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Christmas traditions around the world
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African Christmas: 

Kwanzaa

Kwanzaa (is a week-long Pan-African festival primarily honoring African-American heritage. It is observed from December 26 to January 1 each year, almost exclusively in the United States of America.

K. Hicks

Thomas, G. E. (2004). Santa's kwanzaa. New York, New York: Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children. 

Santa's Kwanzaa

Santa Kwaz delivers all his gifts to the children around the world. He then comes home to find his family giving gifts to him to celebrate Kwanzaa. Then, filled with joy, he lights up the sky with a blessing for all.

Newton Chocolate, D. M. (1992). My first kwanzaa. Orange: Scholastic Inc. 

My First Kwanzaa Book

A child tells the story of Kwanzza in his family. Each day he discusses what and how his family is celebrating. He touches upon the many traditions of family reunion, reasons for celebrating, proper attire, food, and gifts.

Pinkney, A. D. (1993). Seven candles for kwanzaa. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Seven Candles for Kwanzaa

A narrative about Kwanzaa and its many traditions. This book illustrates some of the many characteristics of Kwanzaa including its origin. It touches upon some of the harvest that is celebrated and the principles for each candle, and how this family celebrates for each candle's principle.

Newton Chocolate, D. M. (1990). Kwanzaa. Chicago: Children's Press. 

Kwanzaa

This story is told from the point of view of a young African boy. He takes us on a journey day by day through his family's celebration of Kwanzaa. He enriches us with many different ways to celebrate and why they celebrate each day.

Onyefulu, I. (2005). An african christmas. London: Frances Lincoln Limited. 

An African Christmas

This book uses real life photographs of African people to illustrate the African holiday of Christmas. The story is told from a young boy's perspective. It touches upon the many traditions of dancing, church, and feasts that happen during an African Christmas.
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Christmas in Germany
Frohe Weihnachten!

Germany, is a country in Western-Central Europe. It is bordered on the north by the North Sea, Denmark, and the Baltic Sea, on the east by Poland and the Czech Republic, on the south by Austria and Switzerland, the west by France, Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands.

Andrews, P., (1974). Christmas in germany. Chicago, IL: World Book Encyclopedia,.

Christmas in Germany:

Despite the fact that this book was written about 33 years ago, it still captures the special magic about Christmas in Germany.  It goes into great detail about the luxurious Christmas celebrations from the brightly illuminated tree, to St. Nicholas to the spread of German Traditions across the borders of the world.  This book conveys the truth that Christmas in Germany is more than just a holiday, it is a season devoted to merry making and deep religious devotion.

Dahl, M., (1997). Countries around the world; Germany. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press.

Countries Around the World: Germany:


This book has a plethora of facts and information about German land, traditions and life styles.  The German culture comes to life in the vivid photos of food, travel, animals, homes, and more.  There is a helpful glossary in the back with pronunciations and definitions to traditional German words and customs.  This book is a short but sweet and informative dive into the German culture.  

DeLuise, D., (1997). Hansel and gretel. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster Books for

 Young Readers.

Hansel and Gretel:


To lighten the mood, this Hansel and Gretel remix if you would, is a hilarious picture book that just may become one of your favorites.  From German folklore, the classic story of Hansel and Gretel endures a dramatically funny twist almost teaching the reader about good health.  The illustrations in this book are colorful, comical and creative.  They add the finishing touch to Hansel and Gretel and connect this fairy tale to present day life.

Hodges. M., (2001). Silent night; The song and its story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.

Silent Night; The Song and Its Story:


The story behind one of the most well known Christmas carols beautifully comes to life in this book.  The reader follows the song from its origin in a little villiage in Austrailia to its journey all around the world.  This story tells how Germany, Russia, Korea and America have all been touched by the song Silent Night and how their country chose to keep the beloved Christmas carol alive in their traditions.

Willson, R.B., (1995). Merry christmas; Chirdren at christmastime around the world. 


New York: Philomel.

