Chapter 9

He had led her near the mansion as long as she had heard the music softly dancing in the air around her and left her for a few moments. She heard a click and then the guy came back to her holding her on the shoulders, saying, “ Okay, you can open your eyes now.”

When she opened her eyes she was dazzled by what she saw. They were standing in the garden full of beautiful flowers with lights glowing lightly above them. The feeling of it just swept her off her feet and became a magical wonder world.

“ WOW! It’s so beautiful! I love it!” Skie exclaimed with excitement in her eyes.

“ Yeah, I knew you’d like it,” he said.

“ How’d you know that I would though? Have you been spying on me?” Skie said with suspicion.

“ Well, you just seemed like someone who would like something like this,” he responded.

“ Oh well, thank you,” Skie smiled. She sat down on the bench near the garden as she admired the scenery.

“ I don’t know why, but being here feels like a fairy tale. Everything around me feels like, I don’t know, I guess like my own little dream,” Skie said in a small voice.

“ Yeah, I think so too,” He nodded. He had taken her coat earlier when they were in the mansion, but now it was getting chillier. They watched for a while longer and then the guy walked up to Skie bowing forward a bit with his hand held out asking, “ Would you like to dance?”

Skie was surprised by him asking to dance that she didn’t respond for a few seconds.

“ I’d be glad to,” she said as she took his hand. He helped her up and placed his hand on her waist. Slowly, she put her arm on his shoulder saying, “ I’m not that good of a dancer. I’m afraid I’ll step on your toes…”

“ Well, then, step on them, I don’t mind,” he said kindly. The music had gone on for a long time and the mood of the night swept over them. They bathed in the moonlight and continued to dance in circles. They became fond of each other in moments and were dazzled by how the night was going. Wow! I can’t believe this is happening!! It’s not like I mind dancing with him. I mean we have a lot in common and we just met, but it feels like I know him from somewhere. I think I almost like being with him…Skie thought to herself. She leaned forwards and rested her head on his chest and said, “ You know, I think I might be falling…”

“ What?” He questioned with a puzzled face.

“ I think I might be falling in love with you…” Skie said so quiet that the guy could barely hear what she was saying.

“ Well, you know what? I think so, too. I thought I would at the beginning and hope to be with you forever,” the guy responded. Skie looked up at him and he lowered his face to hers. They kissed in the garden of lights with the moon shining so bright while a shooting star crossed the light lit sky. I never want this to end… Skie thought to herself. Their kiss lasted for what seemed like forever until the bells chimed midnight. Then Skie remembered that Hatsuki had said he would come home near twelve o’clock, midnight, to check up on her ankle. So she pushed him away and said, “ I’m sorry! I have to go!”

“ Well, will I see you later?” He asked with concern.

“ I don’t know, but I hope to see you again!” Skie said as she ran to catch the taxi, leaving him behind. He chased after her for a while until he got all the way down the stairs to watch the taxi drive away. He was crushed to not be with her anymore and returned to the gardens. On his way to the gardens he saw a bright light coming from the ground. When he looked down to see what is was, he saw that it was a gold locket with a round pearl that the girl had been wearing and opened it to look at something that had been etched into the inside of the locket. The inscription said, “ Always continue to dream, no matter what,” in old cursive. As soon as he read it, he closed the locket and stuffed it into his pocket and walked back inside the mansion.

