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Social Studies – DBQ

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York

Sub-Standard 4: Economics

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and non-market mechanisms.

Historical Background
The Erie Canal proposed in 1808 and completed in 1825, spurred the first great westward movement of American settlers, gave access to the rich land and resources west of the Appalachians and made New York the preeminent commercial city in the United States.  It was longer by far than any other canal previously built in Europe or America, crossing rivers and valleys, cutting through deep rock, and passing through marshes and forests in its 363-mile course across New York State.

Task (DBQ)
What was the significance of the Erie Canal and how did it help shape the economy and Western expansion?

Directions

1. Read the task and ask yourself, “What do I already know about the Erie Canal and the impact on the history of the United States?”

2. Underline or highlight any important information that will help you answer the document based question (DBQ).  Study each document and ask yourself, “How does this help me answer the questions?”

3. Each document in Part A is followed by 1 to 3 questions. Write a short answer to each of these questions on the blanks that follow.

4. When finished studying all the documents, go on to Part B and complete the planning page where you can organize your thoughts for the document based question (DBQ)

5. Use your thoughts from the planning page to answer the DBQ.

PART A
THE DOCUMENTS

Document 1

Base your answers to questions 1 through 2 on the song below.

"Low Bridge, Everybody Down (The Erie Canal)" 
by Thomas S. Allen, 1905

I've got a mule, and her name is Sal,
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal.
She's a good ol' worker an' a good ol' pal,
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal.
We've hauled some barges in our day,
Filled with lumber, coal, and hay,
And we know every inch of the way
From Albany to Buffalo.


Low bridge, everybody down!
Low bridge, for we're comin' through a town!
And you'll always know your neighbor,
You'll always know your pal,
If you've ever navigated on the Erie Canal.

We'd better look around for a job, ol' gal,
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal!
'Cause you bet your life I'd never part with Sal,
Fifteen miles on the Erie Canal!
Git up there, mule, here comes a lock,
We'll make Rome 'bout six o'clock,
One more trip and back we'll go
Right back home to Buffalo.

1. What were some of the materials shipped on the Erie Canal?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was one thing the Erie Canal provided to new settlers?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2

Base your answers to questions 3 through 5 on the reading passage below.

In 1903, the State again decided to enlarge the canal by the construction of what was termed the "Barge Canal", consisting of the Erie Canal and the three chief branches of the State system -- the Champlain, the Oswego, and the Cayuga and Seneca Canals. The resulting canal was completed in 1918, and is 12 to 14 feet deep, 120 to 200 feet wide, and 363 miles long, from Albany to Buffalo. 57 Locks were built to handle barges carrying up to 3,000 tons of cargo, with lifts of 6 to 40 feet. This is the Erie Canal which today is utilized largely by recreational boats rather than cargo-carrying barges.

3. When was the final canal completed?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What two big cities did the Erie Canal connect and how long did it stretch?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What year did they decide to begin building the canal?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3

Base your answers to 6 and 8 on the following picture and passage.
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…it increased trade throughout the nation by opening eastern markets to Midwest farm products and encouraged western immigration. New ethnic Irish communities formed in some towns along its route after completion, as Irish immigrants were a large portion of labor force involved in its construction.

6. What are two cities that the Erie Canal passes through?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How did the Erie Canal help the economy?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What major ethnic group provided most of the labor when building the Erie Canal?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4

Base your answers 9 through 10 on the passage below.

". . . These Boats have three Horses, go at a quicker rate, and have the preference in going through the locks, carry no freight, are built extremely light, and have quite Genteel Men for their Captains, and use silver plate. The distance between Schenectady and Utica is 80 Miles, the passage is $3.50, which includes board. There are other Boats called Line Boats that carry at a cheaper rate, being found for 2/3 of the price mentioned. They are larger Boats, carry freight, have only two horses, and consequently do not go as quickly, and moreover have not so select a company. Some boats go as low as 1 cent per Mile, the passengers finding themselves.

The Bridges on the Canal are very low, particularly the old ones. Indeed they are so low as to scarcely allow the baggage to clear, and in some cases actually rubbing against it. Every Bridge makes us bend double if seated on anything, and in many cases you have to lie on your back. The Man at the helm gives the word to the passengers: "Bridge," "very low Bridge," "the lowest in the Canal," as the case may be. Some serious accidents have happened for want of caution. A young English Woman met with her death a short time since, she having fallen asleep with her head upon a box, had her head crushed to pieces. Such things however do not often occur, and in general it affords amusement to the passengers who soon imitate the cry, and vary it with a command, such as "All Jackson men bow down." After such commands we find few aristocrats."

Excerpt from a letter by Thomas S. Woodcock, a New York engraver, describing a trip on the Erie Canal between Schenectady and Buffalo in 1836, as found in New York to Niagara, 1836: The Journal of Thomas S. Woodcock, edited by Deoch Fulton, New York Public Library.
9. What economic class most likely rides the first type of boats?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. According to this passage what is one issue with the canal bridges, and list an example of how it might affect the passengers? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART B
DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAY

Part B

Planning Page

Document
Key Points
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PLANNING PAGE

Use this page to plan your writing for the essay.  Your planning page will not count towards your final score.  DO NOT write your final essay here.  Write your essay on the next page.

REMINDER: Go back and read carefully to make sure you understand the question being asked.  As you begin to write, remember to include information from each document in your essay.

ESSAY

Historical Background: The Erie Canal proposed in 1808 and completed in 1825, spurred the first great westward movement of American settlers, gave access to the rich land and resources west of the Appalachians and made New York the preeminent commercial city in the United States.  It was longer by far than any other canal previously built in Europe or America, crossing rivers and valleys, cutting through deep rock, and passing through marshes and forests in its 363-mile course across New York State.

Task: Using the documents, the answers to the questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized essay about What was the significance of the Erie Canal and how did it help shape the economy and Western expansion?
In your essay, remember to:

· Explain why the Erie Canal was significant and how it shaped the economy and Western expansion.

· Include an introduction, body, and a conclusion.

· Use the information from the documents.

· Check grammar, organization, punctuation and spelling. 
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RUBRIC

DBQ ESSAY

4

● Accurately answers all aspects of the task using the documents (and prior knowledge if applicable)

● Expresses ideas fully and thoughtfully throughout the entire essay.  Includes supporting evidence as examples, reasons, details, explanations, and generalizations that are relevant and appropriate.

● Essay reflects a clear understanding of the expectations of the task

● Essay is well organized and free of grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors

3

● Answers most aspects of the task using the documents (and prior knowledge if applicable)

● Generally expresses ideas fully and thoughtfully throughout the entire essay 

● Essay reflects a general understanding of the expectations of the task

● Essay is generally well organized and free of grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors
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● Answers some aspects of the task using the documents (and prior knowledge if applicable)

● Expresses some ideas fully and thoughtfully throughout the essay, but organization is weak

● Essay reflects a moderate understanding of the expectations of the task

● Essay is weak with regard to organization and has noteworthy grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors
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● Does not use information from the documents when answering the task 

● Incorporates irrelevant information into the essay

● Essay reflects limited understanding of the task

● Essay is disorganized and has pronounced grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors
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● Essay fails to demonstrate any understanding of the task

● Uses no relevant data

● The response makes no sense and is illegible

● Blank paper