Merry Christmas; Chirdren at Christmastime Around the World:


This reader friendly book is a great resource for learning about Christmas Holiday traditions around the world.  It gives a peak into many different cultures and their Christmas traditions.  The titles throughout the book make it easy to read as one cohesive story, or to pick and choose what country you would like to read about for that day.  The pictures in this book are very charming and portray legends, carols, goodies, and crafts very lucidly. 

Latin American Christmas

The countries of the Western Hemisphere south of the United States, especially those speaking Spanish, Portuguese, or French.
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M. Morales

Delacre, L. (1990). Las Navidades: Popular christmas songs from latin american. New York: Scholastic Inc.

Navidades: Popular Christmas songs from Latin American:

This picture book is a collection of Christmas songs from Latin America.  What is so great about this book is that the songs appear twice, first in Spanish and then in English.  Also as you read along in the book at the bottom of the page it tells a story about Latin American cultural Christmas traditions. 

Hoyt-Goldsmith, D. (1999). Las posadas: An hispanic christmas celebration. New York: Holiday House. 

Las posadas: An Hispanic Christmas celebration:

Each year in mid-December Kristen Lucero, along with her community of Espanola, New Mexico, begin celebrating the nine gifts of Las Posadas.  There are bonfires, glowing farolitas to light the pathways, folk music, delicious food and a religious drama that tells the story of Joseph’s and Mary’s visit to Bethlehem.

Jimenez, F. (2000). The christmas gift, El regalo de navidad. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

The Christmas gift, El regalo de Navidad:

This bilingual book tells the story of a Christmas memory that celebrates the true spirit of Christmas and illuminates how children draw strength from their families.

Jupo, F. (1977). Christmas here, there, and everywhere. New York: Dodd & Mead.

Christmas here, there, and everywhere:

I included this book in the text set because it contains a section “How to celebrate in Latin America.”  In this section they talk about games, parades and parties.  This book would be a good introduction to Christmas around the world because it touches on Christmas in all different countries.

Presilla, M. E. (1994). Feliz nochebuena, feliz navidad: Christmas feasts of the hispanic Caribbean. New York: Henry Holt.

Feliz nochebuena, feliz navidad: Christmas feasts of the Hispanic Caribbean:

This Christmas story is a look back on memories of Christmas time in Cuba.  These memories include happy times that were centered around cooking, food and eating.  Christmas time was also filled with songs and story

North American Christmas 

North America is a continentin the Earth's northern hemisphere and (chiefly) western hemisphere. It is bordered on the north by the Arctic Ocean, on the east by the North Atlantic Ocean, on the southeast by the Caribbean Sea, and on the south and west by the North Pacific Ocean; South America lies to the southeast, connected to North America by the Isthmus of Panama.
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P. Long

Aliki. (1991). Christmas tree memories. U.S.A.: Harper Collins Publishers

Christmas Tree Memories 

This story is about a family tradition when they are decorating their Christmas tree. After decorating the tree the family sits around eating cookies and drinking hot chocolate while remember where they received each ornament on the tree. This book will help you recall many Christmas memories that you have had with your family.

Hayes, S. (1986). Happy christmas gemma. New York, New York: Lothrop, Lee, & Shepard.

Happy Christmas Gemma

This book is about Gemma’s first ever Christmas, he is only one year old. This book takes you through all the steps of the family traditions they have when preparing for Santa’s visit. They baked cookies, hung stockings, decorated the tree, and enjoyed Christmas day with their grandparents.

Richter, K. (1986). Wipe your feet santa claus. New York, New York: North-South.

Wipe Your Feet Santa Claus

This book takes you through every child’s nightmare around Christmas time. Stephen is worried that his behavior will bring him coal for Christmas. After meeting Santa later in the night, he realized that not everyone is perfect, not even Santa Claus himself. This book will make children realize that everyone will make mistakes sometimes.

