickly and so great ideas die and the economy doesn’t prosper. In India government fails to help people because they over analyzed ideas, and the help intentions from other countries. While the politicians debate the people suffer said Stossel. A man said that India is full of smart people but their brains are being wasted because the government keeps ignoring them. A man attributes all the success of Hong Kong to freedom. 


Results May Vary


Stossel said America success more because of our opened society; we are opened to new ideas, Americans invented programs for your car to find yourself if you are lost in the road. Some of the benefits of this country have been provided by immigrants. 

A French woman came here and invented voice activated cars. It is implied that government control hinders prosperity. Like the French they lost Martine Kempf because they refuse to implement her ideas and they lost some support by the population because of their lack of prosperity in views. In France labor laws stifle entrepreneurship. People are leaving their countries and coming to America because there is less government involvement and therefore more chance to succeed. 

Stossel says that our open society contributes to change for it draws brilliant minds being wasted in other countries to come thrive in America. 

Some of the things why we are number are telephone, computers, jazz, and Nobel Prize winners. A man said we need to give freedom for the different people with odd ideas. 

China was once a leader. They invented printing, gun powder, and others but trying to prevent change it became stagnant. In America you have freedom to succeed or fail. 

Is It Arrogance?

Stossel says how can America be best with problems of pollution, racism, poverty, decadence, crime, and of any wealthy country we have the highest percentage of people in prison and the highest murder rate but in regard to all other crimes like robbery we do better than Poland, Switzerland and England and America is cleaner than most other continents like Asia and Europe. Racial issues exist everywhere but we are learning to triumph over them. The poverty in one of the poorest place of NY the Bronx they surveyed and found that poor people have apartments, color TVs, microwaves... So compared to India the poverty in American is not much according to Stossel. In America unemployment exists but is not as bad as other countries. Healthcare is available though sometimes denied but it mostly relinquished to everybody equally as far as quality. 

America has problems but living here is better than in other countries said Stossel and he said what works is democracy, rule of law, and economic freedom and countried with the more government planning are the poorest and the fewest rules makes success and nothing matter as much as liberty. 

