Chapter 5

Ugh… What? Great, I have to go to school today…Hatsuki mumbled to himself. As he got up from his bed he smelled the scent of food and good food at that. He went to quickly change then started to head towards the kitchen. The scent became stronger and stronger as he stepped closer to the kitchen. It was fresh steamed fish flavored lightly with sweet spices, some porridge, and steamed white rice with tea that looked as if it sparkled with holiness and goodness. He started to drool a bit but resisted to. Skie sneaked into the room with a cute apron on carrying some steamed pork buns in one had and some boxes wrapped in a blanket. She looked up to see Hatsuki, wanting to drool, and said with a kind smile, “ Would you like to eat now?” Almost immediately after she said that, Hatsuki dropped down to the ground and started shoveling food onto his plate.


“ Uh, do you eat much? I mean like do you ever eat at home?” Skie asked a bit surprised at his ravenous eating appetite. Hatsuki didn’t turn at her immediately but gave her a glare and went back to scarfing most the food down his throat. Skie sat down at the table, surprise that there were no rude comments, but only a glare that came out of Hatsuki and ate quietly while listening to Hatsuki munch away. When they had finished eating breakfast, Hatsuki finally noticed that Skie was wearing his school’s uniform and shouted at her, “ What are you doing?!?! Wait, you’re starting at my school, today?!?!? You’re kidding, right?”


“ Nope! Starting today I’m going to be attending your school! We’re also in all the same classes so you can help me out!” Skie said full of excitement while Hatsuki looked glum and depressed. She obviously wasn’t listening to him while he tried to explain to her all about the teachers because she dazed off and started to mumble to herself. She woke abruptly from a hard poke on the head and seeing Hatsuki walking off without her.


“ Jeez!! The least you could do for me is wait for me to get ready to go!!!! Why can’t you be a little more patient and compassionate?” Skie said complaining, after she caught her breath from running to catch up with Hatsuki. He seeming just kept walking, not listening to a word she was saying, wrapped up in his own thoughts, but obviously ignoring her.


It was quite loud walking to school together, especially with them screaming at each other for Skie being stupid fool and Hatsuki not having any patience and understanding like a guy should all the way to school. Unfortunately everyone around them started staring and whispering to each other, commenting on their relationship and kids these days, but it didn’t seem like they cared. Their only concern then was to win the argument.


When they arrived at the school, they ended their argument and slowly walked to their classes. As they walked through the halls people started to talk and a few girls came up to Hatsuki to say good morning all flushed with embarrassment. All morning, he acted blasé to the fact that girls, cute girls at that, were coming up to him in the halls as if he were a superstar and getting an autograph. Skie was getting pushed out of the way and shoved to the side until she became unbalanced and fell. 


“ Are you alright?” a voice asked her. When she looked up, there were the same two girls she had met at the mall who helped her out.


“ OMGOSH!!! IT’S THE SAME GIRL FROM THE MALL! I DIDN’T KNOW SHE WENT TO THIS SCHOOL!!!!” the composed girl squealed. 


“ Neither did I,” said the second girl.


“ Um, well, I just transferred to the school and am starting today,” Skie said shyly with a timid voice.


“ Well I hope we see you later!” the first girl said with excitement.


“ Oh ok, I’ll see you later then! Bye!” Skie said in a calmer voice.


Five minutes later, the bells rang to show that class was starting and everyone took their places as the teacher followed in. The teacher greeted them and said, “ Good morning! Today, we have a new student joining us. Can you come in?” Skie walked in slowly with embarrassment.


“ This is Skie Moriyama and she’ll be joining our class starting today, so make sure she has a great time and feels at home, ok?” the teacher instructed.


“ Yes, Takamura-sensei,” everyone replied.


“ Okay now, how about you sit in the seat between Higushi-san and Hahira-san? They should be good examples on how things work in this class,” the teacher explained. Skie went to her seat and quietly sat down as her new classmates watched her to see what kind of person she was. When she sat down she suddenly noticed whom she was arranged to sit next to.


“ OMG! You’re the same girl I met at the mall! I didn’t know you would be in the same homeroom as me!!! I kept forgetting to tell you my name!” The girl exclaimed. “I’m Erika Higushi and my friend, whom you’ve met already, is Azuki Nokamishi, but you can just call us by our first names if you’d like.”


“ And I guess this is our second meeting, too, Skie. Just like I said before, you can ask me for help for anything, I’ll do anything I can to help,” Tokono said.

“ Yeah, ok thanks!” Skie said, cheerfully, “ Uh first, can I see your schedule?” She skimmed through the schedule and realized that he had like five whole classes with him! The only class she doesn’t have with him is for computers, but it’s still bad because he’s a teacher assistant for that class period she’s in!!


“ Well, hey, what do you know? We’re in all the same classes! I guess that mean I can help you out a lot then!” Tokono said with a bit of a laugh.

“ Uh, yea, I guess so,” Skie said sort of uneasily. “ Well, we’d better start paying attention soon or we’ll get in trouble,” Skie continued and finally asked, “ What are we doing?”

After having the torture of going through every class except computers, Skie was physically, emotionally, and mentally tired. Surprisingly, for all the classes she just had, she was always sitting next to Tokono somehow. Like in English, she’s right next to him on his left, then in history, on the right. In Japanese, he’s right in front of her and Science, they’re partners for labs and activities. For math she’s right in front of him and he keeps asking if she needs any help every 10 seconds. 

Finally, it was the last class of the day, computers. Surprisingly, Tokono wasn’t sitting next to Skie but was wandering around the room to help people out.

“ Ergh…. If only I could understand at least a little bit of this stuff,” Skie kept repeating over and over, frustrated.

“ Well, if you just have said you need help, I would have come earlier,” Tokono explained, surprising Skie by coming up behind her and gently placing his hand over hers to guide her through the steps. She was slowly understanding what they were learning but forgot a few things some of the time that they were in the class. She looked at Tokono for a few seconds while he was explaining and thought, He looks so calm and cool right now, started to blush and suddenly whipped her head around back to the screen, acting as if nothing happened.

Well, the school day ended after the six long hours of sitting and listening to the teacher, not understanding a word they said, and asking Tokono what’s going on and how to do things, Skie started heading home. She had met up with Hatsuki after class, who seemed like he had a bad day, also.

“ Well, I guess you found out that Tokono is in all my classes, huh?” Hatsuki said a bit annoyed.

“ Yeah, I was a bit surprised that he was in all of the same classes, too. I’m kind of happy about that too because that just means that he can help me out with the work that I’ve missed before I came here,” Skie answered calmly.

“ Well I could also help you if you need me to,” he said in a quiet voice, too quiet for Skie to hear him and when she asked for him to repeat all he said was never mind, blushing.