Scheweninger, A. (1984). Christmas secrets. New York, New York: Viking Kestrel/

Christmas Secrets

This story is about a little family that is preparing for Christmas. First they build a snowman, then they write a letter to Santa Claus, then they bake cookies, they decorate the tree, and finally leave three special cookies out for Santa. This is their very special Christmas Secret.

Van Allsburg, C. (1985). The polar express. Boston, Massachusetts: Houghton Mifflin.

The Polar Express 

This story is about a little boy who is starting to lose the Christmas spirit. On Christmas Eve a magical train picks him up from his bedroom. He is taken to the North Pole and receives the first gift of Christmas, a bell from the reindeer. Santa tells him that as long as he can here that bell, he will always believe in Christmas. 

Israel Christmas:

Hanukkah
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Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah, which is a eight day celebration with the lighting of candles on the menorah.  

Behrens, June. (1983). Hanukkah. Chicago: Childrens Press.

This book talks about the importance of celebrating the miracle of Hanukkah.   This holiday is celebrated by Jewish people but June Behrens really makes you feel apart of the culture with detailed desecration of the Festival of lights, the lighting of the candles ceremonies, games, parties, gift giving and special foods.  

Codell, Esme Raji. (2005). Hanukkah, Shmanukkah! New York: Hyperion Books for Children.

This book is a story about Old Scroogemacher who is mean to his workers even on the night of Hanukkah.  He feels that it is just another night, but the people of the factory do not feel the same way.  Three ghosty rabbis show up three different nights and travel back to show the story of Hanukkah. It follows the story of Scurge.

Groner, Judye., and Wikler, Madeline. (1988). All About Hanukkah.  Rockville: KAR-BEN COPIES, INC.

This book by Judy Groner and Madeline Wikler talks about the story of Hanukkah.  It goes through in detail the candle lighting and blessing, how Hanukkah is celebrated today and the gifts and games that Jewish family’s play to celebrate the magic of Hanukkah.  

Schotter, Roni.  (1990). Hanukkah! Boston: Little, Brown and Company.

This book by Roni Schotter is a great picture book of the story of Hanukkah.  It takes you through the celebration of Hanukkah talking about the potato pancakes, the dreydal and lighting the candles and the big family dinner.  It does not go into detail of the history of Hanukkah but it really gives you and understanding for children of what goes on through Hanukkah.

Simon, Norma. (1966). The Story of Hanukkah. Harper Collins Publishers.

This book talks about how each winter people all over the world celebrate Hanukkah.  They light candles on the menorah, sing songs and say prayers.  It is a time for Jewish people to celebrate their culture and remember the people who fought for their religion.  

Christmas Traditions in Scandinavian 

Sweden, Norway, Denmark 
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Scandinavia is a historical and geographical region centered on the Scandinavian Peninsula in Northern Europe and includes the three kingdoms of Denmark, Norway and Sweden. The other Nordic countries Finland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands are sometimes included, because of their close historic and cultural relations to Norway, Sweden, and Denmark

J Forward
Non Fiction

Erlbach, A. & H. (2002). Merry christmas everywhere. Brookfield, CT., Milbrook Press.

Merry Christmas Everywhere

The book presents Christmas greetings and activities for holiday celebrations around the world. Gives readers a greeting from the country and then a craft or cooking project to make. Each page contains facts about the traditional country’s holiday celebration, a list of materials that you’ll need to make the activity, food or craft. 

Enderlein, C. (1998) Christmas in sweden. Mankato, MN: Bridgestone.

Christmas in Sweden.

Christmas in Sweden is a factual book. It has bright photographs and large print. The book covers food, songs, crafts, traditions, and tries to teach some Swedish words about the holiday to its reader. The book contains Internet sites at the back for further reference.

Karim, N. (1998) Festivals of the world:  Sweden. Milwaukee, Gareth Stevens Publishing.

Festivals of the World:  Sweden.

This book describes how the culture of Sweden is reflected through many festivals not just Christmas. It has clear photos of all the festivals listed and lists a craft and a recipe that can be made. The first page of this book is a very clear map of Scandinavian countries.

Kennedy, P. (1992). A christmas celebration. Nashville: Ideals Children’s Books.

A Christmas Celebration

Readers will be provided answers to their questions about Christmas. This text explains many international celebrations by giving an answer why the traditions are important to people. Clear pictures and color photography along with traditional sketches and drawings help guide readers through the pages.

Osborn, S. & Tangvald, C. (1993). Children around the world celebrate christmas! Cincinnati: Standard Publishing.

Children Around the World Celebrate Christmas!

The ages that the publishing company and author suggest for this text are printed right on the back cover (ages 3-8). Illustrated with cartoon characters they depict the countries traditions nicely.  This book takes a look at one child from various countries around the world (only 9 countries). For Scandinavia we look at Norway. The child takes the reader through his day on Christmas. We learn some Norwegian words, traditional food and about the community and weather where Kjerste lives. 

Purdy, S. (1993) Christmas cooking around the world. New York: Franklin Watts. 

Christmas Cooking Around the World

Twenty six traditional recipes for holiday dishes from the British Isles, France, Italy, Scandinavia, and elsewhere. Includes an introduction to basic cooking skills, descriptions of international cooking and Christmas customs and traditions, and some craft ideas. 

Sullivan, R. (ed.). (2004). Time Life: Christmas around the world. New York: Time.

Time Life: Christmas Around the World.

This book captures in pictures and print the traditions and celebrations of Christmas around the world. It takes readers and lookers back in time to traditional Christmas times and also to the future with bright colorful photos. Not too much information is printed on the pages the photographs will be all that is needed in this brilliant book.

.

Fiction

Brooke, R. (1985). Santa’s christmas journey. New York: Random McNally.

Santa’s Christmas Journey.

Santa tells a story in rhyme about his trip around the world. He talks about all the tricks he needs to do in order to get all around the world in one night. He travels from the North Pole through Europe, Africa, South and North American on his journey. This book reminds readers that Santa remembers to visit everyone on Christmas. The illustrations are worth passing around and sharing as they in of themselves tell a story.

Pirotta, S. (1998). Joy to the world: Christmas stories from around the globe. London, Harper Collins.

Joy to the World: Christmas Stories From Around the Globe

Five folktales from around the world are contained in this picture book. Most of the stories center around a religious theme but can be read aloud to a class of wondering minds

Rydberg, V. (1981) The christmas tomten. New York: Coward, McCann & Geoghegan.

The Christmas Tomten.

A classic Swedish tale of the Christmas Tomten. The Tomten visits houses, the King’s castle and big houses. He leaves gifts for the people who live there if they deserve them. Adapted from a poem this book has a mood that is set in the deep winter in Sweden. 

Fact and Fiction 

Gulevich, T. (2000).  Encyclopedia of christmas. Detroit: Omnigraphics.

Encyclopedia of Christmas.

Almost 200 Alphabetically arranged entries covering all aspects of Christmas. This book includes folk customs, religious observances, history, legends, symbols and related days. The book not only covers the Scandinavian countries but other countries around the world. There are web sites and the index lists entries by both country and name. 

Jackson, K. ( 1976). Joys of christmas. New York: Golden Press.

Joys of christmas.

A book of Christmas customs and legends around the world with all the Scandinavian countries included. The book gives one or two facts about what some countries contributed to Christmas here in the United States. England first published Christmas cards, Denmark was the first to wrap gifts, straw ornaments made first in the Scandinavia countries all give readers the chance to see where traditions come from. Illustrated with bright colorful drawings not too many facts crowd the page so readers can come away with knowing something without reading too many crowded facts.

Zeleny, R (ed) (1986). Christmas in denmark. New York: World Book.

Christmas in Denmark.

Called the season of lights in Denmark this book is a concise accounting of the traditional aspects of Denmark’s Christmas celebration. Photos on every page do not necessarily go with the words. The book contains stories, songs and recipes of Denmark.
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